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About I CAN

I CAN is the leading charity for children and young people’s speech, language and 
communication. Our mission is to ensure that no child is left out or left behind because 
of a difficulty with speaking or understanding. 

We support children from 0–19 through our evidence based programmes and 
interventions, through two specialist schools for children with the most severe and 
complex needs and through resources and training for parents, early years and school 
staff. We share our expertise and knowledge to increase awareness of communication 
difficulties and inform policy making.
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2
Importance of language  
and communication skills
  

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Importance of language and communication skills  

Language and communication skills are 
vital in many ways. Here we list just a few 
of the main ones. Talk Boost KS2 can help 
children who are struggling to catch up 
with their peers and reduce the impact of 
having a communication difficulty.

l  Communication skills are essential 
life skills. Through communication skills 
we make friends, develop relationships, 
make our needs known and share 
ideas. A difficulty with any aspect of 
communication can have a significant 
impact on the developing child’s social 
skills and emotional understanding.1 
Beyond the school years, good 
communication skills are essential 
for developing the ‘soft skills’ (e.g. 
resilience, team work, decision making 
and problem solving) that employers are 
increasingly seeking2 in new recruits.

l  Communication skills are the 
foundation for all learning. In primary 
school nearly all learning involves 
some aspect of speech, language and 
communication.3 An overwhelming 
body of research evidence points to the 
importance of having good language 
and communication skills in order to 
develop good literacy skills.4 School 
curricula across the UK promote the 
importance of good speaking and 
listening skills in their own right, and to 
facilitate learning across all subjects.5

l  Many children are starting their 
school years at a disadvantage. 
Approximately 50% of children, 
particularly in areas of social 
deprivation, are starting school 
with language skills below the 
expected level for their age.6, 7 If 
these children with language delay 
do not receive timely support, their 
difficulties can continue throughout 
schooling and adversely affect their 
academic achievements and social 
relationships.8
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Research shows that a child who struggles 
with oral language is at considerable risk of:

l  difficulties with reading, writing 
and numeracy. Almost all children 
with difficulties with language or 
communication will need support with 
some aspect of reading and writing. 
Difficulties with vocabulary, sequencing 
and concept formation also cause 
problems with mathematical ability 
and numeracy

l  problems making real friends and 
talking with their peers, due to poor 
conversational skills and poorly 
developed social understanding

l  more emotional and behavioural 
difficulties in comparison with their 
peers

l  reduced employment opportunities in 
the future

l  an increased likelihood – in some 
cases – of being involved in criminal 
behaviour.9

There are some suggestions for further 
reading on the research into speech, 
language and communication needs and 
how it impacts on children in school on 
page 28, or visit www.ican.org.uk for 
further details.

1 Durkin, K. & Conti-Ramsden, G. (2010) ‘Young people with specific 
language impairment: a review of social and emotional functioning in 
adolescence’, Child Language Teaching and Therapy, Vol. 26, Issue 2, 
105–21.
2 Burns, M. (2016) Skills for work, skills for life. I CAN Talk Series No. 8 (2nd 
ed). London: I CAN.
3 Lee, W. (2008) Speech, language and communication needs and primary 
aged children. I CAN Talk Series, Issue 6. London: I CAN.
4 Snowling, M. & Stackhouse, J. (eds) (2006) Dyslexia, speech and 
language: a practitioners’ handbook. London: Whurr. 
5 For example: Department for Education (2014) National curriculum in 
England. London: HMSO.

6 Law, J., McBean, K. & Rush, R. (2011) ‘Communication skills in 
a population of primary school-aged children raised in an area of 
pronounced social disadvantage’, International Journal of Language and 
Communication Disorders, Vol. 46:6, 657–64.
7 Locke, A., Ginsborg, J. & Peers, I. (2002) ‘Development and 
disadvantage: implications for early years’, International Journal of 
Language and Communication Disorders, Vol. 37:1, 3–15.
8 Spencer, S., Clegg, J. & Stackhouse, J. (2012) ‘Language and 
disadvantage: a comparison of the language abilities of adolescents from 
two different socioeconomic areas’, International Journal of Language and 
Communication Disorders, Vol. 47:3, 274–84.
9 Hartshorne, M. (2006) The cost to the nation of children’s poor 
communication. I CAN Talk Series, Issue 2. London: I CAN.
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Talk Boost KS2 is a targeted 
intervention for children in Years 
3–5 (7–10 year olds) who have 
delayed language development, 
aiming to boost their language 
skills and helping them to catch 
up with their peers.

Talk Boost KS2 consists of: 

Small group 
intervention

Links with  
whole class

Groups of four 
children

30 minutes
Three times a 

week
Eight weeks

Delivered by a 
trained TA

Tracker and 
Child self-rating 

scale 
Communication 

Detective 
Notebook

Whole class 
activities

Homework 
activities

Learning 
new words

Telling 
stories and 
saying what 

happens

Making  
friends 

and having 
conversations

Remembering 
and thinking
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Talk Boost KS2 covers the 
following areas of language and 
communication, which are key 
skills for children to support  
them to:

l access the curriculum

l  use their language to interact 
in the classroom

l  form and maintain 
friendships. 

B  ostTalk  

o B  ostTalk  

o

B  ostTalk  

o B  ostTalk  

o B  ostTalk  

o B  ostTalk  

o

B  ostTalk  

o

KS2  

KS2_Manual_INT_Intro.indd   4 12/05/2016   11:52

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Intervention Manual / 5
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / About Talk Boost KS2

Evidence informed
The approaches and strategies used in 
Talk Boost KS2 are evidence informed; 
there is either direct research evidence to 
support a given strategy or it is informed by 
specialists’ experience.

Visual support
All the activities rely on visual support. 
Providing children with pictures, diagrams 
and photos gives them a more permanent 
reminder about what they are doing, 
reading or talking about. These visual 
resources support the spoken message.

Repetition
Activities, key words and sentences 
are repeated to help children become 
more secure in their knowledge and 
understanding. Talk Boost KS2 has 
repetition and reinforcement built in to  
the weeks’ activities.

