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About I CAN

I CAN is the leading charity for children and young people’s speech, language and 
communication. Our mission is to ensure that no child is left out or left behind because 
of a difficulty with speaking or understanding. 

We support children from 0–19 through our evidence based programmes and 
interventions, through two specialist schools for children with the most severe and 
complex needs and through resources and training for parents, early years and school 
staff. We share our expertise and knowledge to increase awareness of communication 
difficulties and inform policy making.
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Language and communication skills are 
vital in many ways. Here we list just a few 
of the main ones. Talk Boost KS2 can help 
children who are struggling to catch up 
with their peers and reduce the impact of 
having a communication difficulty.

l  Communication skills are essential life 
skills. Through communication skills 
we make friends, develop relationships, 
make our needs known and share 
ideas. A difficulty with any aspect of 
communication can have a significant 
impact on the developing child’s social 
skills and emotional understanding.1 
Beyond the school years, good 
communication skills are essential 
for developing the ‘soft skills’ (e.g. 
resilience, team work, decision making 
and problem solving) that employers are 
increasingly seeking2 in new recruits.

l  Communication skills are the 
foundation for all learning. In primary 
school nearly all learning involves 
some aspect of speech, language and 
communication.3 An overwhelming 
body of research evidence points to the 
importance of having good language 
and communication skills in order to 
develop good literacy skills.4 School 
curricula across the UK promote the 
importance of good speaking and 
listening skills in their own right, and to 
facilitate learning across all subjects.5

l  Many children are starting their 
school years at a disadvantage. 
Approximately 50% of children, 
particularly in areas of social 
deprivation, are starting school 
with language skills below the 
expected level for their age.6, 7 If 
these children with language delay 
do not receive timely support, their 
difficulties can continue throughout 
schooling and adversely affect their 
academic achievements and social 
relationships.8

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2
Importance of language  
and communication skills
  

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Importance of language and communication skills  
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Research shows that a child who struggles 
with oral language is at considerable risk of:

l  difficulties with reading, writing 
and numeracy. Almost all children 
with difficulties with language or 
communication will need support with 
some aspect of reading and writing. 
Difficulties with vocabulary, sequencing 
and concept formation also cause 
problems with mathematical ability 
and numeracy

l  problems making real friends and 
talking with their peers, due to poor 
conversational skills and poorly 
developed social understanding

l  more emotional and behavioural 
difficulties in comparison with their 
peers

l  reduced employment opportunities in 
the future

l  an increased likelihood – in some 
cases – of being involved in criminal 
behaviour.9

There are some suggestions for further 
reading on the research into speech, 
language and communication needs and 
how it impacts on children in school on 
page 22, or visit www.ican.org.uk for 
further details.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Importance of language and communication skills

1 Durkin, K. & Conti-Ramsden, G. (2010) ‘Young people with specific 
language impairment: a review of social and emotional functioning in 
adolescence’, Child Language Teaching and Therapy, Vol. 26, Issue 2, 
105–21.
2 Burns, M. (2016) Skills for work, skills for life. I CAN Talk Series No. 8 (2nd 
ed). London: I CAN.
3 Lee, W. (2008) Speech, language and communication needs and primary 
aged children. I CAN Talk Series, Issue 6. London: I CAN.
4 Snowling, M. & Stackhouse, J. (eds) (2006) Dyslexia, speech and 
language: a practitioners’ handbook. London: Whurr. 
5 For example: Department for Education (2014) National curriculum in 
England. London: HMSO.

6 Law, J., McBean, K. & Rush, R. (2011) ‘Communication skills in 
a population of primary school-aged children raised in an area of 
pronounced social disadvantage’, International Journal of Language and 
Communication Disorders, Vol. 46:6, 657–64.
7 Locke, A., Ginsborg, J. & Peers, I. (2002) ‘Development and 
disadvantage: implications for early years’, International Journal of 
Language and Communication Disorders, Vol. 37:1, 3–15.
8 Spencer, S., Clegg, J. & Stackhouse, J. (2012) ‘Language and 
disadvantage: a comparison of the language abilities of adolescents from 
two different socioeconomic areas’, International Journal of Language and 
Communication Disorders, Vol. 47:3, 274–84.
9 Hartshorne, M. (2006) The cost to the nation of children’s poor 
communication. I CAN Talk Series, Issue 2. London: I CAN.
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Talk Boost KS2 is a targeted 
intervention for children in Years 
3–5 (7–10 year olds) who have 
delayed language development, 
aiming to boost their language 
skills and helping them to catch 
up with their peers.

Talk Boost KS2 consists of: 

What is Talk Boost KS2?  
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Talk Boost KS2 covers the 
following areas of language and 
communication, which are key 
skills for children to support  
them to:

l access the curriculum

l  use their language to interact 
in the classroom

l  form and maintain 
friendships. 
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Talk Boost KS2 is an eight-week 
intervention for groups of four children with 
delayed language and communication 
skills in Key Stage 2, Years 3–5. These 
are children whose language and 
communication skills are developing 
typically but are below what is expected 
for their age. The children should not be 
receiving any specialist support or have 
any other Special Educational Needs, and 
should have the potential to catch up with 
their peers.

They may have:

l difficulties listening or paying attention

l poor vocabulary

l difficulties understanding language

l immature sentences

l  difficulties explaining or describing 
events, information and instructions

l  difficulties socialising/interacting with 
their peers.

The Talk Boost KS2 trials included children 
with English as an additional language 
(EAL), but not enough to analyse their 
results separately. The intervention provides 
language-rich activities that will support 
all children’s language development. 
Schools will need to think carefully about 
their reasons for selecting specific children 

for Talk Boost KS2 and prioritise those 
children who they think will most benefit (as 
opposed, for example, to children who may 
naturally learn more English over time).

Children who will not benefit as much – if 
at all – from Talk Boost KS2 include those 
with:

l  isolated speech difficulties/very unclear 
speech

l  long term speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN), 
receiving specialist support

l specific language impairment

l Autistic Spectrum Disorder

l  long term cognition and learning 
difficulties

l complex needs.

As part of your training, you will be 
introduced to the Talk Boost KS2 Tracker, 
and how you may use this not only to help 
identify which children to include in Talk 
Boost KS2, but also to track their progress 
before and after the intervention.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Who is Talk Boost KS2 for?
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Talk Boost KS2 was trialled in a carefully 
designed study with active and comparison 
groups. A range of measures was used, 
some of which were administered by 
speech and language therapists (SLTs) 
and SLT students who did not know if the 
children were involved in the intervention or 
not. Some measures were administered in 
school by teachers, some were completed 
by parents and some were completed by 
the children themselves. 

The schools were randomly assigned to 
either an active group (i.e. running Talk 
Boost KS2) or a comparison group (i.e. not 
running Talk Boost KS2). The comparison 
group schools ran the intervention the next 
term.

After eight weeks of running Talk Boost 
KS2, the following key findings were made.

From teacher and parent outcome 
measures

l  Children made significant progress in 
language and communication.

l  67% of children caught up with their 
peers in understanding language.

l  85% of parents saw their child’s 
language improve.

l  Learning in the classroom was easier; 
children joined in more, took part in 
discussions more and listened more 
carefully.

From standardised assessments10

l  There are some indications that 
focusing on children’s language 
through Talk Boost KS2 can 
significantly improve children’s reading 
comprehension – an average of 11 
months’ progress in seven months. 
These changes take longer to see.

l  Twelve weeks after taking part in Talk 
Boost KS2 analysis indicated that 
children’s sentence comprehension, 
naming and narrative had improved. 

l  Both of these findings need to be 
confirmed in further research.11

Evaluation and key findings  
 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Evaluation and key findings  

10 Assessment of Comprehension and Expression 6–11 (ACE). London: 
GL Assessment (Sentence Comprehension, Naming and Narrative 
subtests only); York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC). 
London: GL Assessment.

11 Further research is required due to a lack of control group at follow-up in 
this cross-over design study.
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The Talk Boost KS2 Tracker is included 
in Talk Boost KS2 to help you to identify 
which children to include in the groups 
and to track their progress. It will also help 
to identify those children who have more 
significant difficulties that may need further 
investigation from a speech and language 
therapist. 

You – as class teacher – are likely to 
have an idea which children to include. 
However, sometimes language and 
communication difficulties are hidden, 
manifesting themselves in other ways 
such as withdrawal, challenging behaviour, 
difficulties making friends or a failure 
to make progress with learning. Often 
the language we hear can mask other 
difficulties, such as remembering and 
following instructions. 

About the Talk Boost KS2 Tracker
The Talk Boost KS2 Tracker is a tool 
to check children’s communication and 
language development against what’s 
known to be typical in Years 3 & 4 (ages 
7–9) and Years 5 & 6 (ages 9–11). If 
repeated over time it can also be used to 
show progress. 

This Tracker has not been designed as a 
full language assessment, has not been 
standardised and does not replace 

specialist investigation by a speech and 
language therapist.

The Tracker covers the most important 
areas of language and communication 
relating to functional use of language, 
particularly in the classroom. These 
language and communication skills are 
important as they reflect children’s personal, 
social and emotional development, 
including their ability to be independent, self 
sufficient and make relationships. All these 
skills are important for children to learn in 
school.

The Tracker is divided into four sections and 
combines Questions and Observations. 

The four sections are:

l   Listening carefully: listening and 
attention skills expected at this age.

l   Vocabulary: strategies that children 
use to help them learn and remember 
new words.

l   Telling stories and saying what 
happens: use of grammar and the 
ability to join sentences and construct a 
simple, clear narrative.

l   Working with others and having 
conversations: use of language in the 
classroom with other children.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / How can I identify children for Talk Boost KS2?  

How can I identify children for  
Talk Boost KS2?  
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Using the Tracker:

l   Use the Tracker just with those children 
who have been identified as having 
possible difficulties. 

l   Make sure that you use the Tracker 
designed for the school year that the 
child is in. 

l   The Tracker includes pictures, scoring 
instructions and space to record 
responses for each child. 

l   There are direct Questions that you ask 
the child. 

l   There are also Observations that 
consider the child’s communication in 
the classroom. This is completed by a 
teacher who knows the child well. 

l   As well as the paper Tracker, the online 
scoring system allows you to record 
each child’s results, both before and 
after Talk Boost KS2, obtain their score 
and help determine the appropriate 
action to take.  

l   The online scoring system (www.
talkboostks2tracker.org.uk) will also 
produce a report that can be printed for 
use in school.

For further details of how to use the Tracker, 
see the Tracker section. 

Child self-rating scale
The Child self-rating scale can also provide 
useful information about the impact of 
Talk Boost KS2 from a child’s perspective. 
Children are asked to rate how they feel 
about various aspects of communication 
in school, including making friends, sharing 
ideas and asking questions in class. The 
rating scale can be administered by you 
or a TA; someone who knows the child 
well. Complete it both before and after Talk 
Boost KS2, and use the online scoring tool 
to analyse the results and provide a report. 

Find the online Child self rating scale at 
www.talkboostks2tracker.org.uk

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / How can I identify children for Talk Boost KS2?  
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Evidence informed
The approaches and strategies used in 
Talk Boost KS2 are evidence informed; 
there is either direct research evidence to 
support a given strategy or it is informed by 
specialists’ experience.

Visual support
All the activities rely on visual support. 
Providing children with pictures, diagrams 
and photos gives them a more permanent 
reminder about what they are doing, 
reading or talking about. These visual 
resources support the spoken message.

Repetition
Activities, key words and sentences 
are repeated to help children become 
more secure in their knowledge and 
understanding. Talk Boost KS2 has 
repetition and reinforcement built in to  
the weeks’ activities.

Clear learning objectives for  
each session
These learning objectives should be shared 
with the children, in terms that they can 
easily understand, so that they know what 
is expected and will know if they have 
achieved it.

Explicit feedback
Research12 shows that giving children 
clear feedback that links specifically with 
the learning objectives is one of the most 
effective methods for raising attainment. 
This is a feature of the session reviews as 
well as the activities in Week 8: Session 3.

Meta-linguistic skills
Meta-linguistic awareness is the ability to 
reflect on the use of language. It is important 
in supporting the development of learning as 
well as more sophisticated use of language. 
Talking about language and communication, 
and encouraging children to use language 
to talk about their language, helps them 
to become more aware of what skills they 
need to demonstrate. The description of 
the activities in Talk Boost KS2 includes 
suggestions for what to say to help children 
develop their meta-linguistic awareness.

