
Part 2 - Online 

Practitioner Training



What we will cover today

Session 1 • Background to Early Talk Boost and 

early language development

Session 2 • Selecting children for the groups

• Using the Early Talk Boost Tracker

Session 3 • Running the Early Talk Boost groups

Session 4 • How to support children’s language

• Partnership with parents and parent 

workshops

✓

✓



Session 3: 

Running your Early Talk Boost groups

Groups run 
for nine weeks, 

three times a week

6–8 children in 
each group

Groups run 
instead of your 
circle or group 

times 

Fits in with 
your routines



Overview of content

Weeks Topic

Attention and listening 1 and 2 Learning to listen

Developing vocabulary 3 and 4 Food

Big and Little

Building sentences 5 to 8 Action words

On, under and in

Three-key-word sentences 

First, next and last

Having conversations 9 Making friends



What you need for each session

• Register

• Planning board (Resource ❶)

• Listening prompts: Good looking, Good listening and Good 
sitting cards (Resources ❷–❹)

• Resources (listed in the Intervention Manual – you may need 
some resources from your Toolkit or setting)

• Song card

• Story book

• Camera – you need to take a photo each week to use in 
Week 9



Importance of registration for each 

session

Remember to take the Register for 

every session. The Register:

• is included in the Intervention 

Manual

• is essential to review the impact 

of the intervention.



Use the Planning board:

• for Planning/Introduction

• at the end of each session to 

talk about what you’ve done.

Plan, do and 

review



Resources 2, 3, 4



The Jake card (Resource 5) The Tizzy 

card (Resource 6), Tizzy Puppet



Song card and book



Week 1

Attention and listening

• These skills are the foundation of communication.

• In Week 1 the focus is on how we listen and the 

parts of our body we use to listen.

• Drawing children’s awareness to this can help them 

learn these skills.



Example of week 1

Let’s take a look at Week 1 in 
the Intervention Manual 



Week 2

Attention and listening continued

Builds on Week 1 to help children 

develop and extend their listening skills. 

Activity

• Let’s read Book 2: The Ice Lolly.



Week 3

Learning and using new words

In Week 3 the focus is on helping children find a way to learn 

and remember new words, rather than specific words.

• The template - WOW (Working Out Words) helps children 

develop their vocabulary



WOW- Working out Words

How can you use this 
to help children build 
their vocabulary?

Activity



Week 4

Learning and using new words

You can help children build understanding 

and use longer sentences using big and little.

Activity

• Watch the film of a Week 4 session to see 

some of the activities and to give you an 

idea of how a typical session may look 



Week 5 Building sentences: verbs 



Week 6

Building sentences: positional language

How would you help children learn about 

positional language?

Think about the activities

• How will this fit into your routine?

• How will this work in your setting?



Building sentences: putting it together

The focus for this week is helping children to use key 

words as the‘building blocks’of language and join 

them together to make sentences.

Key words

• These are the words that carry important information.

Week 7



How many key words?

How many key words do you need to understand to carry 

out the instruction?

Put Tizzy under 

the bag

Make Tizzy 

jump



Week 8

Building sentences: sequencing

Sequencing is an important skill for planning, telling stories and 

having conversations.

Activity

• Think about what you do in the morning

– What’s the very first thing you do, then the next, etc. 

• Break it down into a sequence



Week 8

• Book 8: The Birthday!

• See how the theme of sequencing 

has been linked with a familiar 

topic that the children will enjoy.



1,2,3, blow !



Week 9

Having conversations 

This week you need all the photos you’ve been taking in 

Weeks 1–8.

The activity in each session is to make a group Photobook 

as a way of reviewing and recording 

what you’ve done and having 

conversations about it.



Week 9: Creating a Photobook

Be creative

• We hope that you’ll celebrate the 

photos that you’ve taken over the 

last eight weeks as reminders.

• Get everyone – children, families 

and practitioners – to join in by 

adding comments, drawings and 

extra pictures.



What we will cover today

Session 1 • Background to Early Talk Boost and 

early language development

Session 2 • Selecting children for the groups

• Using the Early Talk Boost Tracker

Session 3 • Running the Early Talk Boost groups

Session 4 • How to support children’s language

• Partnership with parents and parent 

workshops

✓

✓

✓



Partnership with 

parents

Session 4: 

Supporting children’s language

How adults can 

help children’s 

language

Making the most 

of everyday routines 

and games 



Partnership with parents

• All parents will have a copy of the eight weekly Jake & 

Tizzy story books to share at home.

• Parents will be invited to attend a workshop on how sharing 

books can help language development.

• These practical strategies will show 

parents what they can do to encourage 

their child’s talking.



Working with parents

What’s provided:

• Choice of two workshops:

– Parent workshop 1: a practical session 

– Parent workshop 2: a PowerPoint presentation.

• Invitations to workshops.

• Parent leaflet on Tizzy’s Talking Tips.

• Invitation to view the Photobook.

• Ten copies of each Jake & Tizzy story book so that children 
can take these home and share them with parents.



Tizzy’s Talking Tips

Look at the pictures together 

Encourage your child to talk by letting them start 

the conversation 

Ask questions about the story

Remember to talk about things your child 

is especially interested in

Never rush; remember to pause



Activity: Building on good practice in 

your setting

What strategies do you 

use that help children’s 

communication? 

Hint: think about what you do in your setting and how you act, 

rather than games or activities.



How we can help children’s language

• Listen more than we talk.

• Wait for the child to respond.

• Be face to face at the child’s level.

• Extend and expand on what the child tells us.

• Give the child the words for new things and 

experiences.

• Give the child opportunities to copy and say 

new words.



How we can help when sharing stories

• Pausing: waiting while we read for children to join in.

• Contingent questioning: asking questions that build on 

children’s interests.

• Pace: ensure that we don’t read too fast.

• Speaking clearly and pointing to the main characters in 

the story.

• Prompts: providing pictures and reminders about good 

looking and listening.



Reflective practice 

Activity

Are there any strategies that you need to refresh or implement 

to develop your storytelling skills?

Think about how you read 

children’s stories



How can you build on 

Early Talk Boost groups?

Build language opportunities into planning

Consider

• Are there any more strategies and activities you 

could introduce? 



Example of building on practice 

activities



Next steps

• What will you need to do next to start running the 

Early Talk Boost intervention in your setting?

• Are there any challenges you can think of?

• Are there any questions?



Course details & evaluations

• Tutor name: 

• Date: 

• Email contact: 

• Evaluations to be completed online and certificates will be 

available to print at ETB online: https://ican.org.uk/6181

https://ican.org.uk/6181


Useful information

• Information, DVD clips and updates for Early Talk Boost 

will be available at https://ican.org.uk/training-licensing/i-

can-programmes/early-talk-boost/resources/

• To contact I CAN  

– info@ican.org.uk

– 020 7843 2515 

https://ican.org.uk/training-licensing/i-can-programmes/early-talk-boost/resources/
mailto:info@ican.org.uk