Clear learning objectives for  
each session
These learning objectives should be shared 
with the children, in terms that they can 
easily understand, so that they know what 
is expected and will know if they have 
achieved it.

Explicit feedback
Research10 shows that giving children 
clear feedback that links specifically with 
the learning objectives is one of the most 
effective methods for raising attainment. 
This is a feature of the session reviews as 
well as the activities in Week 8: Session 3.

Meta-linguistic skills
Meta-linguistic awareness is the ability to 
reflect on the use of language. It is important 
in supporting the development of learning as 
well as more sophisticated use of language. 
Talking about language and communication, 
and encouraging children to use language 
to talk about their language, helps them 
to become more aware of what skills they 
need to demonstrate. The description of 
the activities in Talk Boost KS2 includes 
suggestions for what to say to help children 
develop their meta-linguistic awareness.

10 The Sutton Trust (2011) Toolkit of strategies to improve learning. 
Durham: Durham University.
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Links with whole class
It is important that the skills and strategies 
introduced in Talk Boost KS2 groups are 
not seen as something only to be used in 
these sessions. Making links with whole 
class activities can help: 

l  reinforce learning from the Talk Boost 
KS2 groups

l show that this learning is valued

l  provide further opportunities to practise 
and develop skills introduced in the 
group

l   develop confidence and self esteem 
by using children from the group as 
‘experts’

l  give a consistent message to the whole 
class about the importance of language 
and communication skills and the 
strategies that can be used to support 
them

l   develop whole class language skills, 
which will in turn impact on other 
areas of learning as well as social and 
emotional development

l  give opportunities to share good 
practice in supporting children’s 
language development, building on staff 
knowledge and supporting all children in 
the class.

Links with home
Much of the information above also holds 
true for the home environment. For these 
reasons, we have developed the Homework 
activities in the Teacher Manual with parent 
tips for developing communication skills at 
home. These homework tasks are designed 
to be used flexibly, so you may need to 
include some additional written information 
about them to help parents support their 
child to complete the task. 

Independent learning
Many of the strategies developed in Talk 
Boost KS2 are transferable to classroom 
learning and help children to become more 
independent learners. For example, you can 
use comprehension monitoring (see Week 
1 activities for examples) in any learning 
situation. The Whole class activities help to 
make this link. In the final week, the children 
taking part in Talk Boost KS2 are required to 
choose strategies or resources that they will 
continue to use in class.

The Communication Detective Notebook 
also provides the children in the Talk Boost 
KS2 group with a permanent reminder of 
their learning.
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Clear demonstration and practice 
of social rules during sessions
Once listening carefully has been 
established in Week 1, constantly look out 
for, comment on and praise children who 
demonstrate listening carefully throughout 
Talk Boost KS2. Also reinforce the practice 
of turn-taking in conversations and activities 
by referring to it at all relevant times.

Recording progress
The class teacher should monitor the 
children’s progress by taking a baseline 
measure before starting the intervention 
and then repeating it after the eight weeks. 
The Talk Boost KS2 Tracker is provided 
to facilitate this. The Session review chart 
also helps you to check progress in each 
session.

Clear instructions
Although we don’t want to be too 
prescriptive, in many sessions we have 
suggested (in italics) what you may want to 
say. Additional notes for the activities are 
provided in boxes. Each week starts with an 
overview and guidance on what preparation 
you need to do, including any collaboration 
with the class teacher. 

We have listed all the resources required for 
the three sessions each week at the start 
of the week, and these are repeated in the 
summary for each session.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / About Talk Boost KS2
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Talk Boost KS2 was trialled in a carefully 
designed study with active and comparison 
groups. A range of measures was used, 
some of which were administered by 
speech and language therapists (SLTs) 
and SLT students who did not know if the 
children were involved in the intervention or 
not. Some measures were administered in 
school by teachers, some were completed 
by parents and some were completed by 
the children themselves. 

The schools were randomly assigned to 
either an active group (i.e. running Talk 
Boost KS2) or a comparison group (i.e. not 
running Talk Boost KS2). The comparison 
group schools ran the intervention the next 
term.

After eight weeks of running Talk Boost 
KS2, the following key findings were made.

From teacher and parent outcome 
measures

l  Children made significant progress in 
language and communication.

l  67% of children caught up with their 
peers in understanding language.

l  85% of parents saw their child’s 
language improve.

l  Learning in the classroom was easier; 
children joined in more, took part in 
discussions more and listened more 
carefully.

From standardised assessments11

l  There are some indications that 
focusing on children’s language 
through Talk Boost KS2 can 
significantly improve children’s reading 
comprehension – an average of 11 
months’ progress in seven months. 
These changes take longer to see.

l  Twelve weeks after taking part in Talk 
Boost KS2 analysis indicated that 
children’s sentence comprehension, 
naming and narrative had improved. 

l  Both of these findings need to be 
confirmed in further research.12

Evaluation and key findings  
 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Evaluation and key findings  

11 Assessment of Comprehension and Expression 6–11 (ACE). London: 
GL Assessment (Sentence Comprehension, Naming and Narrative 
subtests only); York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC). 
London: GL Assessment.

12 Further research is required due to a lack of control group at follow-up in 
this cross-over design study.
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This is a reminder of what you covered in 
the training session before you start using 
Talk Boost KS2.

Talk Boost KS2 is an eight-week 
intervention for groups of four children with 
delayed language and communication 
skills in Key Stage 2 classes, Years 3–5. 
These are children whose language and 
communication skills are developing 
typically but are below what is expected 
for their age. The children should not be 
receiving any specialist support or have 
any other Special Educational Needs, and 
should have the potential to catch up with 
their peers.

They may have:

l difficulties listening or paying attention

l poor vocabulary

l difficulties understanding language

l immature sentences

l  difficulties explaining or describing 
events, information and instructions

l  difficulties socialising/interacting with 
their peers.