Clear demonstration and practice 
of social rules during sessions
Once listening carefully has been established 
in Week 1, the TA delivering Talk Boost KS2 
should constantly look out for, comment 
on and praise children who demonstrate 
listening carefully throughout the intervention. 
They should also reinforce the practice of 
turn-taking in conversations and activities by 
referring to it at all relevant times.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / About Talk Boost KS2

About Talk Boost KS2  
 

12 The Sutton Trust (2011) Toolkit of strategies to improve learning. 
Durham: Durham University.
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Recording progress
As class teacher, you should monitor the 
children’s progress by taking a baseline 
measure before starting the intervention 
and then repeating it after the eight weeks. 
The Talk Boost KS2 Tracker is provided 
to facilitate this (see above). The Session 
review chart completed by the TA also 
helps you to check progress in each 
session. As the teacher responsible for the 
learning of all the children in your class, you 
should support the TA by monitoring and 
discussing the delivery of the intervention.

Differentiation
At the end of most sessions in the 
Intervention Manual there is a Make it 
harder suggestion. It is likely that children 
in the group will have different levels 
of language, so the TA can adjust the 
activity slightly to ensure that each child is 
challenged to move to the next stage. 

Consolidation/embedding skills
At the end of every week there is a 
suggestion for Taking it further. This gives 
ideas as to how you can use the strategies 
and activities across the curriculum. Doing 
this not only provides the children from the 
Talk Boost KS2 group with opportunities 
to consolidate and practise the skills they 
have learned, but also supports language 
and communication development for other 
children in the class. The Whole class 
activities also support this.

10 / Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual
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Links with whole class
It is important that the skills and strategies 
introduced in Talk Boost KS2 groups are 
not seen as something only to be used in 
these sessions. Making links with whole 
class activities can help: 

l  reinforce learning from the Talk Boost 
KS2 groups

l show that this learning is valued

l  provide further opportunities to practise 
and develop skills introduced in the 
group

l   develop confidence and self esteem 
by using children from the group as 
‘experts’

l  give a consistent message to the whole 
class about the importance of language 
and communication skills and the 
strategies that can be used to support 
them

l   develop whole class language skills, 
which will in turn impact on other 
areas of learning as well as social and 
emotional development

l  give opportunities to share good 
practice in supporting children’s 
language development, building on staff 
knowledge and supporting all children in 
the class.

Links with home
Much of the information above also holds 
true for the home environment. For these 
reasons, we have developed the Homework 
activities in this Teacher Manual with parent 
tips for developing communication skills at 
home. These homework tasks are designed 
to be used flexibly, so you may need to 
include some additional written information 
about them to help parents support their 
child to complete the task. 

Independent learning
Many of the strategies developed in Talk 
Boost KS2 are transferable to classroom 
learning and help children to become more 
independent learners. For example, you can 
use comprehension monitoring (see Week 
1 activities for examples) in any learning 
situation. The Whole class activities help to 
make this link. In the final week, the children 
taking part in Talk Boost KS2 are required to 
choose strategies or resources that they will 
continue to use in class.

The Communication Detective Notebook 
also provides the children in the Talk Boost 
KS2 group with a permanent reminder of 
their learning.

 Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual / 11
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Talk Boost KS2 has a different focus each week, but the skills learned are then reinforced 
and used throughout the intervention. 

Structure of Talk Boost KS2

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Structure of Talk Boost KS2 

Week 1 and 
throughout

Listening carefully 

Week 2 Listening carefully & Learning new words 

Week 3 Learning new words & Telling stories and saying what happens 

Week 4 Telling stories and saying what happens

Weeks 5 and 6 Remembering and thinking 

Week 7 Working with others

Week 8 Making friends and having conversations
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At the end of each week there is a Whole 
class activity and a Homework activity. 
The Whole class activities either repeat 
activities that the Talk Boost KS2 children 
have carried out during the week, or are 
new activities that support the area of 
language that the group has focused 
on. The Whole class activities enable all 
the children in the class to benefit from 
evidence-informed language-supportive 
strategies and approaches, which will assist 
in their learning and progression.

You can use the children in the intervention 
group as ‘experts’ in the Whole class 
activity, as appropriate. In some activities 
it is suggested that they lead the group 
and in others that they support the class 
groups or give out resources. You need to 
discuss their role in the Whole class activity 
with the TA: this will depend on each child’s 
confidence and how appropriate their 
contribution would be. 

You should carry out the Whole class 
activity when the Talk Boost KS2 group 
have completed all three sessions of that 
week’s activities; and set the Homework 
activity as a follow up to this. Exactly when 
you do these activities depends on the 
scheduling of the Talk Boost KS2 group 
and your classroom timetable. You may 
want to allocate a fixed time for the activity 
each week, or decide to slot it into another 

lesson where it supports the work you’re 
doing. For example, in Week 2 the Word 
detective sheet can be used across the 
curriculum, and in Week 3 The Lion and the 
Mouse story may fit into a literacy lesson. 
Discuss with the TA the best time to do 
the activities as they may have to support 
the children, particularly when the activity 
involves the group taking the lead. 

The children in the Talk Boost KS2 group 
follow up the Homework activity in the next 
session. It is up to you to decide how to 
follow up the Homework activity with the 
whole class. 

Learning objectives
Each activity starts with a learning objective 
to make the purpose of the activity clear. 
Use the same term for this as is used 
across your school, e.g. ‘success criteria’, 
‘learning aims’, ‘We Are Learning To/WALT’.

Whole class activities and 
repeating Talk Boost KS2
Detailed explanations are given for how to 
run each of the Whole class activities and the 
resources you need. Suggestions for what to 
say are shown in italics.

If you want to repeat Talk Boost KS2 in the 
same academic year, it’s important for the 
children involved to participate in the Whole 
class activities and have the same 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Delivering Whole class and Homework activities

Delivering Whole class and 
Homework activities 
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opportunity as the first group to demonstrate 
their learning and be the class ‘experts’. 

To avoid repetition for the rest of the class, 
look carefully at the suggestions for the 
Whole class activities and use them as a 
starting point, adapting the ideas according 
to the needs of your class. This might 
include repeating the original Whole class 
activity, using more of the suggestions for 
differentiation, or taking the key ideas and 
adapting them in some other way. 

Differentiation
It’s important that you use your knowledge 
of the children in the class to differentiate 
both the Whole class activity and the 
Homework activity, to ensure that every 
child is challenged and makes progress. 
Suggestions for differentiation are made 
after the description of each activity. Look 
at the ideas and adapt them to your class, 
especially if you’re repeating Talk Boost 
KS2 in the same academic year. 

Resources
Most of the resources you need (cards, 
posters, templates, etc) are provided in the 
Resources section. However, you need to 
find some standard school resources (e.g. 
pencils, glue, small whiteboards, scissors) 
for some weeks.

Some of the resources are available as 
PDF downloads for use on interactive 

whiteboards (see the Resources section 
for details). These can be downloaded from  
www.talkboostks2.org.uk

You can find a list of the resources – both 
those provided and those you need to find 
– in the Overview section of each week, and 
in the Teacher resources checklist on pages 
18–21. 

Timings
Each session lasts for about 20 minutes 
(Week 7 may be a whole lesson). While you 
should keep the pace of learning brisk, make 
sure you don’t talk too fast for the children. 
Ideally, try not to talk too much yourself, and 
explain by demonstrating the activities where 
possible. It’s fine if you decide that you want 
to take longer over the activities in order to 
thoroughly meet the learning objective or 
extend it further. Remember, you can fit the 
activity into any lesson and don’t need to 
allocate additional time to carry it out.

14 / Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual
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As the teacher, you and the teaching 
assistant (TA) work together to deliver Talk 
Boost KS2.

You are responsible for:

l  Managing Talk Boost KS2 overall. To 
do this you need to be familiar with the 
Intervention Manual.

l  Supporting the TA in preparing and 
running the group. Preparation with the 
TA includes:

 −  Week 2: Choose the target words 
to use. 

 − Week 3: Choose a story.

 −  Week 6: Choose which science 
text to use, or create a new one 
based on another area of the 
curriculum.

 −  Week 7: Session 3: Discuss with 
the TA a few ideas for a PE lesson 
warm-up game or activity. The Talk 
Boost KS2 group will have to plan 
a game or activity in Session 3, but 
it would help if you had some ideas 
already that the TA could prompt the 
children with.

 

 −  Week 8: Discuss with the TA which 
strategies or resources will be most 
useful for each of the Talk Boost 
KS2 children to continue to use and 
practise. This will help to push the 
children more in Session 3: Activity 2.

 −  Week 8: Discuss with the TA what 
each child has done particularly 
well at in the Talk Boost KS2 group. 
The TA will write these comments 
in the child’s Notebook at the end 
of Session 3.

l  Monitoring the progress of the children 
in the group by monitoring the Session 
review charts. 

l  Collecting before and after measures 
using the Talk Boost KS2 Tracker and 
Child self-rating scale.

l  Delivering the Whole class activities, 
including adapting the ideas to suit 
your class, especially if you’ve already 
run a Talk Boost KS2 group with your 
class earlier in the year.

l  Setting and following up the Homework 
activities (the Homework activities for 
those children in the intervention group 
will be followed up by the TA during the 
group sessions).

Class teacher and teaching 
assistant partnership

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Class teacher and TA partnership
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The TA is responsible for:

l Running the Talk Boost KS2 group.

l  Preparing the resources for each 
session.

l Recording the children’s progress.

l  Following up the children’s Homework 
activities for those children in the 
intervention group (this is included in 
the session plans).

l  Liaising with you for input (as described 
above).

l  Where possible, supporting the children 
from the Talk Boost KS2 group during 
the Whole class activities.
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What happens after the eight weeks of Talk 
Boost KS2 are over? The children will have 
learned many useful strategies that they can 
continue to use to support their learning in 
class. You can help support the children to 
use their learned strategies in various ways:

l  Modelling language and correcting/
extending what children say. You 
and your colleagues provide children 
with the model for language and 
communication, not only in the Talk 
Boost KS2 activities but also in class, in 
the playground and in conversations at 
other times. This means taking time to 
listen carefully to whoever is speaking, 
to seek clarification when you are not 
sure about something, and to speak 
clearly.

l  Using each child’s completed 
Communication Detective Notebook, 
which will contain useful strategies 
and approaches that will support 
the children’s learning and language 
development. We suggest that you 
keep this book in school so you 
and the TA can refer to it in future 
lessons. For example, a child who is 
not listening well can use the listening 
reminders in their Notebook when they 
work; or when writing a story a child 
can use the story structure reminders. 
We recommend that you become 

familiar with the contents of each child’s 
Notebook so that they can use it to its 
full potential.

l  Making visual reminders (such as the 
Good listening picture prompt cards: 
Resources r and 7*) easily accessible 
in class and referring to them frequently.

l  Providing children with story content 
reminders when they are writing stories 
(such as the Story content cards: 
Resource 3#).

l  Pre-teaching or checking knowledge of 
new words (using the Word detective 
sheet: Resource 1*).

l  Encouraging the children to use 
strategies such as making an 
Instructions grid (Resource 5$) any 
time they feel they need to in class 
activities.

l  Reminding children of good group 
skills during group activities (using 
the Group skills poster: Resource 

6&) and providing children with role 
cards (similar to the Group role cards: 
Resource 6^).

