
No Pens Day Wednesday case studies 2019 – Primary schools 

Question Answer
Why did you decide to take part in No Pens 
Day?  

To promote Oracy across the school and 
celebrate being heard in lessons 

How did you plan your No Pens Day? Who 
was involved?  

As Oracy mentor I worked with my line 
manager to prepare for the day. We were 
supported by our Head to ensure it was a 
school-wide event. We sent themed ideas via 
email three times in the lead to keep the day 
to keep the day fresh in staff minds. We also 
uploaded the resources from I CAN on a 
shared platform for easy access. The press 
release was used as was the letter to parents 
and the social media posts. 

Please tell us more about the activities you 
took part in during the day. How did you 
incorporate spoken language? What did the 
pupils enjoy most?   

We had history re-enactments, mental 
questionnaire games in maths, used props 
and drama in lessons and in Geography the 
students planned and performed 
presentations.  

Spoken language was incorporated by 
placing the most opportunity for it to the 
students. We has rules for talk and this 
helped the lessons flow. 
Pupils said they enjoyed History and Maths 
the most and the challenge of not using a pen 
at all. 
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What did your staff/pupils learn from taking 
part? Will you approach spoken language 
teaching differently in future?  

Staff felt more confident to take part. Pupils 
said that they could still learn without writing 
and they enjoyed it which surprised them. 

We already use Oracy in the classroom but 
taking part helped us to look at new ways of 
teaching. 

When asked on the evaluation sheet if staff 
would like to take part again 100% said yes. 

What would you say to other schools thinking 
about taking part?  

I would highly recommend this to other 
schools. We saw great lesson plans from 
staff which would otherwise go unnoticed and 
this was shared across the school. It gave 
students less able to communicate in writing 
a chance to take part in what everyone else 
was doing.  

Do you have any further feedback? Some students did find it difficult to stay 
focused and a small minority treated the day 
as an opportunity to be disruptive. We would 
look at how to keep them engaged next time 
and I think the students will have a better 
understanding of what is expected.  



Question Answer 
Why did you decide to take part in No 
Pens Day?  

As part of our whole school SLCN 
strategy we wanted to focus on the 
importance of Speaking and Listening 
and this provided us with a platform to 
raise the profile, and importance of it. 

How did you plan your No Pens Day? 
Who was involved?  

As Inclusion leader I led the organisation. 
I provided information and ideas from the 
No Pens site to staff about a month in 
advance so they could start to think about 
what was appropriate for their class. We 
discussed a possible whole school 
theme, but in the end many teachers 
linked it to what they were already doing. 
I also liaised with our SaLT who also 
supported on the day. 

Please tell us more about the activities 
you took part in during the day. How did 
you incorporate spoken language? What 
did the pupils enjoy most?   

We used the assembly from the website 
to launch the day with all of the children 
as it was important they understood why 
it was No Pens Wednesday.  

The children were involved in a range of 
activities including: 

• Philosophy for Children (P4C)
• Creating drama scripts, through

acting out and rehearsing
• Performance poetry
• Practical maths activities
• Art activities- the focus was very

much on the development of
vocabulary associated with the
task as much as the art activity
itself

• Map work in Geography
• Singing workshop
• Spellings using play-doh.

The children said it was their best day 
ever as they were learning in fun ways! 
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Feedback from the children was 
incredibly positive and they asked if we 
could do it again. 

What did your staff/pupils learn from 
taking part? Will you approach spoken 
language teaching differently in future? 

That by using speaking and listening it 
removes the barriers and allows the true 
potential to be unlocked of the children 
who would otherwise be constrained by 
their ability to write. Whilst adopting 
creative approaches the children feel 
more relaxed to talk and share their ideas 
and these can then be developed without 
the pressure of having to write everything 
down. The learning that still takes place 
from expanding vocabulary, explaining 
terms, listening and following instructions 
has been fun as well as purposeful 
learning. 

What would you say to other schools 
thinking about taking part?  

Just do it!  
It allows the teachers to be creative and 
what they get back from the children is so 
powerful, it helps staff to see them in a 
different light. 

Do you have any further feedback? Subject leaders have also now talked 
about developing a series of S&L 
activities based around their subject 
areas for staff to use as a reference.  

The SaLT came into school and set up a 
display for parents and provided 
information. 

We will definitely be participating again 
next year. 

A comment I received from a parent who 
emailed me: 
‘I haven't had such an enthusiastic Cora 
after school for a long time. She 
absolutely loved today and was raving 
about how much better she had 
remembered her spellings by using 



playdough. She then spent ages showing 
me the origami swans, bowls and horses 
she had made. We now have enough 
paper swans to fill a real pond! It was 
clearly a day she will remember for a long 
time so thank you.’ 



Question Answer
How did you plan your No Pens Day? Who was 
involved?  

Meetings took place with staff and planning ideas 
shared and assembly plans were shared.  

Please tell us more about the activities you took part in 
during the day. How did you incorporate speaking and 
listening? What did the pupils enjoy most?   

General oracy focused activities took place 
throughout the day. 

We carried out some recital auditions that were then 
showcased on the day, these included poems, 
riddles, jokes, a no pens day rap among others. 
A signing completion was organised to raise money 
and children voted for a teacher debate which was 
held 2 weeks later where we focused on oracy skills 
from the teachers that a panel voted on during 
assembly. Prizes were also given for star speakers 
voted by teachers for who showed excellent oracy 
skills throughout the day on NPDW.  

We also made a video of the day’s events and shared 
it on social media.  

What did your staff/pupils learn from taking part? Will 
you approach spoken language teaching differently in 
future?  

It reminded staff of the importance of spoken 
language. The school already has a strong focus on 
oracy but it reminded teachers of different creative 
ways of speaking and listening. There was a real buzz 
from the students.  

The children loved the competitions and the recital 
assembly was a lovely way to celebrate spoken 
language. 

What would you say to other schools thinking about 
taking part?  

Do it. It takes a little forward thinking and planning but 
is well worth it. 
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