The Talk Boost KS2 trials included children 
with English as an additional language 
(EAL), but not enough to analyse their 
results separately. The intervention provides 
language-rich activities that will support 
all children’s language development. 

Schools will need to think carefully about 
their reasons for selecting specific children 
for Talk Boost KS2 and prioritise those 
children who they think will most benefit (as 
opposed, for example, to children who may 
naturally learn more English over time). 

Children who will not benefit as much – if 
at all – from Talk Boost KS2 include those 
with:

l  isolated speech difficulties/very unclear 
speech

l  long term speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN), 
receiving specialist support

l specific language impairment

l Autistic Spectrum Disorder

l  long term cognition and learning 
difficulties

l complex needs.

As part of your training, you will be 
introduced to the Talk Boost KS2 Tracker, 
and how the class teacher may use this 
not only to help identify which children 
to include in Talk Boost KS2, but also to 
track their progress before and after the 
intervention.

 

Selecting children   
 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Selecting children  
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Structure   
 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Structure

Talk Boost KS2 has a different focus each week, but the skills learned are then reinforced 
and used throughout the intervention. 

Week 1 and 
throughout

Listening carefully 

Week 2 Listening carefully & Learning new words 

Week 3 Learning new words & Telling stories and saying what happens 

Week 4 Telling stories and saying what happens

Weeks 5 and 6 Remembering and thinking 

Week 7 Working with others

Week 8 Making friends and having conversations
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Learning objectives
Each activity starts with a learning objective 
to make the purpose of the activity clear. 
Use the same term for this as is used 
across your school, e.g. ‘success criteria’, 
‘learning aims’, ‘We Are Learning To/WALT’.

Activities
Suggestions for what to say in the 
activities are shown in italics. It is important 
that you carry out all the activities and are 
not tempted to repeat a favourite one. If 
a child misses a session we advise that 
you carry on with the activities as planned. 
If the child in question has not prepared 
or completed a task which is needed 
for a later task, you should take this into 
account, for example by preparing an extra 
set of resources (in the case of Homework 
activities) or perhaps making extra time 
(outside the main Talk Boost KS2 sessions) 
for the child to catch up.

Differentiation
l  Differentiation within the group. In 

most sessions there are suggestions 
for how you can differentiate the 
activity according to your group of 
children. Ensure that there is a balance 
between the amount of challenge and 
experiences of success: the ‘Make it 
harder’ suggestions will help you to  
do this.

l  Differentiation for the Whole class 
activities and Homework activities. 
This is covered in more detail in the 
Teacher Manual.

Register
It’s a good idea to keep a note of the 
number of sessions each child attends. You 
can photocopy the Register provided to 
help you with this.

Delivery   
 

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Delivery  
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Modelling language and 
correcting/extending what 
children say
You and your colleagues provide 
children with the model for language and 
communication, not only in the Talk Boost 
KS2 activities but also in class, in the 
playground and in conversations at other 
times. This means taking time to listen 
carefully to whoever is speaking, to seek 
clarification when you are not sure about 
something, and to speak clearly.

Within Talk Boost KS2 groups you should 
give clear examples of what you mean and 
provide children with the start of a sentence 
(for the child to complete) where necessary, 
as a way of encouraging longer spoken 
sentences. Depending on the situation 
and time available, if you hear a word or 
two instead of a full sentence, or a phrase 
with errors (grammatical or vocabulary-
based), not only respond to the intent of 
the communication, but also make sure 
to show the desired form of language in 
your reply. For example, if a child says ‘We 
goed park’, respond with ‘Oh, you went 
to the park, did you? That’s nice!’ before 
continuing the conversation. Only in rare 
cases should you point out the error (e.g. 
‘We say “went” instead of “goed”’).

Communication Detective 
Notebook
Each child in the Talk Boost KS2 group 
will have a Communication Detective 
Notebook. There are eight tasks in the 
Notebook that are written into the activities 
for each week and provide a permanent 
reminder for the children about things they 
have found out. The additional resources for 
some of the Notebook tasks are included 
in the Intervention resources section of 
this Intervention Manual, and are clearly 
marked. 

When the Talk Boost KS2 intervention is 
over, you can present these Notebooks to 
the children, for example in a ‘good work’ 
celebration assembly. Although the children 
may want to show their work at home, and 
talk about the things that they have learned, 
it is also useful to keep the Communication 
Detective Notebooks in school, where the 
children can refer to them to support their 
future learning. (See also Keeping it going 
below.)
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Preparation with the class teacher
Depending on the Whole class activity, the 
class teacher may want to use the Talk 
Boost KS2 children as the ‘experts in the 
classroom’ to help explain or demonstrate 
some of the activities. This can be very 
beneficial to the Talk Boost KS2 children but 
must be handled sensitively – you may want 
to discuss with the class teacher each week 
whether you think the children are confident 
enough to do this.

You’ll need to liaise with the class teacher to 
prepare for the following activities:

l  Week 2: Choose the target words to 
use. 

l Week 3: Choose a story.

l  Week 6: Choose which science text 
to use, or create a new one based on 
another area of the curriculum.

l  Week 7: Session 3: Discuss with the 
class teacher a few ideas for a PE 
lesson warm-up game or activity. The 
Talk Boost KS2 group will have to plan 
a game or activity in Session 3, but it 
would help if you had some ideas to 
prompt the children if needed.

l  Week 8: Discuss with the class teacher 
which strategies or resources will be 
most useful for each of the Talk Boost 
KS2 children to continue to use and 
practise. This will help to push the 
children more in Session 3: Activity 2.

l  Week 8: Discuss with the class 
teacher what each child has done 
particularly well at in the Talk Boost 
KS2 group. You will write these 
comments in the child’s Notebook at 
the end of Session 3.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Delivery  
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Resources
Most of the resources you need (cards, 
posters, templates, etc) are provided in the 
Resources section. However, you will need 
to find some standard school resources 
(e.g. pencils, glue, small whiteboards, 
scissors) for some weeks. 