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Keeping it going

Keeping it going
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Teacher resources  

Week Activity Resources 

Week 1
Listening 
carefully

Whole class activity
Using clarification 
phrases

Resources provided:

7* Good listening picture prompt cards

1)  Clarification posters  
(PDF download available)

7( Barrier activity pictures
Resources you need to find:
• Plain paper for Children B to draw on
• Pencils and colouring pencils
• Large hardback books or similar to act 

as a screen between pairs

Homework activity
Using clarification 
phrases

Resources provided:

8% Clarification phrases homework

Week 2
Learning new 
words

Whole class activity
Being a word detective

Resources provided:

1^  Word detective sheet: A3  
(PDF download available)

1&  Word detective sheet: completed 
example

1*  Word detective sheet: A4 (enough 
copies for pairs or small groups)

Homework activity
Being a word detective

Resources provided:

8^ Word detective sheet homework

Teacher resources 
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Teacher resources

Week Activity Resources 

Week 3
Telling stories 
and saying 
what happens

Whole class activity
Identify the components 
of a story and use them to 
tell a story or make up a 
new version

Resources provided:

8)   The Lion and the Mouse story cards 
(PDF download available)

Homework activity
Storytelling

Resources provided:

8& Storytelling homework

Week 4
Telling stories 
and saying 
what happens

Whole class activity
Storytelling

Resources provided:

8!  Storyboard template  
(PDF download available)

Resources you need to find:

• Pencils

Homework activity
Storytelling

Resources provided:

8* Storyboard grid homework

 Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual / 19
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Week Activity Resources 

Week 5
Remembering 
and thinking

Whole class activity
Using a wider variety of 
adjectives

Resources provided:

8@  Word slide poster: blank 
(PDF download available)

Homework activity
Using a wider variety of 
adjectives

Resources provided:

8( Word slide homework

Week 6
Remembering 
and thinking

Whole class activity
‘Why’ and ‘How’ 
questions about a story

Resources provided:

8#  The Little Wolf and the Horrible Little 
Girl picture prompts  
(PDF download available)

Homework activity
Different story endings

Resources provided:

9)  The Little Wolf and the Horrible Little 
Girl homework

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Teacher resources  
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Week Activity Resources 

Week 7
Working with 
others

Whole class activity
Practising group skills  
in PE

Resources provided:

6&  Group skills poster  
(PDF download available)

8$ Group skills observation sheet

Resources you need to find:

• Small whiteboard and pen

Homework activity
Practising group skills in 
another activity at home

No resources needed

Week 8
Making friends 
and having 
conversations

Whole class activity
Talk Boost KS2 quiz

Resources provided:

7^  Magnifying glass pictures (the Talk 
Boost KS2 group will bring these to the 
Whole class activity)

Homework activity There is no Homework activity in Week 8 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Teacher resources
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Further reading and resources

Below are some suggestions for further 
reading on speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN) and some 
strategies and resources if you’re interested 
in finding out more.

General resources on typical 
language development
What’s Typical Talk at Primary: a poster 
showing key stages of development 
through the primary years. You can find out 
more on the I CAN website:  
https://shop.ican.org.uk/primary 

Universally Speaking: a booklet describing 
the stages of language development in 
the primary years. You can find out more 
information on The Communication Trust’s 
website – www.thecommunicationtrust.
org.uk – and follow the links to the 
resources section.

Children with speech, language 
and communication needs
I CAN’s series of papers, I CAN Talk, are 
available to download from the I CAN 
website: www.ican.org.uk/What_is_
the_issue.aspx (and follow the links to 
‘Evidence’). Of particular interest may be:

l  I CAN Talk 2: The Cost to the Nation of 
Children’s Poor Communication 

l  I CAN Talk 6: Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs and Primary 
School-aged Children

Misunderstood – Supporting children and 
young people with speech, language and 
communication needs: a booklet available 
from The Communication Trust.

Supportive strategies for the 
whole class
Talking Strategies KS2: a resource for KS2 
staff. Further details at:  
www.ican.org.uk/shop 

Activities promoting active listening: 

l  Dolloghan, C. & Kaston, N. (1986) ‘A 
comprehension monitoring program for 
language impaired children’, Journal 
of Speech and Hearing Disorders, 51, 
264–71.

l  Maggie Johnson (SLT) has published 
widely on the subject of active listening.

Further reading and resources   
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Research underlying Talk 
Boost KS2 activities promoting 
vocabulary development
l  Stephen Parsons’ ‘Ten steps to 

becoming a word wizard’ as described 
in Parsons, S., Law, J. & Gascoigne, M. 
(2005) ‘Teaching receptive vocabulary 
to children with specific language 
impairment: a curriculum-based 
approach’, Child Language Teaching 
and Therapy 21, 1; pp.39–59.

Whole staff training in speech, 
language and communication
Primary Talk training: available at two 
different levels. Further details at:  
www.ican.org.uk/primarytalk

Other I CAN language intervention 
programmes 
Early Talk Boost

Early Talk Boost, developed with support 
from the UBS Optimus Foundation, is an 
evidenced, targeted intervention aimed at 3 
to 4 year old children with delayed language 
development, boosting their language skills 
to help narrow the gap between them and 
their peers. Findings from our pilot study 
show that after Early Talk Boost children 
make statistically significant progress in 
their early language. On average they make 
six months’ progress after the nine-week 

intervention, helping them to narrow the 
gap between them and other children their 
age. This is twice the rate of progress of 
children not having the intervention.

Further details at  
www.earlytalkboost.org.uk

Talk Boost KS1

Talk Boost KS1 is a targeted intervention 
for 4 to 7 year old children with delayed 
language development. Evaluation shows 
that on average children made between 
9 and 18 months’ progress in language 
levels following the 10-week intervention. 
When Talk Boost KS1 is used as part of 
a whole school approach to supporting 
communication skills, 90% of children with 
delayed language have been shown to 
meet or exceed progress in reading.

Further details at www.talkboostks1.org.uk
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Listening carefully
Week 1 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Overview

Overview
In Week 1 the Talk Boost KS2 children 
focused on the requirements for good 
listening, and were given the skills to seek 
clarification. These are foundation skills 
for later weeks and the TA will look for 
opportunities to reinforce them in all the 
sessions, praising the children for using 
them appropriately, and challenging or 
reminding them when they could or should 
have shown specific skills.

The Whole class activity starts with a 
quick reminder of good listening and then 
introduces the same phrases to use for 
clarification.

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 

Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

7* Good listening picture prompt cards

1) Clarification posters (PDF download available)

7( Barrier activity pictures
Resources you need to find:
• Plain paper for Children B to draw on
• Pencils and colouring pencils
• Large hardback books or similar to act as a screen 

between pairs

Homework activity Resources provided:

8% Clarification phrases homework
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Whole class activity

Week 1 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand 
and ask the speaker to repeat/
slow down/say it louder

Time: 5-10 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Start with a reminder of how to show 
good listening skills (Resource 7*). Ensure 
the children know and understand how to:

 − Sit fairly still

 − Look at the speaker

 −  Think about the same thing as the 
speaker.

l If the children are listening carefully 
and remember all three steps to being a 
good listener but still don’t understand, 
discuss what they could do (e.g. say ‘I 
don’t understand’). Some schools have 
an agreed method for children to use, 
such as showing ‘thumbs up’ for ‘I’m OK; 
I understand’; ‘thumbs down’ for ‘I don’t 
understand’ and ‘thumbs middle’ (pointing 
horizontally) for ‘I’m not quite sure’. Use 
the agreed method in your school for this 
activity.

l Go on to explain that sometimes it is 
a good idea to tell the speaker a bit more 
about why you don’t understand. This will 
help them to help you.

l Ask the children: Why might you not 
understand what someone has said? Wait 
for suggestions. Sometimes the speaker 
may have used too many words for us 
to remember, spoken too quickly or too 
quietly. 

l Ask the children: If the speaker has 
used too many words, what could we say? 

l Show and explain the first of the 
Clarification posters (Resource 1)): ‘There 
are too many words. I can’t remember 
them.’ 

l Next ask: If the speaker has spoken 
too quickly, what could we say? Show and 
explain the Clarification poster: ‘Can you 
slow down, please?’

l Finally, ask: If the speaker has spoken 
too quietly, what could we say? Show and 
explain the Clarification poster: ‘Can you 
say that a bit louder, please?’

l Give the children the opportunity to 
practise saying each phrase, with support 
as necessary.

l  Display the posters so that the 
children can refer to them during the activity 
and in other classroom tasks.

28 / Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Whole class activity

Barrier activity 
This activity gives the children the 
opportunity to use the clarification 
phrases

Time: 10–15 minutes

l Next explain the barrier activity, and 
say that you expect the children to listen 
carefully to their partner and to use the 
correct phrase if there’s something they 
don’t understand. 

l Divide the children into pairs, Children A 
and Children B. Give Children A one of the 
Barrier activity pictures (Resource 7() and 
ask them to describe the picture to Children 
B. They don’t have to include all the detail 
in the picture, just as much as they are 
able. Children B should not see the picture, 
so use a screen or large book as a barrier 
or sit the children back to back. 

l Children B then try to draw the picture, 
based on Children A’s description. You may 
need to demonstrate the activity using a 
child as your partner to draw the picture as 
you describe it. 

l Allow the pairs about five minutes, 
and encourage the children to use the 
clarification phrases if they need to.

l  If there’s time you can swap, so 
Children B do the describing and Children A 
the drawing.

l When giving your feedback on the 
activity, include examples of pairs of 
children who listened carefully and used the 
clarification phrases well.

Further suggestions
Children should become more adept at 
clarifying when they don’t understand 
what’s been said in everyday situations, 
including all learning tasks.

They should begin to use more specific 
clarification phrases, e.g. ’Can you tell me 
what ... means? Can you explain the last 
part again?’

l Introduce the Clarification posters 
(Resource 1)) then ask the children to 
share other suitable phrases that they can 
use to clarify what someone has said. 
Listen out for children using the phrases 
naturally in discussions and praise them 
when they do. When the children are 
feeding back to the class on their group 
discussions, ask them also to comment 
on whether anyone in the group needed to 
clarify anything, and if so how they did it.

l Instead of using the Barrier activity 
pictures (Resource 7(), make the 
barrier activity part of a normal lesson, 
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e.g. describing a historical scene or a 
landscape with some geographical features 
to a partner. This can be a good way of 
introducing a new topic – you could start 
the activity as a normal barrier activity 
but after a few minutes move on to a 
wider whole class discussion about what 
the children have been describing (i.e. 
they don’t have to complete their picture 
description).

l Get the children to make a classroom 
display of ’Helpful things to say when you 
don’t understand something’, for example:

 –  ‘So what you mean is ...’

 –  ‘I’m not quite clear on ...’

 –  ‘Just checking, you think that ...’

l Briefly remind the children of the 
importance of listening carefully (being 
an active listener) just before any learning 
activity in which they have to talk with each 
other, for example:

 –    English/literacy: discuss what they 
thought about characters in a text 
they have read

 –    Maths/numeracy: understand how 
a partner solved a problem

 –    Science: consider a range of 
predictions for an investigation

 –    PE: understand the tactics 
in a game that a partner has 
suggested.

The focus should be on listening carefully 
to the partner’s point of view and asking 
questions to make sure they have 
understood what’s been said.
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Whole class activity

KS2_Manual_TEA_Intro.indd   30 12/05/2016   14:35

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Teacher Manual / 31
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Whole class activity

Week 1 
Homework activity 

l  For the Clarification phrases 
homework (Resource 8%), ask the 
children to complete the pictures with the 
appropriate clarification phrase. There are 
two different worksheets to enable you to 
differentiate the task:

 −  Worksheet A: Read the description 
of each scene. Write in the speech 
bubble what you would say.

 −  Worksheet B: Match the speech 
bubble to what you would say in 
each situation.

l You can review these as necessary 
with the whole class the following week.

Further suggestions
l  Instead of using the worksheets 
provided in this Teacher Manual, ask the 
children to explain to other family members 
what we mean by ‘clarification phrases’.

l Ask the children to make a note of 
any clarification phrases used at home – 
who was talking, what were they talking 
about and what did they say to clarify the 
misunderstanding? Tell them to be ready to 
talk about this in class next time.
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Listening carefully &  
Learning new words
Week 2 

Week 2 / Listening carefully & Learning new words / Overview

Overview
This week the Talk Boost KS2 group 
reviewed their learning about listening 
carefully and what to say when they don’t 
understand. They also began to look at ways 
to help them learn new words. Vocabulary 
difficulties can impact on language skills and 
learning in a number of ways. It is therefore 
important to help children develop skills 
that enable them to extend their vocabulary 
independently (i.e. learning how to learn and 
remember new words). 

The Whole class activity picks up on 
the vocabulary part of this, introducing 
the Word detective sheet. The key idea 
behind this is that learning new words is 
easier when you know more things about 
the word, and recalling them is easier 
when you have linked them with your 
existing knowledge. This includes general 
knowledge as well as word knowledge 
(and also includes information about 
speech sounds in the word: this links with 
classroom teaching in phonics).

