
Introduction:
Get ready to put down your pens! No Pens Day Wednesday is coming up this week.
You will put down your pencils too and put your keyboards aside. 

Why are your teachers telling you to put away all the things you use for writing? It's
because they know that you need to be able to say words and sentences before you
can write them down. Practising speaking helps reading as well. 

But! While someone else is speaking it is important to wait and to listen. Speaking,
listening and taking turns are all are part of communicating. When you listen you also
need to understand what the person is saying. If you don’t understand it is always a
good idea to ask questions or ask for help.  Now we know communicating isn’t just
about speaking, let’s have a go at doing some good listening:

“red” the children must stop, 
“amber” they must sit down, 
“green” they must resume their running.

Let the children run around freely. 
  
When you shout : 

 
You can use red, amber and green traffic light cards as a visual
prompt to support the children’s listening. Extend this activity by
encouraging children to take turns to call out the traffic light
colours as well.

Afterwards, reflect with the children on how talking and listening
were both important to complete the activity.

'YOUTH VOICE' SURVEY
ACTIVITIES
KS1 (5 - 7)

The below activities can be
used to introduce your pupils
to I CAN's 'Youth Voice' survey
in the week preceding your 

No Pens Day Wednesday event.

Activity 1 - Traffic lights (easy)



Ask the children to draw a “listening story”, where they listen to your instructions
to complete a drawing . 

For example : 
“Draw a big circle in the middle of your page."
"Now colour it yellow.” 
"Now draw another, little circle under the big yellow circle. … Colour it blue.” 

The listening story is a great way to illustrate how important understanding is as
well and can lead to conversations about why some pictures might look different
and how important it is to ask for clarification. 

You can elaborate the story as much as you like, e.g. “Once upon a time a big
yellow circle landed on a piece of paper. Can everyone draw a big circle on their
paper and colour it yellow. He was lonely so he asked his friend small blue circle
to come and play. Can you draw a small circle and colour it blue…” 

If needed, draw while you speak on the white board to model how the picture
should look to the class. This activity can be made easier or more difficult by
varying how many key words are in the instruction. 

Afterwards, encourage children to turn to the person next to them and talk
about how their pictures are the same or different.

Conclusion:
Now you’ve had time to practise listening and understand more about
communication, think about how you use these skills every day by completing the
No Pens Day Wednesday 'Youth Voice' survey…

Activity 2 - Listening story (moderate/hard)

Go to the survey

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G6lD3X-H_EGSi-S5pk-_yj8AUhpZV5lKtfXzIDRUaJFUQk85R1FPTkhRNlVXWDhXOE5KOVFaSDA4SS4u