You will find a list of the resources – both 
those provided and those you need to find 
– in the Preparation section of each week, 
and the Summary for each session. There 
are also checklists for:

l  Resources required for each week 
(page 18)

l Resources provided (pages 19–26)

l Resources you need to find (page 27).

Timings
Each session lasts for approximately 30–40 
minutes (though please note that Week 7: 
Sessions 1, 2 and 3 and Week 8: Session 1 
all last for 30 minutes plus 5 minutes’ review 
time). 

The timings given for each activity are 
approximate. While you should keep the 
pace of learning brisk, make sure you don’t 
talk too fast for the children. Ideally, try not 
to talk too much yourself, and explain by 
demonstrating the activities where possible. 

The timings are also a guideline on how 
long to spend on an activity. In most 
activities, you’re giving the children the 
opportunity to have a go – they don’t have 
to complete the task perfectly each time. 
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Session review
The review is an important part of each 
session. It gives the children an opportunity 
to think about what they have just done, 
including the purpose behind each activity. 
It also gives you the chance to check, via 
a few additional questions, whether the 
children have understood what you have 
covered and if they can remember it. 

Use the Session review chart (Resource ❶ 

q) to award each child with – for example 
– a smiley face, star or sticker, according 
to whether you think they have worked 
well towards all the learning objectives. 
Photocopy the blank Session review chart 
at the start of each week and keep it as 
a record of the children’s attendance and 
attainment.

Collecting baseline and outcome 
measures
It is important that you monitor the progress 
made by the children in the Talk Boost KS2 
group, taking measures both before and 
after the eight weeks of the intervention. For 
this you can use either the Talk Boost KS2 
Tracker (see the Teacher Manual) or another 
tool that will measure changes in language 
skills. The Child self-rating scale can also 
provide useful information about the impact 
of Talk Boost KS2.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Delivery  
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Teaching assistant and class 
teacher partnership
As the teaching assistant (TA), you and  
the class teacher work together to deliver  
Talk Boost KS2.

You are responsible for: 

l running the Talk Boost KS2 group

l  preparing the resources for each 
session

l recording the children’s progress 

l  following up on the Homework activities 
(this is included in the session plans).

The class teacher is responsible for 

l  supporting the TA in running the Talk 
Boost KS2 group

l  collecting the before and after 
measures

l delivering the Whole class activities

l  setting and following up on the 
Homework activities.

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Delivery
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What happens after the eight weeks of Talk 
Boost KS2 are over? The children will have 
learned many useful strategies that they can 
continue to use to support their learning in 
class. You can help support the children to 
use their learned strategies by:

l  making visual reminders (such as the 
Good listening picture prompt cards: 
Resource r) easily accessible in class 
and referring to them frequently

l  providing children with story content 
reminders when they are writing stories 
(such as the Story content cards: 
Resource 3#)

l  pre-teaching or checking knowledge of 
new words (using the Word detective 
sheet: Resource 1*)

l  encouraging the children to use 
strategies such as making an 
Instructions grid (see Week 6: 
Resource 5$) any time they feel they 
need to in class activities

l  reminding children of good group 
skills during group activities (using 
the Group skills poster: Resource 

6&) and providing children with role 
cards (similar to the Group role cards: 
Resource 6^).

Keeping it going   
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Number Description

Register

q Session review chart

r
�Good listening picture prompt cards after they have been introduced 
in Week 1

Communication Detective Notebook

Intervention resources  
Resources required for  
each week

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 1 Listening carefully

Number Description

q Session review chart

w Talking head poster

e Talking head poster: completed example

r Good listening picture prompt cards

t Good listening checklist

y Classroom picture

u I don’t understand poster

i House picture: colour

o House picture: outline

1) Clarification posters

 Resources provided
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Week 2 Learning new words

Number Description

1! Communication Detective Notebook: Week 1 labels

1@ Week 2 word cards

1# Word definitions: child-friendly

1$ Red, amber and green cards

1% Vocabulary monitoring sheet

1^ Word detective sheet: A3

1& Word detective sheet: completed example

1* Word detective sheet: A4

1( Word detective sentences

2) Detective selector board

2! Magnifying glass choices cards

2@ Word game instructions

8%
Clarification phrases homework (in Teacher Manual): the children 
bring their completed homework to Week 2: Session 1

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 3 Telling stories and saying what happens

Number Description

1& Word detective sheet: completed example

2# Picture story cards: Set 1

2$ Storyboard grid: A3

2% Word map template

2^ Word map: examples

2& Picture story cards: Set 2

2* Picture story cards: Set 3

2( Picture story cards: Set 4

3) Picture story cards: Set 5

3! Picture story cards: Set 6

3@ Picture story cards: Set 7

3# Story content cards

3$ The Hare and the Tortoise picture cards

8^ Word detective sheet homework (in Teacher Manual)

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 4 Telling stories and saying what happens

Number Description

3# Story content cards (from Week 3)

3% Story map 1

3^ Conjunction word cards

3& Inference picture

3* Clue pictures

3( Why? ... because ... cards

4) Story caterpillar

4! Storyboard grid: A4

8& Storytelling homework (in Teacher Manual)

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 5 Remembering and thinking

Number Description

u I don’t understand poster (from Week 1)

1) Clarification posters (from Week 1)

2) Detective selector board (from Week 2)

2! Magnifying glass choices cards (from Week 2)

4@ Crime scene picture: colour

4# Crime scene picture: outline

4$ Valuable items pictures

4% What do I like? poster

4^ Word slide poster

4& Word slide worksheet

4* Like/don’t like cards

4( Animal picture cards

5) Category cards

5! Category place mat

5@ Category/example cards

5# Sorting tree example

8* Storyboard grid homework (in Teacher Manual)

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 6 Remembering and thinking

Number Description

r Good listening picture prompt cards (from Week 1)

1) Clarification posters (from Week 1)

3# Story content cards (from Week 3)

4^ Word slide poster (from Week 5)

4& Word slide worksheet (from Week 5)

4( Animal picture cards (from Week 5)