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 

Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

1^  Word detective sheet: A3 (PDF download available)

1& Word detective sheet: completed example

1*  Word detective sheet: A4 (enough copies for pairs or 
small groups)

Homework activity Resources provided:

8^ Word detective sheet homework
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Week 2 / Learning new words / Whole class activity

Week 2 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Talk about features of a word to 
help learn and remember it

Time: 20 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Show the children the Word detective 
sheet: A3 (Resource 1^ or on the 
whiteboard). This framework provides them 
with a way to learn and remember new 
words. 

l Tell them: To understand and 
remember new words we need to find out 
clues about the word – for example what it 
sounds like, what it means and where you 
may have heard or used it before.

l Select a word to demonstrate how to 
use the Word detective sheet. The word 
(or picture of the word) goes in the middle. 
You could start with a topic-related word or, 
to make it more challenging, you could use 
a word related to classroom processes or 
learning objectives, e.g. ‘discuss’, ‘predict’ 
or ‘cooperate’.

l Use the headings on the sheet to talk 
about the word in different ways. As the 
children make suggestions, fill in the clues. 
With some words it won’t be possible to 
fill in all the boxes.

l  If you have time, split the children into 
small groups or pairs and give them each 
another word to work on, using the Word 
detective sheet: A4 (Resource 1*). After a 
few minutes ask the children to share what 
they have thought about for their word.

l Summarise by saying: We can 
learn new words by thinking about lots of 
information about the word, such as what 
it sounds like and where we have heard it 
before.
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Further suggestions
As children become more familiar with the 
question prompts on the Word detective 
sheet they should find it easier to think 
about any word that’s new to them in this 
way.

l Make children aware of the rationale 
behind learning new words using the Word 
detective sheet.

l Use the Word detective sheet 
regularly. As the children become more 
used to using it, gradually reduce the 
amount of support you give them. Over 
time, the sheet can be used as a resource 
for quick 5-minute lesson introductions, 
giving different groups or pairs different 
words to work on.

l In any lesson, when you come across 
a word that’s new to the children, get in 
the habit of talking about it for 1–2 minutes 
in this way (using some of the question 
prompts from the Word detective sheet).

l When children are reading, encourage 
them to use the Word detective sheet to 
help them learn unfamiliar words.

l Choose words that provide further 
differentiation for groups or pairs, and tie 
them in with other learning activities.

Week 2 / Learning new words / Whole class activity
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Week 2 / Learning new words / Homework activity

Week 2 
Homework activity 

l  Give each child a word that they need 
to solve by using the clues on the Word 
detective sheet homework (Resource 8^). 

l Tell the children that they can draw or 
write single words or short phrases in the 
relevant section on the sheet. They then 
bring their expert knowledge back to the 
class. 

l You may want to differentiate this by 
choosing words to give to children with 
differing levels of ability.

l You may also want to give more 
guidance to parents on how to complete 
the sheet.
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Learning new words &  
Telling stories and  
saying what happens
Week 3 

Week 3 / Learning new words & Telling stories and saying what happens / Overview

Overview
In Week 3 the Talk Boost KS2 group 
reviewed their learning about vocabulary 
and developed their understanding about 
stories. The intervention returns to these 
narrative skills in later weeks in the context 
of working memory, problem solving and 
working in groups.

This week one of the Talk Boost KS2 
group’s activities involved the story The 
Hare and the Tortoise. For the Whole class 
activity we suggest similar activities using 
another story (The Lion and the Mouse – 
one of Aesop’s Fables). However, you may 
prefer to take the ideas and structure of the 
activity and adapt it to a story that you plan 
to work on in class.

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

8)  The Lion and the Mouse story cards  
(PDF download available)

Homework activity Resources provided:

8& Storytelling homework
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Week 3 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Identify the components of a story 
and use them to tell a story or 
make a new version

Time: 15–20 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Show The Lion and the Mouse story 
cards (Resource 8)) one by one in mixed 
order, and briefly ask questions or comment 
on the pictures to help the children become 
familiar with them. You can display the 
pictures on the whiteboard as well.

l When you have shown them all the 
pictures ask the children if they can arrange 
them into the correct order to tell the story. 
Give prompts as necessary, e.g. Which one 
comes first? What’s next? etc. Read the text 
for each picture to help the children decide 
on the right order. If you’re using a whiteboard 
ask the children to write a number next to the 
picture to show the order.

l When the children are happy with the 
order, explain that they are going to tell the 
story in their own words (i.e. without reading 
the text). Support them as necessary either 
with questions or starting off sentences, 
e.g. Once upon a time, there was ... A few 
days later, some hunters ... You can do this 
as a whole class, in small groups or in pairs.

l With the cards still showing, challenge 
the children to tell you the story components 
– Who? What? Where? etc – in The Lion and 
the Mouse. They should identify:

 − Who? Lion, mouse, hunters

 −  When? Once upon a time,  
one day

 − Where? In the jungle

 −  What happens? The lion caught 
the mouse, but let him go; some 
hunters caught the lion

 −  How does it end? The mouse 
rescued the lion; the mouse proved 
that he was a good friend

l When the children have correctly 
identified each of the story components, 
explain that by changing one of these parts 
we can make up a new story. For example, 
instead of a lion, the story is about a tiger. 
This is a fairly small change to the story 
overall. A greater change is if the lion didn’t 
let the mouse go. What would happen then 
when the hunters captured the lion?

Week 3 / Telling stories and saying what happens / Whole class activity
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l  Differentiation – for a more able group 
or class you could:

 –    Display only the pictures and ask 
the children to work in pairs to 
identify Who? When? Where? What 
happens? and How does it end? 
(have these questions on display).

 –    Briefly talk about the effect of 
changing one part (as described 
above).

 –    Challenge the pairs to invent their 
own version of the story using one 
to two changes.

l Ask the children to suggest two or 
three story changes, as time permits.

l Briefly recap on the story components 
and how changing these can lead to a new 
story. This leads into the Homework activity.

Further suggestions
These activities should further develop 
children’s understanding of the story 
components (Who? When? Where? 
What happens? How does it end?). 
More able children should be able to use 
these components with greater ease and 
creativity. The suggestions below involve 
reducing the structure and visual prompts 
for the children.

l Instead of using The Lion and the 
Mouse story, use another text but follow the 
same sequence of:  

© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.
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Talking about the pictures

Telling the story in their 
own words (maybe with 

prompts)

Identifying the Who? 
Where? When? What 

happens? How does it end?
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Then show, using a few examples of your 
own or suggestions from the children, how 
changing one component can alter the 
whole story.

l Whichever story you choose, you can 
make the task harder by asking the children 
to discuss (e.g. in pairs) and identify the 
Who? When? Where? etc straight from the 
pictures (i.e. before telling the story). The 
children then make up a story based on 
changing just one of the components while 
keeping the others the same.

l In Week 4 the Whole class activity 
is about making up a new story from a 
choice of story components. (They think of 
examples of Who? When? Where? first.) 
If the children are already familiar with the 
story components and identifying them 
in a known story, move on to this activity 
in Week 3, making sure to reinforce the 
components and give more prompts for the 
less able children/Talk Boost KS2 group. 
Provide some structure to help, e.g. by 
insisting that all the potential characters 
they propose are superheroes/animals/
famous people (or whatever you choose), 
or that the setting has to be linked to your 
current history topic or some other theme.
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Week 3 
Homework activity 

l In the Storytelling homework 
(Resource 8&) ask the children to put the 
pictures for the story The Hare and the 
Tortoise in the right order. 

l Next they have to think about the story 
components – Who? When? Where? etc – 
and change one component. 

l  Instead of using The Hare and the 
Tortoise challenge the children (especially 
more able children) to make an alternative 
version of another story they know. When 
they re-tell it to a partner or in class, can the 
listener guess the story it’s based on?

Week 3 / Telling stories and saying what happens / Homework activity

l Finally the children must tell the story 
to someone at home (i.e. this is not a written 
task), including their change, and say how 
the new story ends.
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Telling stories and saying  
what happens
Week 4 

Week 4 / Telling stories and saying what happens / Overview

Overview
In Week 4 the children in the Talk Boost 
KS2 group extended their knowledge about 
storytelling and consolidated their learning 
from Week 3.

There is a clear link between spoken and 
written narrative, so for some children with 
delayed language skills telling and writing a 
story can be a challenge.

Use the Storyboard template (Resource 

8!) in the Whole class activity. 

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.
uk) for use on interactive whiteboards.
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Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

8!  Storyboard template (photocopy one of these for each 
group in advance – PDF download available)

Resources you need to find:

• Pencils

Homework activity Resources provided:

8* Storyboard grid homework
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Week 4 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Make up a story that includes all 
the key story components

Time: 20–25 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  The Talk Boost KS2 group have 
prepared a short story to tell to the class. 
Support them to do this, e.g. make 
sure they have their Storyboard grids 
as reminders, or perhaps start off key 
sentences for them.

l Remind the whole class about 
listening carefully.

l At the end of the story, the children 
in the Talk Boost KS2 group explain what 
the story components are in their story. Ask 
the rest of the class if they can say if all the 
story components were included (Who? 
When? Where? What happens? and How 
does it end?).

l Divide the class into small groups. Ask 
them to think of two or three suggestions 
for each of the story components. Then 
ask them to choose one suggestion from 
each component (Who? When? Where? 
etc) to make into a story. Give each group 

the Storyboard template (Resource 8!) to 
use as a reminder. They don’t need to write 
on this but can draw pictures to jog their 
memory.

l Each group then develops a story to 
tell. At the end of the session ask each group 
to tell their story to the rest of the class, using 
their Storyboard template to help them. 

l While each group tells their story, ask 
the rest of the class to listen carefully for all 
of the story components.

Further suggestions
The aim here is to give the children further 
opportunities to apply what they know 
about stories to create new ones.

l Link this activity to your literacy/ 
English plans.

l Place further restrictions on the 
What happens? aspect of the stories – 
for example tying in with a theme you’re 
developing in class (e.g. good triumphing 
over evil; a story with a moral; incorporating 
certain historical facts).

l Create and tell a story (as above) but 
with more specific criteria, e.g. include a 
sub-plot (perhaps the chosen character 
has two separate goals to achieve), more 
specific conjunctions (e.g. meanwhile, 
therefore) or a specific theme (as above).

Week 4 / Telling stories and saying what happens / Whole class activity
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l Extending last week’s Homework 
activity (where they made a simple change 
to an existing story), in Week 4 ask the 
children to make up their own story by 
combining the story components, as they 
did in the Whole class activity. 

l Using the Storyboard grid homework 
(Resource 8*), ask each child to draw 
their story and tell it to someone at home 
(so they don’t need to write it down). They 
can base their story on the one they made 
up for the Whole class activity, or make up 
another story. 

l Ask the more able children to write 
a sentence or two for each picture. 
Alternatively, create and tell a story (as on 
page 44) but with more specific criteria, 
e.g. include a sub-plot, more specific 
conjunctions (e.g. meanwhile, therefore) or a 
specific theme. The children should still use 
the Storyboard template (Resource 8!) or 
Storyboard grid homework (Resource 8*; 
perhaps with more sections for more able 
children or if it’s a repeat of the activity) to 
draw their ideas as a reminder, keeping the 
focus on speaking rather than writing.

Week 4 
Homework activity 

Week 4 / Telling stories and saying what happens / Homework activity
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Remembering and thinking
Week 5 

Week 5 / Remembering and thinking / Overview

Overview
The Talk Boost KS2 group started Week 
5 with a mini-review of their learning so 
far, using their Communication Detective 
Notebook as a reminder. The rest of the 
week introduced and developed strategies 
to support the children’s working memory 
and problem solving skills.

The Whole class activity repeats one of 
the strategies introduced in the group. The 
Word slide enables children to see in a very 
visual way how certain words are linked 
on a continuum. Linking these words, and 
using examples to demonstrate them, not 
only helps to show the range of vocabulary 
that the children can choose from, but also 
where new words fit in.

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 
Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

8@ Word slide poster: blank (PDF download available)

Homework activity Resources provided:

8( Word slide homework
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Week 5 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Use a word slide to learn and 
remember a range of related 
adjectives

Time: 15–20 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Ask the children for a few ideas of 
things that make them happy or sad. 
Then show them the Word slide poster: 
blank (Resource 8@ or on the whiteboard). 
Mark on the slide a happy face and a sad 
face, and recap some of the examples the 
children gave to go with each.

l Then ask one of the following: 

 −  So, what word or phrase could we 
use if we meant something better 
than happy? Point to the Word 
slide after where Happy is marked. 

 −  Do/did all of these situations make 
you feel happy in the same way? 
Which made you feel happier? Can 
you think of another word for this? 

 

 −  Can you think of any words or 
phrases that might fit here? Point 
to any of the spaces on the slide, 
before Sad, between Sad and 
Happy or after Happy.

l Repeat the process for ‘sad’ words 
and/or scenarios until the Word slide looks 
something like this:

miserable – very sad – sad – OK – pleased 
– happy – great – fantastic

l Summarise by pointing out: Instead of 
just saying ‘sad’ or ‘happy’ we can make 
our language more interesting and show 
more about how we feel about something if 
we use one of these alternatives.

l This then leads into the Homework 
activity.

