
   

 

  

 
 

   
 

 

Tots Talking 

Messages from the evaluation as at 06.12.19. 

 

Key Findings: 
 
Impact on children 
 
We used the I CAN engagement measure to chart progress in how much children became more 
involved in nursery or pre-school setting activities. 
 
The engagement measure is a six-point rating scale which is completed by practitioners who know 
the children well. 
 

• Children whose parents took part in Tots Talking groups became more engaged in nursery 

sessions. They joined in much more and took part more actively in nursery activities. 

• Their increase in engagement was significantly more than children whose parents did not 

attend Tots Talking groups. The difference was statistically significant1. 

• Children became significantly more engaged in nursery activities after Tots Talking 

• When parents attended more sessions, children became more engaged. 

 

We asked parents and practitioners if they had seen improvements in children’s communication 

after Tots Talking. 

• After involvement in Tots Talking, children’s communication and language improved, as 

reported by parents and practitioners. 

 

We carried out a range of assessments on children before and after Tots Talking. These assessed 

children’s understanding of language, and how many words they knew. They also assessed the 

interaction between parents and their children. 

• We do not yet have evidence of the impact of Tots Talking on children’s language using 

standardised tests2.   

 

From our surveys and interviews with parents and practitioners: 

 
1 The improvement in engagement was unlikely to happen without Tots Talking 
2 Children make progress but this is not significant compared to children not doing Tots Talking. WE have a 
very small sample and continue to gather data 



   

 

  

 
 

   
 

• Attending Tots Talking groups made a difference to the way parents talked and played 

with their children. For some parents, this change was immediate.  

• After Tots Talking, parents knew more about the communication and language skills of 

two-year olds. 

• After Tots Talking, over 80% of parents said they spent more time playing, listening and 

talking with their children. 

• Through taking part in Tots Talking, early years practitioners gradually increased their 

confidence, and changed the way they supported children’s speech, language and 

communication. 

• Through taking part in Tots Talking, practitioners became more confident working with 

parents. For many this was transformational; they developed a new skillset. 

 