5! Category place mat (from Week 5)

5$ Instructions grid

5% Picture sheet

5^ Story map 2

5& Story picture cards

5* Question cards

5( Science poster

6) Science texts

8( Word slide homework (in Teacher Manual)
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KS2_Manual_INT_Intro.indd   24 12/05/2016   11:52

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS2 Intervention Manual / 25
© I CAN June 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Week 7 Working with others

Number Description

6! Communication Detective Notebook: Week 6 labels

3# Story content cards (from Week 3)

5$ Instructions grid (from Week 6)

5^ Story map 2 (from Week 6)

5* Question cards (from Week 6)

6@ Group skill prompt cards: Sets 1, 2 and 3

6# Conversation topic pictures

6$ School playground picture

6% Brick pattern cards

6^ Group role cards

6& Group skills poster

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources  
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Week 8 Making friends and having conversations

Number Description

w Talking head poster (from Week 1)

1^ Word detective sheet: A3 (from Week 2)

3% Story map 1 (from Week 4)

4^ Word slide poster (from Week 5)

5$ Instructions grid (from Week 6)

5* Question cards (from Week 6)

6@ Group skill prompt cards: Sets 1, 2 and 3 (from Week 7)

6* Who am I? prompt sheet

6( Comment/question cards

7) Topic cards

7! Emotion cards: Set 1

7@ Emotion cards: Set 2

7# Facial expression cards

7$ Build a face cards

7% Sorting circle sheet

7^ Magnifying glass pictures

7& Certificate
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Intervention resources

Week Session: Activity Resources you need to find

Week 1

Listening 
carefully

Session 1: Activity 1 Pens to use on the re-writeable Talking head poster

Session 2: Activity 3 Colouring pencils

Session 3: Activities 2 and 3
Interlocking cubes (e.g. multilink cubes, as used for 
numeracy)
Two large hardback books to act as a screen

Week 2

Learning new 
words

Session 1: Activity 2 Glue

Session 1: Activity 4
Session 2: Activities 1 and 2

Pens to use on the re-writeable Word detective 
sheet 

Session 3: Activity 2 Dice

Week 4

Telling stories 
and saying what 
happens

Session 3: Activity 1 Pens to use on the re-writeable Story caterpillars

Session 3: Activity 2 Pencils

Week 5

Remembering 
and thinking

Session 1: Activity 3
Pencils (and erasers, if needed)
Blu-tack

Session 2: Activity 3 Pencils and colouring pencils

Session 3: extension activity Pens to use on the re-writeable Category place mat

Week 6

Remembering 
and thinking

Session 1: Activity 2 Pencils and colouring pencils

Session 1: Activity 3
Pencils and colouring pencils
Scissors and glue

Session 3: Activity 2 Paper and pens or small whiteboard and pens

Week 7

Working with 
others

Session 1: Activity 2 Scissors and glue

Session 2: Activity 2 Coloured building/counting bricks or cubes

Session 3: Activity 2 Paper and pens or small whiteboard and pens

Week 8

Making friends 
and having 
conversations

Session 1: Activity 1 Glue

Session 1: Activities 2 and 3
Session 3: Activity 2

Pens

Resources you need to find   
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Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Further reading and resources

Below are some suggestions for further 
reading on speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN) and 
strategies if you are interested in finding 
out more.

General resources on typical 
language development
What’s Typical Talk at Primary: a poster 
showing key stages of development 
through the primary years. You can find out 
more on the I CAN website:  
https://shop.ican.org.uk/primary 

Universally Speaking: a booklet describing 
the stages of language development in 
the primary years. You can find out more 
information on The Communication Trust’s 
website – www.thecommunicationtrust.
org.uk – and follow the links to the 
resources section.

Children with speech, language 
and communication needs
I CAN’s series of papers, I CAN Talk, are 
available to download from the I CAN 
website: www.ican.org.uk/What_is_
the_issue.aspx (and follow the links to 
‘Evidence’). Of particular interest may be:

l  I CAN Talk 2: The Cost to the Nation of 
Children’s Poor Communication 

l�❶  I CAN Talk 6: Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs and Primary 
School-aged Children

Misunderstood – Supporting children and 
young people with speech, language and 
communication needs: a booklet available 
from The Communication Trust.

Further reading and resources   
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Supportive strategies for the 
whole class
Talking Strategies KS2: a resource for KS2 
staff. Further details at:  
www.ican.org.uk/shop 

Activities promoting active listening: 

l  Dolloghan, C. & Kaston, N. (1986) ‘A 
comprehension monitoring program for 
language impaired children’, Journal 
of Speech and Hearing Disorders, 51, 
264–71.

l�❶  Maggie Johnson (SLT) has published 
widely on the subject of active listening.

Research underlying Talk 
Boost KS2 activities promoting 
vocabulary development
l�❶  Stephen Parsons’ ‘Ten steps to 

becoming a word wizard’ as described 
in Parsons, S., Law, J. & Gascoigne, M. 
(2005) ‘Teaching receptive vocabulary 
to children with specific language 
impairment: a curriculum-based 
approach’, Child Language Teaching 
and Therapy 21, 1; pp. 39–59.

Whole staff training in speech, 
language and communication
Primary Talk training: available at two 
different levels. Further details at:  
www.ican.org.uk/primarytalk

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Further reading and resources
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Other I CAN language intervention 
programmes
Early Talk Boost

Early Talk Boost, developed with support 
from the UBS Optimus Foundation, is an 
evidenced, targeted intervention aimed at 3 
to 4 year old children with delayed language 
development, boosting their language skills 
to help narrow the gap between them and 
their peers. Findings from our pilot study 
show that after Early Talk Boost children 
make statistically significant progress in 
their early language. On average they make 
six months’ progress after the nine-week 
intervention, helping them to narrow the 
gap between them and other children their 
age. This is twice the rate of progress of 
children not having the intervention.