Week 5 / Remembering and thinking / Whole class activity
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Further suggestions
Use the same approach with a variety of 
adjectives to further extend the children’s 
vocabulary. Linking them with specific 
situations helps to put the new words in 
context and make them easier to learn. 
(This matches the approach to vocabulary 
in Week 2 – the Word detective sheet.)

l Other adjective dimensions that can 
be used with the Word slide include: 

 –  bored – interested – excited

 –  angry – calm

 –  mean – generous

 –  ugly – plain – beautiful

l Provide groups with a list of words 
for them to try and rank along the scale, 
providing their own example situations to 
illustrate the given words. Alternatively, 
provide example situations for them to 
rank and then think of suitable adjectives 
to label them.

l Provide example situations separate 
from their adjectives for the children to 
match (situation A – adjective) and rank 
along the Word slide, e.g. ‘Watching the 
rain’ could be linked to the word ‘bored’.

l Any of the activities above can be 
combined with dictionary work or internet 
research.
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This week, use the Word slide homework 
(Resource 8() to set up differentiated 
homework activities. For example:

l Write a few words on the word slide, 
and ask the children to think of and draw a 
scene (or something that reminds them of a 
scene) to go with each of the words on  
the slide. 

l Give the children a semi-completed 
Happy/Sad word slide and ask them to 
complete the words and think of a situation 
for each.

l Give the children another word slide 
with just the word ‘angry’ written roughly 
in the middle. Again, ask them to think of 
situations and/or alternative words and 
situations to demonstrate varying degrees 
of feeling angry.

l You may want to write more guidance 
for parents on how to complete the sheet 
depending on the activity you choose.

Further suggestions
l Using a text you’ve been working on 
together in class, ask the children to pick an 
adjective and use it to make up their own 
scale, providing more words to fit along the 
scale and example situations for each.

Week 5 
Homework activity 

Week 5 / Remembering and thinking / Homework activity
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Remembering and thinking
Week 6 

Week 6 / Remembering and thinking / Overview

Overview
Week 6 continued the general strategy 
of helping the Talk Boost KS2 group to 
understand and remember by showing 
them how to use visual reminders. These 
will help their independence skills as well as 
working memory and problem solving skills. 
The activities covered following instructions, 
remembering a story and reasoning about a 
non-fiction text.

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 

Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

8#  The Little Wolf and the Horrible Little Girl picture prompts 
(PDF download available)

Homework activity Resources provided:

9)  The Little Wolf and the Horrible Little Girl homework
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Week 6 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Understand inferences (hidden 
meanings) in a story

Time: 20–25 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Following on from Week 6: Session 2, 
the Talk Boost KS2 group tell the story The 
Little Wolf and the Horrible Little Girl to the 
rest of their class. You should support them 
with this, for example making sure that the 
picture prompts (Resource 8#) are used to 
structure the story and help the rest of the 
class maintain their focus on the story.

l In the Talk Boost KS2 group, the 
children heard the story up to the point 
where the horrible little girl hides behind a 
tree. They then had to make up their own 
ending. You may like to stop the story at 
this point. 

l The Talk Boost KS2 group are to 
ask the class their Why? and How do 
you know? questions, either before or 
after telling the story. The Talk Boost KS2 
children should know the answers to these 
questions (from their group work) and so 
can say if the answers given in class are 
correct or not.

 −  Why does the little wolf have  
a basket of food?

 −  Why does the little wolf go through 
the woods?

 −  Why does the horrible little girl hide 
behind a tree?

 −  How do you know what the horrible 
little girl is thinking about the food? 

l Ask the class if they think the story 
is complete. They should tell you: ‘No, we 
need to know how it ends’. Then ask the 
class how they think the story ends. They 
can discuss this in pairs or small groups. 

l Finally, ask the Talk Boost KS2 group 
to complete their version of the story.

Week 6 / Remembering and thinking / Whole class activity
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Further suggestions
The story and inferential questions that the 
group have devised may be too simple for 
some children; however, other children may 
benefit from similar activities to those of the 
Talk Boost KS2 group.

l Discuss what the main change was in 
the story presented by the Talk Boost KS2 
group. Challenge the children to devise 
a similar alternative version for a familiar 
story. (This may tie in with a class theme as 
there are many examples of this, e.g. Roald 
Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes, and could lead 
on to further class work during which you 
could reinforce the idea of making up Why? 
and How do you know? questions.)

l Ask the group to present their story 
and inferential questions to a carefully 
selected group of children.

l If appropriate to the class or a 
group within the class, use the same 
approach as the Talk Boost KS2 group (see 
Intervention Manual, Week 6: Session 2) 
with another story to help develop inferential 
understanding. This approach involves 
becoming familiar with a story first and then 
being led into making up Why? and How do 
you know? questions, for which the children 
may already know the answers.
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l Ask the children to tell the story of 
The Little Wolf and the Horrible Little Girl 
to someone at home, using the picture 
prompts in the homework (Resource 9)). 

l Challenge them to come up with two 
or more alternative endings to the story, and 
to draw pictures of these to remind them.

Further suggestions
l These activities should sit alongside 
other class work, so if the tasks are too 
easy for some children replace them with 
your planned literacy activities for those 
children.

Week 6 
Homework activity 

Week 6 / Remembering and thinking / Homework activity
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Working with others
Week 7 

Week 7 / Working with others / Overview

Overview
This week the Talk Boost KS2 children 
learned and practised group skills. 

The 10 key group skills that they covered 
this week were:

Set 1
l Looking at the speaker

l Listening to others

l Taking turns and not interrupting

l  Asking when you’ve not understood 
something

Set 2
l Asking sensible questions

l Keeping to the topic

l Giving everyone a chance to talk

Set 3
l Praising others for a good idea

l  Asking about what someone has said 
in a good way

l Accepting others’ ideas

The children in the Talk Boost KS2 group 
have planned and prepared a short  
warm-up game or activity for the class PE 
lesson. The TA should discuss this with you 
in advance, so you know what to expect.

Some of the resources are available as PDF 
downloads (from www.talkboostks2.org.uk) 
for use on interactive whiteboards.

 

Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

6& Group skills poster (PDF download available)

8$ Group skills observation sheet

Resources you need to find:

• Small whiteboard and pen

Homework activity No resources needed
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Week 7 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Understand and practise using 
group skills

Time: 40–50 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  Use the activity or game devised by 
the Talk Boost KS2 group as the warm-up 
to a PE lesson. If possible, ask the children 
in the Talk Boost KS2 group to give the 
instructions to the rest of the class.

l After the warm-up activity, use the 
following headings (on a small whiteboard) 
to help the Talk Boost KS2 group talk about 
how they planned the activity:

 − What game or activity?

 − What equipment?

 − Who will explain the rules?

l Show the Group skills poster 
(Resource 6& or on the whiteboard) and 
briefly discuss with the class how these 
skills can help you work better together in a 
group. If possible, involve the children from 
the Talk Boost KS2 group in this discussion 
so that they can give examples of what they 
did while practising these skills.

l Organise the children into small 
groups and ask them to devise another 
short warm-up activity for the rest of the 
class. Use the same headings on the 
whiteboard as prompts. 

l Explain that you (and/or possibly the 
children from the Talk Boost KS2 group) 
will be checking if they are using the group 
skills while planning their activity. (You can 
use the Group skills observation sheet 
(Resource 8$) to help with this.) Allow 
about five minutes for this planning.

l Ask one or two groups to explain their 
activity or game and then let the whole 
class have a turn.

l At the end of the lesson, take brief 
feedback from the groups about their use of 
the group skills.

l Allow time in a follow up lesson for 
the remaining groups to run their activity or 
game.

Week 7 / Working with others / Whole class activity
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Further suggestions
l Carry out a similar task to the one 
described above but in a different lesson, 
e.g. an art class or a music session. 

l Focus on two or three specific group 
skills that are most relevant to your class. 
Demonstrate what they look like or use 
some of the children to do so.

l Practise a specific group skill in the 
context of other areas of the curriculum. For 
example, with ‘Giving everyone a chance 
to talk’, give one child a tick sheet with the 
other children’s names on it. Explain that 
their task is to make sure that every child 
says at least one idea for each question. 
The group could be explaining how they 
solved a maths problem, discussing ideas 
for a piece of drama or answering questions 
about a historical resource. The child with 
the tick sheet monitors the group.

l Developing group skills takes time – 
plan for group activities in different lessons 
where the children can practise the most 
relevant skills, first in isolation in simple 
activities, then in combination with other 
skills and in more complex tasks.
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l Ask the children to do a creative 
activity with another person at home. This 
could be building from recycled materials, 
colouring, cooking, Lego/construction or 
crafts. If you wish, tie it in with your current 
classroom topic. 

l The important thing is for the children 
to work with another person (e.g. sibling, 
parent or grandparent) and report back on 
what it was like to work with someone else: 
what roles did each person take?

l Give parents some written guidance 
on this depending on the activity you’d like 
them to complete at home. For example: 
We’ve been learning about working with 
others this week and it would be good if 
your child could practise some of these 
skills at home. Please can you ... When 
your child is next in school we’ll be asking 
them to report back about what it was like 
working with someone else and the roles 
that each person took during the task.

Further suggestions
l Group skills are equally important 
in group activities outside the classroom. 
Extra-curricular activities such as sports 
groups, clubs and school trips give ideal 
opportunities to practise group skills further.

Week 7 
Homework activity 

Week 7 / Working with others / Homework activity
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Making friends and having 
conversations
Week 8 

Week 8 / Making friends and having conversations / Overview

Overview
This last week of the Talk Boost KS2 
intervention gave the children an 
opportunity to think about some of the 
ways that we make friends, and to practise 
some skills that we use when we have 
conversations. The children were given an 
opportunity to consider different emotions. 
Friendships are extremely important to 
children, but for some children making 
and maintaining friendships can be a real 
challenge.

In the final session the children were 
challenged to think about all the clues to 
being a good communicator that they have 
discovered, and encouraged to think about 
how they will continue to use these skills.

 

Activity Resources

Whole class activity Resources provided:

7^  Magnifying glass pictures (the Talk Boost KS2 group will 
bring these to the Whole class activity)

Homework activity There is no Homework activity in Week 8 
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Week 8 
Whole class activity 

Learning objective 
Revise the strategies and learning 
from Talk Boost KS2

Time: 15–20 minutes

See Further suggestions below if you’ve 
already done this activity with your class or 
if you want to make it more challenging.

l  The children in the Talk Boost KS2 
group have planned some quiz questions 
on being a communication detective for the 
rest of the class. These are a reminder of 
the skills that the children have learned in 
the Whole class activities and Homework 
activities over the last seven weeks.

l Divide the class into small groups.

l With support from their TA, the Talk 
Boost KS2 group ask the quiz questions 
and tell each group to raise their hands 
when they think they know the answer.

l Award points to the group who gives 
the right answer. Use the Magnifying glass 
pictures (Resource 7^) as points – the Talk 
Boost KS2 group will bring these to the 
session.

l Summarise and add information to the 
answers given – and perhaps add a few of 
your own questions too!

Further suggestions
l Share some of the activities/resources 
from the Talk Boost KS2 group with the 
rest of the class, and involve the Talk Boost 
KS2 children in demonstrating what they’re 
about.

l Narrow the choices for the class by 
pre-selecting certain resources. Then 
discuss with your class what helps them 
with one or several of the following: 

How to: 

 –   Listen carefully and remember what 
someone has said

 –   Check if you don’t understand 
something

 –  Remember new words

 –  Remember instructions

 –  Tell a good story

 –  Make friends

 –  Work well in a group

l Encourage the children to set 
themselves a personal target or challenge: 
to try and use a particular method over the 
next few weeks that will help them with the 
aspect of communication that you or they 
have identified.

Week 8 / Making friends and having conversations / Whole class activity
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Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 

The Talk Boost KS2 Tracker is a tool 
to check children’s communication and 
language development against what’s 
known to be typical in Years 3 & 4 (ages 
7–9) and Years 5 & 6 (ages 9–11).  
If repeated over time it can also be used  
to show progress. 

This Tracker has not been designed as 
a full language assessment, has not 
been standardised and does not replace 
specialist investigation by a speech and 
language therapist.

The Tracker covers the most important 
areas of language and communication 
relating to functional use of language, 
particularly in the classroom. These 
language and communication skills are 
important as they reflect children’s personal, 
social and emotional development, 
including their ability to be independent, self 
sufficient and make relationships. All these 
skills are important for children to learn in 
school.

The Tracker is divided into four sections and 
combines Questions and Observations. 

