
 

Unit 1 
Building on Practice 1: Ages and Stages of Development Case Studies 

Read each of the case studies and using the Ages and Stages poster decide the age of the child and note down the 
reasons for your answer. Be prepared to share your answers in Unit 2. If you are unable to print you might want to 
make some notes on a separate piece of paper. 

 

 

 

 

  

Rory 

Rory loves music and singing, particularly action songs and rhymes. He likes to be around familiar 
adults and can get upset when his mum or significant other leaves the room. He understands 
simple words such as ‘stop’, ‘Hello’ and ‘up’. He recognises familiar phrases such as ‘It’s bath time 
now’ and ‘Time for lunch’, particularly when these are supported by gestures or a visual clue. Rory 
uses some baby signs such as ‘more’ and ‘finished’. He babbles freely and likes to take turns 
copying an adult’s ‘babble’. He loves to look at books, particularly those with bright colours. He will 
say ‘woo woo’ when he sees a picture of a dog or the real thing. 

Sarah 

Sarah comes to the pre-school group every day with her neighbour’s child. They like to chatter 
on the way and often play together, particularly enjoying dressing up. Sarah often likes to 
pretend to be a firefighter and will look for a friend that needs to be rescued. Sarah uses very 
clear language now and forms quite long sentences. She is able to recount activities that she has 
done in the past or tell adults of her plans for the weekend. Sarah’s understanding enables her 
to follow simple stories even if there aren’t any pictures, and she will often ask questions about 
them. She has started pointing to some of the words, asking what they say. She particularly likes 
funny stories and tries to repeat jokes that she has enjoyed. The adults laugh in response, even if 
the joke doesn’t make sense. 

If Sarah is feeling sad or worried, she will go up to an adult and tell them. She can usually discuss 
what has made her sad or worried and then quickly go off and play again. 

Eshna 

Eshna loves her nursery and enjoys playing alongside the other children. She is beginning to have 
short conversations, but adults find she can be distracted quite quickly. She is making little 
sentences which are generally clear. She has recently started to use ‘she’ and ‘he’ when chatting 
about her peers. 

Eshna’s key worker describes her understanding as good and she can tell the difference between 
the ‘big bucket’ and the ‘little bucket’ if asked when playing in the sandpit. She understands the 
difference between some questions when looking at a book with an adult and responds 
appropriately by pointing to the picture if asked ‘Who has a hat on?’ or ‘What’s he doing?’. 



 
 

  
Abanoub 

Abanoub is very settled at his pre-school. He enjoys being helpful and likes to please the adults. He 
particularly loves story time and will take part in singing sessions, even standing at the front and 
singing a simple nursery rhyme to the other children. He already has a few favourite stories and will 
ask the adult to read them to him. Usually he will sit with interest and listen to the whole story 
providing it isn’t too long. He also likes to pretend to ‘read’ them to the adult. 

Abanoub is very interested in the nature table and asks lots of questions such as ‘Why is the conker 
spikey?’. He likes to tell everyone his news, but his grammar isn’t always correct, for example, he 
has said, ‘We goed to see Nemo’. 

Abanoub enjoys playing with his friends but still benefits from adults helping him to sort out 
disputes. He knows he should share, but sometimes complains ‘That boy won’t share’. 

Holly 

Holly loves looking at books with her key worker. She particularly likes animals and will point to the 
cat, dog, fish, cow and bird in a picture book when asked ‘Where’s the …?’. 

Holly’s mother describes her as a chatterbox as she chatters to herself in a sing-song fashion when 
she is playing. Nobody can understand this chatter and Holly’s key worker knows that this is Holly 
attempting to communicate before she has all the words she needs. However, Holly is learning 
language with enjoyment and has about twenty-five words already. She is also beginning to copy 
words her mother and key worker are using.  

Holly likes watching the older children play in the home corner and has started to give the dollies a 
cup, pretending to give them a drink. Holly’s brother has some play people and Holly sometimes 
likes to hold these but doesn’t pretend they are people yet. 

Brandon 

Brandon is very lively and has been walking for some time now. His mother describes him as having 
a mind of his own and reports that his favourite word is ‘no’. He can get cross if he can’t get his own 
way but can easily be distracted by showing him something interesting. However, Brandon can also 
be co-operative in finding and putting away toys. If staff say sentences like ‘Brandon, where’s the 
telephone?’, Brandon will find the telephone among the toys and put it into the box that the adult is 
holding. 

Brandon has started to make little sentences and will say ‘Bye bye, Nanny’ when his grandmother 
drops him off at nursery. He has lots of single words and can name quite a few of his toys as well as 
the food on his plate at mealtimes. When the children sit down for a meal he likes to point to the 
chairs and say ‘Sue chair’, indicating that he wants his key worker to sit next to him. 



 
 

 

 

Developmental timeline – Match the child with the age. Give reasons for your answers 
 

6-12 months 
 
12-15 months 
 
15-18 months 
 
18 months – 2 years 
 
2-3 years 
 
3-4 years 
 
By 5 years  
 
 

 

 

Michael 

Michael loves being at his day care nursery. He says ‘Mummy’ when his mother comes to collect 
him. His key worker can understand the few words Michael says and they have noticed that he likes 
to point and say ‘Look!’ when he spots things of interest to him. He regularly says ‘again’, ‘car’ and 

‘milk’, plus several other words that his key worker understands but some part-time staff find 
unclear. 

Michael loves the singing session and enjoys banging on the drum, but his attention easily wanders 
if something else catches his eye. However, he will look round when his name is called, and his key 

worker feels Michael can understand quite a few words now providing that the adult keeps 
sentences very short. 