Further details at  
www.earlytalkboost.org.uk

Talk Boost KS1

Talk Boost KS1 is a targeted intervention 
for 4 to 7 year old children with delayed 
language development. Evaluation shows 
that on average children made between 
9 and 18 months’ progress in language 
levels following the 10-week intervention. 
When Talk Boost KS1 is used as part of 
a whole school approach to supporting 
communication skills, 90% of children with 
delayed language have been shown to 
meet or exceed progress in reading.

Further details at  
www.talkboostks1.org.uk

Introduction to Talk Boost KS2 / Further reading and resources
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Listening carefully
Week 1 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Overview

Overview
In Week 1 we focus on the requirements 
for good listening, and – assuming that the 
children are active listeners – giving them 
the skills to seek clarification. These are 
foundation skills for later weeks and you 
should look for opportunities to reinforce 
them in all the sessions, praising the children 
for using them appropriately, and challenging 
or reminding them when they could or 
should have shown specific skills.
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Preparation

Week 1: All sessions

Prepare • Photocopy the Session review chart 
(Resource q and see page 15)

Week 1: Session 1

Prepare • Cut up the Good listening picture 
prompt cards (Resource r)

• Photocopy the Good listening checklist 
(Resource t) (two copies)

Resources provided q  Session review chart – for this and 
every session (see page 15)

w	Talking head poster

e		Talking head poster: completed 
example

r	Good listening picture prompt cards

t	Good listening checklist

Resources you need to find • Pens to use on the re-writeable Talking 
head poster

Week 1: Session 2

Prepare • Photocopy the Good listening checklist 
(Resource t) (two copies)

• Photocopy the House picture: outline 
(Resource o) twice and cut them up, 
so you have four individual houses

Resources provided r  Good listening picture prompt cards 
(from Session 1)

t	Good listening checklist (from Session 1)

y	Classroom picture

u		I don’t understand poster

i	House picture: colour

o	House picture: outline

Resources you need to find • Colouring pencils

Preparation 
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Preparation

Week 1: Session 3

Resources provided w  Talking head poster (from Session 1)

1) Clarification posters

Resources you need to find • Interlocking cubes (e.g. multilink cubes, 
as used for numeracy)

• Two large hardback books to act as a 
screen
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 1

Activity Time Learning objective
Activity description

Resources provided

Activity 1 5–10 
minutes

Be aware of what talking is, 
what we use when we’re 
talking and why we talk 

Talk about ‘What is talking?’, 
noting children’s ideas on the 
Talking head poster

w  Talking head poster 

e  Talking head poster: 
completed example

Resources you need to 
find: 

• Pens to use on the re-
writeable Talking head 
poster

Activity 2 10 minutes Know three things that we 
must do to show we are 
listening carefully 

Demonstrate bad listening so 
that children recognise good 
listening behaviours

r  Good listening picture 
prompt cards 

Activity 3 5 minutes Show good listening skills  

Two children have a short 
conversation while the other 
two check for use of good 
listening skills

t  Good listening checklist 
(two copies) 

Review 5 minutes What have we learned and 
practised today?

Complete the Session 
review chart

q Session review chart 

Week 1: Session 1 
Summary 
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Learning objective 
Be aware of what talking is, what 
we use when we’re talking and 
why we talk

Time: 5–10 minutes

l  Make sure the children are settled, 
sitting around the Talking head poster 
(Resource w). 

l Ask them the following questions 
one at a time, giving all the children time 
to respond before moving on to the next 
question. Responses that you might get are 
shown in brackets – you don’t have to get 
ALL of these ideas from the children but you 
might want to give some clues if they are 
struggling for ideas:

 −   What is talking? (making 
or using sounds, words, 
sentences; speaking, listening, 
communicating).

 −   What do we use when we’re 
talking? (we use our mouth, ears, 
eyes, brain).

 −   Why do we talk? (sharing ideas, 
thinking, telling stories, learning, 
making friends, saying how we feel, 
finding things out).

l ● Write the children’s ideas around the 
head outline on the poster as they say 
them. Suggestions linked to talking could 
be placed inside the speech bubble. A 
completed example is shown in  
Resource e.

l ● When the children have finished, use 
the Talking head poster to briefly summarise 
their answers to the three questions. Keep 
this poster with your children’s ideas for 
Week 1: Session 3.

l ● Then explain: Over next few weeks, 
Talk Boost KS2 is going to help us to get 
better at all these things.

Week 1: Session 1
Activity 1 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 1

Notes

Learning objective 
Use the term appropriate to your school 
(see page 11) and share this with the 
children.

Time 
Timings are approximate but keep the 
pace of learning brisk.

Re-writeable resources 
Make sure you use whiteboard-type 
pens that can be wiped off so that you 
can use the poster again.
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Learning objective 
Know three things that we must 
do to show we are listening 
carefully

Time: 10 minutes

l  This follows straight on from Activity 1. 
Say to the children: Let’s start with ‘listening’. 
Choose one child and say: Tell me about 
something you did this morning/yesterday 
and the rest of you watch to see if I’m good 
at listening. 

l The chosen child should then start 
talking about your chosen topic (choose 
something that the child can talk about 
fairly easily). You should demonstrate bad 
listening, i.e. fidgeting, looking away, not 
thinking about what the child is saying.

l After about 30 seconds, stop the child 
and ask all the children if you were showing 
good listening. It should be fairly obvious that 
you weren’t.

l Ask the children what to do in order 
to be a better listener. Choose one of their 
suggestions and say something like: OK, I’ll 
try to remember to [sit still and not fidget] 
while I’m listening.

l Ask another child to start talking 
about your chosen topic. This time you 
should demonstrate the first of the children’s 
suggestions, as agreed, but continue 
showing the other bad listening behaviours 
as well.

l Repeat the process until you have 
demonstrated all the good listening 
behaviours. 

l Conclude by referring to the Good 
listening picture prompt cards (Resource 

r) showing good listening behaviours.

l Display the pictures as a reminder for 
future sessions.