The four sections are:

l   Listening carefully: listening and 
attention skills expected at this age.

l   Vocabulary: strategies that children 
use to help them learn and remember 
new words.

l   Telling stories and saying what 
happens: use of grammar and the 
ability to join sentences and construct a 
simple, clear narrative.

l   Working with others and having 
conversations: use of language in the 
classroom with other children.

Talk Boost KS2  Tracker  
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Using the Tracker
The items in blue in the Tracker reflect 
what is typical for most 7–9 year olds (Years 
3 & 4) and 10–11 year olds (Years 5 & 6) 
with normally developing skills. 

Because children develop language skills at 
different rates, some may be slightly ahead or 
behind these levels; children who are greatly 
behind may benefit from additional support. 

At ages 7 (Years 3 & 4) and 9 (Years 5 & 
6), the language skills of most children 
won’t be as advanced, and this is reflected 
in the scoring. The Tracker is based on 
age-related norms to help to differentiate 
between children whose skills are age-
appropriate and those who may benefit 
from targeted or specialist support.

Each section of the Tracker contains a 
number of Questions and Observations of 
how the child functions in school (except 
for Working with others and having 
conversations, which is entirely based on 
Observations). All the items are based on 
research evidence for children’s language 
development (based on native English 
speakers). See the References on  
page 69 for more information.

Make sure to complete all four sections, 
and all the Questions and Observations, 
to develop a profile of the child’s 
communication and language skills across 
these key areas and ensure that areas of 
concern are not missed.

If the child struggles with the questions, 
despite repetition and encouragement, then 
move on to the next section. Score the 
child 0 for items not attempted.

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 
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Resources

All pictures are included at the end of the Tracker

Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6

Timer (to time one minute) Vocabulary: Question 3 Vocabulary: Question 2

Recording device, e.g. 
tablet computer (you’re 
advised to record what the 
child says, so that you can 
transcribe it later)

Telling stories and 
saying what happens: 
Questions 1 and 3

Telling stories and 
saying what happens:  
All questions

Online scoring
Online scoring for the Tracker is available at 
www.talkboostks2tracker.org.uk

Follow the instructions to register and 
set up your school’s details. By entering 
your groups’ data you’ll be able to obtain 
a report showing the children’s progress. 
You can use these reports as evidence 
for governing bodies and Ofsted of the 
outcome of Talk Boost KS2; and the reports 
are especially useful where funding (such 
as Pupil Premium) has been used to pay for 
the intervention.

At I CAN we continuously strive to gather 
feedback and impact evidence on how our 
programmes are working post-pilot and 
to refine our materials. By using the online 
scoring for the Tracker you are supporting 
us with this. From time to time we’ll also 
make changes to the Tracker, and you can 
download and print copies of the latest 
Tracker from the website.

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 
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Demonstrating the Tracker
A short video of a TA and child completing 
the Vocabulary and Telling stories and 
saying what happens sections of the 
Tracker / Years 3 & 4 is available at  
www.talkboostks2.org.uk 

The Vocabulary section runs from 00.00–
04.20 and the Telling stories section runs 
from 04.21–07.00.

Points to note:

•  The TA is using a clock to help her time 
one minute during the Vocabulary 
section.

•  The TA is using a tablet to record the 
Telling stories section. Otherwise she 
may have struggled to write down all 
the information without interfering with 
the fluency of the child’s story.  

•  The TA provides some prompts 
and examples and makes some 
encouraging noises. 

•  Be careful about using praise. Use 
neutral, encouraging feedback, e.g. 
‘Thank you/Let’s move on to the next 
question’. Avoid saying whether the 
response is right or wrong. 

•  Record any additional relevant 
comments, e.g. the child says ‘I forgot 
the word’.

•  When recording, note any behaviours 
you observe that may be related to the 
child’s language skills, e.g. the child 
acts using the sword. 

•  Make sure you allow some thinking 
time in the storytelling part of the 
Telling stories section.

•  If the child is struggling, bring the 
assessment to a close.

•  Transcribe the recording on to the 
Tracker as soon as possible so you 
remember the context and understand 
what the child is saying.

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 
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Administering the Tracker
•  The Tracker is designed to help you 

measure the progress a child makes 
following Talk Boost KS2. Administer 
the Tracker before the intervention starts 
and again after it’s completed. The 
online scoring system will compare the 
before and after scores and calculate 
how much progress the child has made 
in each area.

•  Make sure you use the correct section 
for the child’s age: either Years 3 & 4 or 
Years 5 & 6. Use the same age group 
Tracker after Talk Boost KS2 has been 
completed.

•  Start with the Listening carefully 
section and ask the Questions, 
following the instructions carefully.

•  Do the same for the other sections 
(except for Working with others 
and having conversations, which is 
based on Observations only).

•  Read through each of the Observations 
and score them carefully, according 
to what you know about the child 
and how they normally behave. You 
don’t need the child with you for this 
part. It may be helpful to discuss the 
Observations with other adults who 
know the child in the classroom.

Scoring the Tracker
• Add the scores for the Questions 
and Observations to find the total in each 
section. Write them on the BEFORE score 
summary when you use the Tracker before 
Talk Boost KS2, and on the AFTER score 
summary when you repeat the Tracker 
after the intervention. (If you use the 
online Tracker the scores will be added 
automatically.)

• Add the scores from each section to 
give the overall score and write this at the 
bottom of the score summary. (Likewise, 
the online Tracker will do this for you.)

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 
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Interpreting Tracker scores 
•  For each of the four sections, identify 

the category for the child on the score 
summary. Working towards age 
expectations has three sub-sections 
to give more information about the 
child’s level of attainment. This also 
helps you to prioritise children for the 
Talk Boost KS2 groups and monitor 
their progress closely.

•  For the overall total score, identify the 
category for the child and the action  
to take (see below).

•  Due to the nature of language and 
communication it’s possible that some 
children will have a mixed profile with 

scores for each section in different 
categories. Such children may also 
benefit from taking part in a Talk Boost 
KS2 group. Consider which children 
have the greatest need and how many 
groups you can run at the same time or 
over the year.

•  Some children, especially if they have 
some scores in the Working below 
age expectations category, need 
careful monitoring. If they don’t make 
as much progress as other children in 
the group it’s worth reflecting on their 
Tracker scores before and after Talk 
Boost KS2, and then seeking advice 
from a speech and language therapist.

Working below age expectations

The child has significant difficulty in one or more areas of language and communication which 
needs further investigation and possibly a referral to a speech and language therapist.

Working towards age expectations

The child has language and communication skills lower than would be expected for this 
age group and will benefit from Talk Boost KS2 to further develop their communication 
and language skills. If the child has just completed Talk Boost KS2 and made progress, 
but still falls within this range, they will benefit from continued targeted support within 
class using the strategies introduced in the intervention.

Working at age expectations

The child has age-appropriate language and communication skills; continue to support 
their further development through quality first teaching.

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 
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Talk Boost KS2 Tracker 

References
The developmental statements on which 
the Tracker Questions and Observations 
are based have been taken from I CAN’s 
language development poster for Primary 
years, ‘What’s typical talk at Primary?’ 
which itself was based on research and 
knowledge of communication development, 
including the following.
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Helping language development: A 
developmental programme for children 
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London: Edward Arnold Publishers.
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•  Berk, L.E. (2003) Child development. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Word category criterion scores:

•  Semel, E., Wiig, E. & Secord, W. 
(2013) Clinical evaluation of language 
fundamentals – fifth edition (CELF-5). 
Pearson Clinical Assessment.

Speech sounds/phonological 
development:

•  Caroline Bowen website: http://
speech-language-therapy.com/ 

•  Hatcher, P., Duff, J. & Hulme, C. 
(2014) Sound linkage: An integrated 
programme for overcoming reading 
difficulties. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell.
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concept of a story: Ages 2 to 17. 
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press.
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‘Assessment of narrative’, from An 
introduction to working with narrative – 
annual study day, Eastern Region SIG 
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•  Education Queensland language 
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Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 3 & 4
Year 3

Child’s name........................................................ Date of Tracker.................................................Date of birth........................................................

Age: Years ............... Months...................Male/Female .............. What language(s) does the child speak at home?.................................................. 

Name of person completing the Tracker ...................................................................................................................................................................

Year 3: Score summary BEFORE Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
BEFORE 
Talk Boost 
KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Vocabulary 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Working with others and having conversations 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Overall total score 0–23 24–27 28–31 32–35 36–60

BEFORE score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Targeted support, e.g. 
Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 3: Score summary AFTER Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
AFTER Talk 
Boost KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Vocabulary 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Working with others and having conversations 0–5 6 7 8 9–15

Overall total score 0–23 24–27 28–31 32–35 36–60

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Continued targeted 
support within class using 
the strategies introduced 
in Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 4

Child’s name........................................................ Date of Tracker.................................................Date of birth........................................................

Age: Years ............... Months...................Male/Female .............. What language(s) does the child speak at home?.................................................. 

Name of person completing the Tracker ...................................................................................................................................................................

Year 4: Score summary BEFORE Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
BEFORE 
Talk Boost 
KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Vocabulary 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Working with others and having conversations 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Overall total score 0–27 28–35 36–43 44–51 52–60

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Targeted support, e.g. 
Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 4: Score summary AFTER Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
AFTER Talk 
Boost KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Vocabulary 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Working with others and having conversations 0–6 7–8 9–10 11–12 13–15

Overall total score 0–27 28–35 36–43 44–51 52–60

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Continued targeted 
support within class using 
the strategies introduced 
in Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching

TBKS2_Tracker_3-4.indd   4 12/05/2016   17:54

Online use only



Untitled-1   1 13/05/2016   09:50

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 3 & 4 / 5
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 3 & 4
Listening carefully
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

Say to the child: I’m going to ask you some questions to find out how good you are at listening carefully. Sometimes I might not explain very well what 
you have to do, or I might make a mistake, but I’m sure you’ll let me know if there’s anything you don’t understand.

1. Children can follow instructions with three parts

Use Picture 1 and say to the child: Listen to everything I say before you start. Show me the children 
sharing a book, the maths display and the child with headphones.

Scoring guidance: If the child asks you to repeat the instruction, use this as their response to 
Question 3. 

You may repeat the instruction once, but it must be the whole instruction. 

Score 0 if they ask you to repeat the instruction again.

Can’t follow Identifies  
1 part

Identifies  
2 parts

Identifies all 
3 parts

2. Children understand instructions with three concepts

Continue using Picture 1 and say to the child: Show me the child with brown hair who is standing 
behind the group on the left.

Scoring guidance: If the child asks you to repeat the instruction, use this as their response to 
Question 3 (unless you already did this in Question 1). 

You may repeat the instruction once, but it must be the whole instruction.  
Score 0 if they ask you to repeat the instruction again.

Can’t follow Identifies  
1 part

Identifies  
2 parts

Identifies all 
3 parts
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Listening carefully
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Children are aware when a message is unclear and are able to ask for clarification

EITHER: Omit this question if the child asked you to repeat the instruction in Questions 1 or 2: Score 3. 

OR: Using Picture 1, ask the child the following, but cough or mumble the word in bold to see if the child 
asks you to repeat the instruction:

Show me the child who is reading something on their own.

If the child asks for clarification or says they don’t understand, repeat the instruction clearly. 

Scoring guidance: Score this item based on whether they ask for clarification or not; it doesn’t matter 
what they point to.

Unaware 
the 
message 
is unclear/ 
Guesses/ 
Doesn’t 
ask for 
clarification

Aware that 
something 
is unclear, 
e.g. looks 
confused, 
but doesn’t 
ask for 
clarification 
unless 
prompted, 
e.g. ‘What’s 
wrong?’

Asks you 
to repeat/
Asks for 
clarification/
Says they 
don’t 
understand

4.  Children are able to ask for specific clarification related to what is unclear 

Point to Picture 1 and say to the child: Show me the square thing.

Choose one of the square items beforehand so you can clarify for the child if they ask.

Scoring guidance: If the child guesses one of the square items, prompt them by saying:  
Not that square thing.

Score 2 if they then ask which one.

If they say ‘I don’t understand’, prompt with ‘What don’t you understand?’ 

Score 1 if they can’t explain further.

Score 2 if they then say ‘Which square thing?’

Score 3 if they ask immediately ‘Which square thing?’

