


Introduction 

No Pens Day Wednesday activity ideas have been created by practising teachers and speech and language therapists. 

Activity ideas are more generic and flexible than the lesson plan templates and can be adapted to any lesson or session. 

They give some information about the activity and how it can be implemented, highlighting any resources or links that might 

be useful to support that activity. These activities can be used in many ways: as a starter activity, main activity, plenary or as 

methods of recording learning.  

You may also want to look at mainstream secondary school resources for more simple activity ideas that could be adapted 

for your pupils.  

Visit I CAN’s webpage for more information about supporting children with special educational needs and continuing to 

embed speaking and listening into your teaching.  

https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/supporting-send-on-no-pens-day/
https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/taking-your-spoken-language-focus-further/
https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/taking-your-spoken-language-focus-further/


Memory game 

Played as the popular "I went to market" game, this activity involves students taking turns to name subject specific vocabulary. Each student 

must recall the words before them, and add a new word to the list.  

Speaking and listening objectives: 

• Active listening

• Learning vocabulary

• Turn taking

• Word recall

• Auditory memory

Resources: none required 

Activity 

The first player opens with the phrase "I went ______ and I bought/got ______", then names an object that is specific to the lesson. 

Pupils then take it in turns to repeat the initial phrase and then the items that came before, then add another item to the list.  

Play continues until all students have had a turn. Help can be provided as appropriate. 

If students are struggling with the activity, you could have photographs of subject specific equipment, and put these up onto the board as each 

person has had their turn.  

For example: 

Science: “I went to the laboratory and I got a beaker, a Bunsen burner, some goggles...” etc. 

Maths: “I went to the maths room and I got a calculator, a ruler, a protractor...” etc. 

Reflection: 

• What did they enjoy about the activity?



• What was the hardest part of the activity? 

• How do they think they could make the activity easier or harder? 

• What speaking and listening skills did they use in the activity? 

 



Who am I? 

Each student is given a picture of an animal, object, person etc. Students then take it in turns to ask questions to the group in order to find out 

who/what they are. Other students may only answer 'yes' or 'no'.  This game is a great way to encourage questioning skills and turn taking 

amongst students. 

Speaking and listening objectives: 

• Turn taking 

• Questioning 

• Auditory memory 

• Active listening 

Resources: Pictures of objects (12 provided below) 

 

Activity: 

Each student is given a picture card; they must not look at this.  

Students take it in turns to sit at the front of the class (or middle of the circle). 

Students sit with the card facing away from them towards their peers. 

Students ask closed questions to try and determine what object/person/animal etc. they have on their card. You could model these 'yes/no' kind 

of questions if necessary. 

Their peers can only answer 'yes' or 'no'.  

Once the student at the front correctly guesses their card, another peer can have their turn. 

 

 

 



Modification: 

1. The activity can be modified so that the pictures are topic specific or themed, e.g. science equipment, characters from a play/book currently

being studied, countries, types of food, or even well known celebrities.

2. Students have their pictures as described above. Their peers provide clues as to who/what the person/object/animal is. The student has to

guess based on the clues provided.

Reflection: 

• What did they enjoy about the activity?

• What was the hardest part of the activity?

• How do they think they could make the activity easier or harder?

• What speaking and listening skills did they use in the activity?

• If they were to play the game again, what would they do differently next time?



 

Resources: 'Who am I?' activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://img.gawkerassets.com/img/18bt1fwsjqkohjpg/original.jpg
http://www.torange.us/Objects/money/Pounds-17150.html
http://www.rugbystore.co.uk/wso/images/library/-trainers-white_grey-front-72dpi-rgb.jpg?view=976
http://eofdreams.com/data_images/dreams/chocolate/chocolate-04.jpg
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