Week 1: Session 1
Activity 2 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 1
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Learning objective 
Show good listening skills

Time: 5 minutes

l  Choose two children to have a short 
conversation, e.g. talk about things they like 
playing. 

l Give the other two children a Good 
listening checklist (Resource t) each 
and explain that they will have to use their 
detective skills to check if the two children 
having the conversation are remembering 
the good listening skills. You may need 
to support the two children having the 
conversation with some prompts, e.g. about 
their favourite games or toys; whether the 
other child likes the same ones, etc.

l After one or two minutes ask the two 
children with the checklists to give feedback 
on the conversation. Did each child 
remember to look at the speaker, sit fairly still 
and think about the same thing?

Make it harder
l If the children are already aware of and 
able to demonstrate good listening skills, you 
can use the Good listening picture prompt 
cards from Activity 2 as a quick reminder, 
and spend longer on Activity 3. 

l In the feedback you could use 
more probing questions to check the two 
observers’ understanding, e.g. How do you 
know that X was listening?

Review
l Review by asking: What have we 
learned and practised today? 

l If necessary use the Talking head 
poster and Good listening picture prompt 
cards to remind the children.

l Finally, use the Session review chart 
(see page 15) to review the session and give 
feedback on how the children did.

Week 1: Session 1
Activity 3 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 1
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 2

Activity Time Learning objective
Activity description

Resources provided

Activity 1 5–10 
minutes

Show good listening skills  

Two children have a short 
conversation while the other 
two check for use of good 
listening skills

r   Good listening picture 
prompt cards 

t  Good listening checklist 
(two copies)

Activity 2 5 minutes Say when you don’t 
understand

y Classroom picture

u  I don’t understand 
poster

Activity 3 10 minutes Say when you don’t 
understand  

Barrier game – the children 
practise using the phrase  
‘I don’t understand’

i House picture: colour

o  House picture: outline 
(two copies, so four 
houses)

Resources you need to 
find:

• Colouring pencils

Review 5 minutes What have we learned and 
practised today?

Complete the Session 
review chart

q Session review chart 

Week 1: Session 2 
Summary 
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Learning objective 
Show good listening skills

Time: 5–10 minutes

l  Start with asking the children to 
remember the three good listening 
behaviours from Session 1. Use the Good 
listening picture prompt cards (Resource 

r) if necessary, or show them as the 
children mention each behaviour.

l ● Then repeat Session 1: Activity 3, 
swapping over the children in role of talkers 
and observers. 

l Choose two children to have a short 
conversation, e.g. talk about things they like 
playing. 

l Give the other two children the Good 
listening checklist (Resource t) each 
and explain that they will have to use their 
detective skills to check if the two children 
having the conversation are remembering 
the good listening skills. You may need 
to support the two children having the 
conversation with some prompts, e.g. about 
their favourite games or toys; whether the 
other child likes the same ones, etc.

l ● After one or two minutes ask the two 
children with the checklists to give feedback 
on the conversation. Did each child 
remember to look at the speaker, sit fairly still 
and think about the same thing?

Week 1: Session 2
Activity 1 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 2
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Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand

Time: 5 minutes

l  Show the children the Classroom 
picture (Resource y). Say: OK, this is 
one of you in a lesson with [name of class 
teacher]. You can see that you are listening 
carefully. There is something that you don’t 
understand. What could you do about it?

l ● Take suggestions from the children. 

l ● Briefly explain that sometimes, even if 
we are listening carefully, we still might not 
understand something in class. Say: It is 
a good idea to say something like ‘I don’t 
understand’ so that the speaker knows and 
can help you.

l ● Show the I don’t understand poster 
(Resource u) and get the children to repeat 
the phrase. (This leads into the next activity.)

Week 1: Session 2
Activity 2 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 2

Notes 
At this level of comprehension monitoring 
we just want the children to identify 
when there is something they do not 
understand and to use a simple phrase 
such as ‘I don’t understand’. This relies 
on them showing the good listening 
behaviours that were the focus of 
Session 1.
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Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand

Time: 10 minutes

l  Introduce the barrier game. You will 
have the House picture: colour (Resource 

i); the children will have the House picture: 
outline (Resource o). The children will 
work in pairs; Child A colours in the picture 
while Child B checks that Child A is listening 
carefully and using the ‘I don’t understand’ 
phrase if needed.

l Say: I am going to tell you about my 
picture. I want you [Children A] to colour your 
house in the same way as mine. (Remember 
not to show the children your colour picture.) 
Remember to listen carefully and say if you 
don’t understand something that I say. 
[Children B] You must watch and listen. If 
your partner says ‘I don’t understand’ at 
the right time that means they are listening 
carefully. I will check with you at the end.

l Make sure that each partner knows 
what their role is: Children A are colouring 
and Children B are observing. 

l ● Start describing your house picture, 
pausing after each sentence. Depending on 
the children’s level of ability you will need to 
adapt your description so that after the first 
few pieces of information you deliberately 
make it harder to understand. This should 
force Children A to use your taught phrase  
‘I don’t understand’. For example, you might 
start with:

 − My house has a brown door.

 − It has a red roof.

l ● Then include a more complex 
instruction that they may not fully 
understand:

 −  The upstairs windows on the 
right have spotted blue and white 
curtains.

l ● Praise the children for their careful 
listening and using the phrase correctly. 

l ● Repeat the instruction that they didn’t 
understand, if necessary simplifying it. If the 
children don’t use the phrase, draw their 
attention to any colouring errors and help 
them to realise that they didn’t understand. 

l ● Then prompt them, e.g. So what could 
you have said, when I said ... ? Continue for 
a few minutes before asking Children B how 
their partner was doing.

Week 1: Session 2
Activity 3 
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l Then swap roles so that the Children B 
observers get a chance to colour. 

l Give a few more details – enough to 
give the children an opportunity to use the 
phrase, saying when they don’t understand. 

l Then take feedback from the new 
observers, as before.