Guesses Says ‘I 
don’t 
understand’ 
but unable 
to explain 
further

Says ‘I 
don’t 
understand’ 
and when 
asked what 
they don’t 
understand, 
asks ‘Which 
square 
thing?’/ 
Guesses 
but then 
asks

Asks 
‘Which 
square 
thing?’
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Listening carefully
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Shows appropriate listening skills, e.g. sitting still, looking at the speaker, thinking about 
the same thing

Scoring guidance: Reminders may be verbal or visual, e.g. referring to ‘good listening’ posters in the 
classroom.

Only with 
frequent 
prompting 

Some of 
the time; 
occasional 
reminders

Most of 
the time; 
occasional 
reminders

Most of 
the time; 
very few 
reminders

Listening carefully
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 3: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 4: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Vocabulary
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

Children learn new words every day. The ability to learn, store and recall new words depends on having established word learning skills. These include 
phonological awareness (an awareness of sounds in words) and semantic skills (understanding the meaning of words, including inferred meaning).

Children of school age are typically able to use these skills.

1. Children are able to provide information about the sounds in words

Say to the child: The word ‘opposite’ has three syllables and ‘after’ has two syllables. Tell me how 
many syllables there are in:

• Telephone 

• Rabbit

• Knife 

Note if the child says the word out loud or claps the word to work it out.

Say to the child: Which sound is the same in these two words:

• Chin – Chalk?

• Long – Wrong?

Say to the child: Give me three words that rhyme with: 

• Meet

• Bake

Say to the child: Tell me the sounds in these words, for example ‘fat’ has /f/ /a/ and /t/ 

• Get

• Shell

• Post

No 
response/ 
0 correct

1–4 correct 5–8 correct 9–10 
correct
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Vocabulary
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

2.  Children are able to provide some information about the meaning of a word, e.g. what it’s 
used for or where they’ve come across it before

Say to the child: I’m going to say a word; if you don’t know the word, tell me. If you have heard the 
word before I’d like you to put it into a sentence to show me what it means. For example, if I said 
‘independently’, you might say ‘Sometimes I don’t need help and I can work independently in the 
classroom’. 

Choose just one of the following words and say:

Your word is ‘available’ [OR] ‘environment’.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

Doesn’t 
know the 
word 

Says they 
recognise 
the word, 
but can’t 
put it in a 
sentence

Attempts to 
put word in 
a sentence 
but the 
meaning is 
unclear

Able to 
clearly 
explain 
word in a 
sentence

3.  Children have word categories and are able to place known words into groups or give 
exemplars of groups

Note: For this question you’ll need to time one minute.

Say to the child: I’m going to give you a word and I’d like you to say as many words as you can 
that fit into that category in one minute. For example, if I said ‘clothes’, you might say ‘shoes, 
trousers, coat’ and so on.

Choose just one of the following words and say:

Your word is ‘animals’ [OR] ‘food’.

Count how many words the child says in one minute.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

Scoring guidance: ‘Shark’, ‘snake’ and ‘beetle’ are all acceptable answers for ‘animals’. 

0–12 words 13–17 
words

18–20 
words

21+ words
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Vocabulary
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

4. Children are able to use a wide variety of adjectives and verbs 

Say to the child: I’m going to say a word and I’d like you to give me other words that mean the 
same thing, but are more interesting. For example, if I say ‘hot’, you might say ‘burning’ or 
‘scorching’.

Choose just one of the following words and say:

Your word is ‘large’ [OR] ‘small’.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

No 
response 

1 example 2 examples 3+ 
examples
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Vocabulary
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Uses age-appropriate vocabulary when talking, e.g. not just basic words such as ‘chair’, 
‘cup’, ‘go’, ‘said’ or a simple range of colours

Rarely 
uses more 
than basic 
vocabulary 

Uses more 
than basic 
vocabulary 
if prompted

Uses more 
than basic 
vocabulary

Uses a 
range of 
words, 
including 
topic-
related and 
process 
words, e.g. 
‘adapt’ or 
‘investigate’

Vocabulary
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 3: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 4: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

We recommend that you write down or record the child’s answers to Questions 1 and 3.

1. Children are able to join sentences in a variety of ways, e.g. ‘if’, ‘because’, ‘so’

Use Picture 2 and say to the child: Look at these pictures. This is Harry. [Point to the boy in the 
pictures]. Have a good look at all the pictures first, so that you know what happens. Can you tell 
me a story about what Harry did last weekend?

You may prompt the child to see if they can say more than a single short phrase, e.g. ‘Can you tell me 
anything else?’

Write down what they say:

Scoring guidance: Consider the child’s response as a whole. 

Score 0: e.g. ‘Harry fed the ducks.’

Score 1: e.g. ‘Harry got some bread. He fed the ducks. He played on the slide.’

Score 2: e.g. ‘Harry and his friend went to the park. They fed the ducks and then they went on the slide. 
Then they went home.’

Score 3: e.g. ‘Last weekend Harry and Amrit went to the park. Harry took some bread so he could feed 
the ducks. After that they played on the swings and had fun. Then they went home.’

Says single 
short 
phrase, e.g. 
‘Fed the 
ducks’

Says short 
sentence 
about each 
picture, e.g. 
‘Harry got 
some bread. 
He fed the 
ducks. He 
played on 
the slide’

Says short 
sentences 
using some 
conjunctions, 
e.g. mostly 
‘and’ or ‘and 
then’

Completes 
story 
including 
setting, 
e.g. ‘Last 
weekend...’, 
all relevant 
details and 
joins ideas 
with suitable 
conjunctions

TBKS2_Tracker_3-4.indd   12 12/05/2016   17:54

Online use only



Untitled-1   1 13/05/2016   09:50

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 3 & 4 / 13
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

2. Children are able to use ‘because’ in a sentence to indicate cause/effect

Use Picture 3 and say to the child: Look at this picture and tell me what’s happening and why.

Says single 
short 
phrase, e.g. 
‘Girl sad’ or 
‘Drop ice 
cream’

Says short 
sentence 
about the 
picture, e.g. 
‘The girl is 
sad’

Expresses 
more than 
1 idea in a 
well-ordered 
sentence, 
e.g. ‘The girl 
is sad – she 
dropped her 
ice cream’

Gives 
sentence 
using 
‘because’ 
(or ‘cos’), 
e.g. ‘The 
girl is sad 
because she 
dropped her 
ice cream’
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Children’s stories have a good structure with a distinct plot, an exciting event, clear 
resolution and conclusion

Use Picture 4 and say to the child: Look at these pictures. I want you to make up a story using some 
or all of these pictures for your ideas. Try to make it as interesting as you can. Think about what 
you want to say first.

You may prompt the child to see if they can say more than a single short phrase, e.g. ‘Can you tell me 
anything else?’

Write down what they say:

Scoring guidance: Consider the child’s response as a whole.

Score 0: e.g. ‘There’s a castle with gold. The dragon got the gold. The soldier-man got the crown.  
The end.’

Score 1: e.g. ‘One day a dragon stole some gold. The girl got a sword and went in the woods. She got 
the crown from the dragon and gave it to the king.’

Score 2: e.g. ‘Once upon a time there was a king who lived in a castle. One day a dragon stole the king’s 
crown. The princess said she would find the crown but the king wasn’t sure as he knew how dangerous 

Says single 
short phrase 
for each 
picture; 
ideas not 
clearly 
joined

Gives overall 
impression 
of beginning, 
middle and 
end to the 
story

Gives idea 
of beginning, 
middle 
and end, 
e.g. using 
phrases 
such as 
‘Once upon 
a time’ and 
links some 
ideas

Includes 
setting, 
distinct plot 
and clear 
conclusion, 
with varied 
vocabulary
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

the dragon was. The princess went through the woods and met a knight. They found the dragon and got 
the king’s crown and took it back to the castle. The king was happy.’

Score 3: e.g. ‘Once upon a time there was an old king who lived in a great castle. One day a dragon 
stole the king’s crown but the king was too old and weak to get it back. The king’s only daughter, 
Princess Tora, said “Don’t worry, father. I will find the dragon and slay it and get your crown back for 
you.” The king wasn’t sure as he knew how strong and dangerous the dragon was. So the princess 
disguised herself in a suit of armour and rode out without anyone recognising her’, etc. 

4. Children use regular and irregular word endings

Using the child’s response to Questions 1 and 3, score according to their use of past tense and plurals.

Little or no 
use of past 
tense or 
plural nouns

Inconsistent 
use of past 
tense or 
plural nouns

Regular 
verbs and 
nouns 
correct but 
some errors

All verbs 
correct 
in past 
tense and 
appropriate 
use of 
plurals, e.g. 
‘children’
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Telling stories and saying what happens
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Uses narrative skills when telling a story (including saying personal ‘news’), including clear 
structure and relevant detail

Says single 
short 
phrase for 
1 or 2 ideas 
only; ideas 
not clearly 
joined 

Says single 
short 
sentences 
with some 
attempt to 
join ideas, 
e.g. ‘and 
then’

Says short 
sentences 
using some 
conjunctions 
to join ideas

Gives 
complete 
narrative 
including 
setting, 
what 
happens 
and clear 
conclusion; 
joins 
ideas with 
suitable 
conjunctions

Telling stories and saying what happens
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 3: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 4: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

There are no QUESTIONS for this section.

1. Chats in small groups to other children in the classroom Rarely or 
never chats 
with other 
children 
when in 
a small 
group in the 
classroom

Sometimes 
chats with 
friends

Chats 
comfortably 
with 
friends and 
sometimes 
with other 
children

Always 
chats in 
a small 
group with 
confidence

2. Makes simple, relevant comments in class discussions Never/rarely 
comments 
in an 
appropriate 
way 

Sometimes 
comments 
in an 
appropriate 
way if asked 
directly; 
limited 
response, 
e.g. 
expresses 
likes or 
shows 
agreement 
with 
someone 
else

Makes 
simple 
appropriate 
comments, 
e.g. 
expresses 
likes

Says own 
relevant 
ideas, 
possibly 
with reasons 
or adding 
interesting, 
new ideas 
confidently 

TBKS2_Tracker_3-4.indd   17 12/05/2016   17:54

Online use only



Untitled-1   1 13/05/2016   09:50

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 3 & 4 / 18
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Communicates effectively in pairs and small groups, e.g. keeps on topic, shares ideas and 
information, gives and receives advice, offers and takes notice of opinions

Rarely 
or never 
communicates 
effectively 
when 
speaking in 
small groups 
so difficult to 
assess

Sometimes 
communicates 
effectively 
in small 
groups when 
supported, 
e.g. makes 
requests, 
asks 
questions, 
gives 
explanations

Sometimes 
communicates 
effectively 
in small 
groups, e.g. 
comments 
on or 
suggests 
ideas

Usually 
communicates 
effectively 
in small 
groups, e.g. 
gives other 
children 
constructive 
feedback, 
persuades or 
negotiates

4.  Understands and uses conversational rules, e.g. maintains topics, asks appropriate 
questions, takes turns

Rarely or 
never uses 
conversational 
rules

Sometimes 
uses 
conversational 
rules when 
prompted

Uses 
conversational 
rules but 
inconsistently

Uses 
conversational 
rules well
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Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

5. Using formal language in some situations Never or 
always 
uses formal 
language 

Sometimes 
copies formal 
language if 
modelled 
first, e.g. 
‘You will 
need to say 
“Excuse me, 
Mrs Clarke” 
before you 
collect the 
scissors from 
the shelf’

Sometimes 
uses formal 
language 
independently 
but 
inconsistently, 
unless given 
a reminder

Spontaneously 
uses formal 
language 
in some 
situations, 
e.g. when 
showing 
a visitor 
around 
school

Working with others and having conversations
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 3: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 4: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 5 & 6
Year 5

Child’s name........................................................ Date of Tracker.................................................Date of birth........................................................

Age: Years ............... Months...................Male/Female .............. What language(s) does the child speak at home?.................................................. 

Name of person completing the Tracker ...................................................................................................................................................................

Year 5: Score summary BEFORE Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
BEFORE 
Talk Boost 
KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Vocabulary 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Working with others and having conversations 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Overall total score 0–19 20–23 24–27 28–31 32–48

BEFORE score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Targeted support, e.g. 
Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 5: Score summary AFTER Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
AFTER Talk 
Boost KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Vocabulary 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Working with others and having conversations 0–4 5 6 7 8–12

Overall total score 0–19 20–23 24–27 28–31 32–48

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Continued targeted 
support within class using 
the strategies introduced 
in Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 6

Child’s name........................................................ Date of Tracker.................................................Date of birth........................................................

Age: Years ............... Months...................Male/Female .............. What language(s) does the child speak at home?.................................................. 

Name of person completing the Tracker ...................................................................................................................................................................

Year 6: Score summary BEFORE Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
BEFORE 
Talk Boost 
KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Vocabulary 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Working with others and having conversations 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Overall total score 0–23 24–27 28–35 36–39 40–48

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Targeted support, e.g. 
Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Year 6: Score summary AFTER Talk Boost KS2

Total score 
AFTER Talk 
Boost KS2

Working below age 
expectations

Working towards age 
expectations

Working at age 
expectations

Listening carefully 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Vocabulary 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Telling stories and saying what happens 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Working with others and having conversations 0–5 6 7–8 9 10–12

Overall total score 0–23 24–27 28–35 36–39 40–48

AFTER score:
action to take

Further investigation or 
referral to a speech and 
language therapist

Continued targeted 
support within class using 
the strategies introduced 
in Talk Boost KS2

Quality first teaching
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Talk Boost KS2 Tracker / Years 5 & 6
Listening carefully
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

Say to the child: I’m going to ask you some questions to find out how good you are at listening carefully. Sometimes I might not explain very well what 
you have to do, or I might make a mistake, but I’m sure you’ll let me know if there’s anything you don’t understand.

1. Children can follow longer, unfamiliar instructions with embedded clauses

Use Picture 1 and say to the child: Show me the boy who’s sharing a book, the maths display and 
the table where the child wearing headphones is sitting. 

Scoring guidance: If the child asks you may repeat the instruction once, but it must be the whole 
instruction. 

Score 0 if they ask you to repeat the instruction again.

Can’t follow Identifies  
1 part

Identifies  
2 parts

Identifies all 
3 parts

2. Children can understand inferences

Continue using Picture 1 and say to the child: Do you think that this class should win ‘Class of the 
week’? Why?

Scoring guidance: 

Score 1: e.g. ‘Yes, because it might be their turn’; ‘Yes, because they are a good class’. 

Score 3: e.g. (more specific reason) ‘Yes, because these children are working together without an adult’, 
‘No, because these children look like they’re playing around’.

Gives no 
response or 
says ‘I don’t 
know’

Says ‘yes/
no’ and 
gives 
general 
reason, not 
linked to the 
picture

Gives 
reason 
linked to 
specific 
detail(s) in 
the picture
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Listening carefully
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Children are able to ask for specific clarification relating to what is unclear

Point to Picture 1 and say to the child: Show me the square thing.

Choose one of the square items beforehand so you can clarify for the child if they ask.

Scoring guidance: If the child guesses one of the square items, prompt them by saying:  
Not that square thing.

Score 2 if they then ask which one.

If they say ‘I don’t understand’, prompt with ‘What don’t you understand?’ 

Score 1 if they can’t explain further.

Score 2 if they then say ‘Which square thing?’

Score 3 if they immediately ask ‘Which square thing?’

Guesses Says ‘I 
don’t 
understand’ 
but unable 
to explain 
further

Says ‘I 
don’t 
understand’ 
and when 
asked what 
they don’t 
understand, 
asks ‘Which 
square 
thing?’/ 
Guesses 
but then 
asks

Asks 
‘Which 
square 
thing?’
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Listening carefully
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Sustains active listening to both what is said and the way it is said

Scoring guidance: Reminders may be verbal or visual, e.g. referring to ‘good listening’ posters in the 
classroom.

Only with 
frequent 
prompting 

Some of 
the time; 
occasional 
reminders

Most of 
the time; 
occasional 
reminders

Most of 
the time; 
very few 
reminders

Listening carefully
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 5: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 6: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Vocabulary
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

Children learn new words every day. The ability to learn, store and recall new words depends on having established word learning skills. These include 
phonological awareness (an awareness of sounds in words) and semantic skills (understanding the meaning of words, including inferred meaning).

By Year 5, children typically have well-developed phonological awareness skills and a rapidly expanding vocabulary.

1.  Children are able to provide some information about the meaning of a word, e.g. what it’s 
used for or where they have come across it before

Say to the child: I’m going to say a word; if you don’t know the word, tell me. If you have heard the word 
before I’d like you to put it into a sentence to show me what it means. For example, if I said ‘independently’, 
you might say ‘Sometimes I don’t need help and I can work independently in the classroom’. 

Choose just one of the following words and say:

Your word is ‘persuade’ [OR] ‘temporary’.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

Doesn’t 
know the 
word

Says they 
recognise 
the word, 
but can’t 
put it in a 
sentence

Attempts to 
put word in 
a sentence 
but the 
meaning is 
unclear

Able to 
clearly 
explain 
word in a 
sentence

2.  Children have word categories and are able to place known words into groups or give 
exemplars of groups 

Note: For this question you’ll need to time one minute.

Say to the child: I’m going to give you a word and I’d like you to say as many words as you can that 
fit into that category in one minute. For example, if I said ‘clothes’, you might say ‘shoes, trousers, 
coat’ and so on.

Choose just one of the following words and say: 

Your word is ‘animals’ [OR] ‘food’.

Count how many words the child says in one minute.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

Scoring guidance: ‘Shark’, ‘snake’ and ‘beetle’ are all acceptable answers for ‘animals’. For ‘food’, if the 
child starts naming, for example, different types of biscuit or sweet, say ‘Those are all biscuits/sweets. 
Can you think of foods that aren’t biscuits/sweets?’

0–20 words 21–24 
words

25–27 
words

28+ words
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Vocabulary
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Children are able to use a wide variety of adjectives and verbs

Say to the child:  I’m going to say a word and I’d like you to give me other words that mean the 
same thing, but are more interesting. For example, if I say ‘hot’, you might say ‘burning’ or 
‘scorching’.

Choose just one of the following words and say: 

Your word is ‘small’ [OR] ‘see’.

Use the other word when you re-do the Tracker after Talk Boost KS2.

No 
response 

1 example 2 examples 3+ 
examples
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Vocabulary
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Uses age-appropriate vocabulary when talking

Scoring guidance:

Score 3: e.g. uses a wide range of adjectives (‘terrified/petrified’ instead of ‘frightened’) and verbs (‘leap/
bound’ instead of ‘jump’), topic-specific vocabulary and process words (used across the curriculum), 
such as ‘adapt/explain’.

Rarely 
uses more 
than basic 
vocabulary 

Uses more 
than basic 
vocabulary 
if prompted

Uses a 
variety of 
adjectives 
and verbs, 
e.g. ‘cried’, 
‘exclaimed’ 
or ‘groaned’ 
instead of 
‘said’

Uses a 
range of 
words 
including 
topic-
related 
words and 
process 
words

Vocabulary
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 5: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 6: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

All the QUESTIONS relate to this task; you may want to score the questions afterwards.

Use Picture 4 and say to the child: Look at these pictures. This is Amaia. [Point to the girl in the pictures.] Have a good look at all the pictures first, so that 
you get some ideas. Can you tell me a story about Amaia’s adventures?

You may prompt the child to see if they can say more than a single short phrase, e.g. ‘Can you tell me anything else?’, ‘Why did she do that?’, ‘What happened 
next?’ and ‘How did it end?’

Write down what they say. It may help to record what the child says and write it down later:

.
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Children’s stories have a good structure with a distinct plot, an exciting event, clear 
resolution and conclusion

Gives overall 
impression 
of 
beginning, 
middle and 
end to the 
story

Gives idea 
of beginning, 
middle 
and end, 
e.g. using 
phrases 
such as 
‘Once upon 
a time’ and 
links some 
ideas

Includes 
setting, 
distinct plot 
and clear 
conclusion, 
with varied 
vocabulary

Includes 
distinct plot 
with sub-
plot(s) and 
detailed 
descriptions

2. Uses complex grammar and sentences to create an interesting and varied narrative

Scoring guidance:

Score 0: e.g. ‘There was a princess. She got on a horse. She fought the dragon and got the crown.’

Score 1: e.g. ‘The king was sad because the dragon got his crown. So the princess got on a horse.  
She fought the dragon and then brought the crown back.’

Score 2: e.g. ‘Once upon a time there was a king and a princess who lived in a castle. The king was sad 
because the dragon had stolen his crown. The princess decided to get the crown, so she rode on her 
horse through the dark woods. After a while, she met a knight’, etc.

Score 3: e.g. ‘A long time ago, there was an old king who lived in a magnificent castle. Nearby lived a 
dragon that was jealous of the king and his great wealth. One day, the terrifying dragon broke into the 
castle and stole all the king’s gold, including his special crown. Seeing that her father was devastated, 
Princess Amaia decided to track down the dragon’s lair and slay him. No sooner had she set off on her 
quest, when’, etc.

Sentence 
structure 
is mostly 
simple and 
repetitive, 
e.g. mostly 
uses ‘and’ 
or ‘and 
then’ to join 
sentences

Says short 
sentences 
using a few 
different 
conjunctions, 
e.g. 
‘because’, 
‘and’, ‘so’

Sentences 
linked using 
a variety of 
conjunctions 
and may 
include 
relative 
clauses 
or time 
adverbials, 
e.g. ‘the 
girl who’, 
‘the castle 
where’, ‘later 
that day’

Uses a 
variety of 
conjunctions 
and ways 
of joining 
sentences or 
ideas across 
sentences, 
e.g. 
‘meanwhile’, 
‘therefore’, 
‘no sooner 
had she’
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Telling stories and saying what happens
QUESTIONS

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Children use regular and irregular word endings

 

Little or no 
use of past 
tense or 
plural nouns

Inconsistent 
use of 
regular past 
tense or 
plural nouns

Regular 
verbs and 
nouns 
correct but 
some errors 

All verbs 
correctly 
in past 
tense and 
appropriate 
use of 
plurals, e.g. 
children
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Telling stories and saying what happens
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

1.  Tells elaborate, entertaining stories which are full of detailed descriptions Gives 
overall 
impression 
of 
beginning, 
middle and 
end to the 
story 

Gives 
idea of 
beginning, 
middle 
and end, 
e.g. using 
phrases 
such as 
‘Once upon 
a time’ and 
links some 
ideas

Includes 
setting, 
distinct plot 
and clear 
conclusion, 
with varied 
vocabulary

Includes 
distinct plot 
with sub-
plot(s) and 
detailed 
descriptions

Telling stories and saying what happens
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 5: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 6: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

There are no QUESTIONS for this section.

1.  Communicates effectively in pairs and small groups, e.g. keeps on topic, shares ideas and 
information, gives and receives advice, offers and takes notice of opinions

Sometimes 
communicates 
effectively 
in small 
groups when 
supported, 
e.g. makes 
requests, 
asks 
questions, 
gives 
explanations 

Sometimes 
communicates 
effectively 
in small 
groups, e.g. 
comments 
on or 
suggests 
ideas

Usually 
communicates 
effectively in 
small groups, 
e.g. gives 
other children 
constructive 
feedback, 
persuades 
or negotiates 
with 
occasional 
direction

Always 
communicates 
effectively in 
small groups, 
e.g. gives 
other children 
constructive 
feedback, 
persuades or 
negotiates

2. Makes relevant comments in class discussions Never/rarely 
comments 
in an 
appropriate 
way 

Sometimes 
comments in 
an appropriate 
way if asked 
directly; limited 
response, e.g. 
expresses 
likes or shows 
agreement 
with someone 
else

Makes 
simple 
appropriate 
comments, 
e.g. 
expresses 
likes

Says own 
relevant 
ideas, 
possibly 
with reasons 
or adding 
interesting, 
new ideas 
confidently 
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Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

3.  Understands and uses conversational rules, e.g. maintains topics, asks appropriate 
questions, takes turns and repairs conversation breakdowns by rephrasing language and 
giving clarification when needed

Sometimes 
uses 
conversational 
rules when 
prompted 

Uses 
conversational 
rules but 
inconsistently

Uses most 
conversational 
rules well

Is able 
to repair 
conversation 
breakdowns, 
e.g. by 
rephrasing 
language 
and giving 
clarification 
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Working with others and having conversations
OBSERVATIONS: complete these without the child

3
Score 0

3
Score 1

3
Score 2

3
Score 3

4.  Uses different language depending on where they are, who they’re with and what they’re 
doing, e.g. formal style with headteacher, relaxed and informal with family at home

Uses same 
style of 
talking in all 
situations 

Adapts 
style of 
talking when 
prompted 

Sometimes 
adapts style 
of talking 
to fit the 
situation

Confidently 
and 
consistently 
adapts style 
of talking to 
the situation

Working with others and having conversations
TOTAL SCORES

Questions _____  + Observations _____ 

= 

Year 5: Add BEFORE on page 1/AFTER on page 2

Year 6: Add BEFORE on page 3/AFTER on page 4
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