Make it harder
l The children should have a good 
understanding of and be able to show the 
basic skills for active listening before moving 
beyond the first of the comprehension 
monitoring strategies described above. 
If the good listening behaviours are fairly 
well embedded, and they pick up the ‘I 
don’t understand’ phrase quickly, you can 
introduce the next stage of comprehension 
monitoring. This is introduced in Session 3.

l If the children understand your 
‘hard’ instruction, try making the next one 
even harder, e.g. by using more technical 
vocabulary: The geraniums and begonias 
provide a bright contrast to the surrounding 
foliage.

Review
l Review by asking: What have we 
learned and practised today? 

l If necessary use the Good listening 
picture prompt cards (Resource r) and 
the I don’t understand poster (Resource 

u) to remind the children.

l Finally, use the Session review chart 
(see page 15) to review the session and give 
feedback on how the children did.

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 2
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Notes 
The children won’t have time to finish 
colouring the whole picture. The learning 
objective is just to practise using the 
phrase ‘I don’t understand’ at the 
appropriate time.
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Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 3

Activity Time Learning objective
Activity description

Resources provided

Activity 1 5–10 
minutes

Say when you don’t 
understand and ask the 
speaker to repeat/slow 
down/say it louder  

Teach the clarification phrases

w   Talking head poster 
(from Session 1) 

1)  Clarification posters

Activity 2 10 minutes Say when you don’t 
understand and ask the 
speaker to repeat/slow 
down

Build a tower – use the 
clarification phrases

1) Clarification posters

Resources you need to 
find:

• Interlocking cubes (e.g. 
multilink cubes, as used 
for numeracy)

Activity 3 10 minutes Say when you don’t 
understand and ask the 
speaker to repeat/slow 
down

Pairs activity – use the 
clarification phrases

Resources you need to 
find:

• Interlocking cubes (e.g. 
multilink cubes, as used 
for numeracy)

• Two large hardback 
books to act as a screen

Review 5 minutes What have we learned and 
practised today?

Complete the Session 
review chart

q Session review chart 

Week 1: Session 3 
Summary 
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Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand 
and ask the speaker to repeat/
slow down/say it louder

Time: 5–10 minutes

l  Briefly recap from the previous session: 
what should the children say if they are 
listening carefully but still don’t understand  
(‘I don’t understand’).

l Go on to explain that sometimes it is 
a good idea to tell the speaker a bit more 
about why you don’t understand. This will 
help them to help you.

l Ask the children: Why might you not 
understand what someone has said? Refer 
to the Talking head poster from Session 1. 
Sometimes the speaker may have used too 
many words for us to remember, spoken too 
quickly or too quietly.

l Ask the children: If the speaker has 
used too many words, what could we say?

l Show and explain the first of the 
Clarification posters (Resource 1)): ‘There 
are too many words. I can’t remember 
them.’ 

l Next ask: If the speaker has spoken 
too quickly, what could we say? Show and 
explain the Clarification poster: ‘Can you 
slow down, please?’

l Finally, ask: If the speaker has spoken 
too quietly, what could we say? Show and 
explain the Clarification poster: ‘Can you 
say that a bit louder, please?’

l Give the children the opportunity to 
practise saying each phrase, with support as 
necessary.

Week 1: Session 3
Activity 1 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Session 3
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Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand 
and ask the speaker to repeat/
slow down

Time: 10 minutes

l  Explain to the children that they are 
now going to do an activity to help them 
practise using the correct phrase. Say: You 
are going to use these cubes to make a 
tower like mine. I will describe what mine 
looks like and you have to listen carefully so 
that you can copy it. If I say something you 
don’t understand you must use the correct 
phrase to help you.

l Make sure the Clarification posters 
(Resource 1)) are on view, if necessary 
repeating the phrases as a reminder for the 
children. 

l Make sure the children have enough 
cubes each to make the tower like yours. If 
they find it difficult to fix the cubes together, 
suggest that they place the cubes on the 
table side by side. Start giving the instructions 
with the following deliberate errors: 

 − Start with a red cube. [Easy]

 − Put a yellow cube on top. [Easy]

 −  Now get a blue, green, another 

red and two yellow cubes in that 
order, making sure they fit one on 
top of the others. [Too many words] 
If necessary, prompt the children 
to use the correct phrase so that 
you know you have to break your 
instruction into smaller steps. Praise 
them for using the correct phrase. 
Repeat the instruction as several 
shorter instructions, making sure all 
the children can follow.

 −  [Say this one very quietly] Now get 
a blue and a red cube. Praise them 
for using the correct phrase. Repeat 
the instruction at the appropriate 
volume.

 −  [Say this one quickly] Finally put 
a black, white, green and orange 
cube on top. Again, praise them for 
using the correct phrase. Repeat 
the instruction at the appropriate 
speed.

l Finally, get the children to show their 
towers alongside yours.

Make it harder
l The clarification phrases are 
suggestions only. Encourage children who 
are more confident to use their own words 
to explain what they haven’t understood (or 
why).

Week 1: Session 3
Activity 2 
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Learning objective 
Say when you don’t understand 
and ask the speaker to repeat/
slow down

Time: 10 minutes

l  Choose two children (Children A) to 
leave the room or close their eyes for a 
minute.

l While they can’t see or hear, ask the 
other two children (Children B) to each 
choose five cubes and make them into a 
tower.

l You can use any suitable alternative 
resources, e.g. pegboards.

l When the towers are made, make 
sure Children B keep them covered or out 
of sight of Children A (they could use a large 
hardback book as a screen), who then return 
to the group or open their eyes. 

l Children B then have to describe 
their tower in the same way as you did in 
Activity 2 (though they don’t have to make 
the deliberate mistakes you did). Remind 
Children A to use the correct clarification 
phrase if they don’t understand. 

l If you have time, the children can swap 
roles and repeat the activity.

Make it harder
l If the children find it easy to remember 
the clarification phrases and use them 
correctly at the appropriate time, try 
increasing the complexity of the task. You 
can do this by – for example – using a 
more complex shape to describe, such 
as cubes making an ‘H’ or ‘+’ shape. If 
the children miss an opportunity to use a 
phrase where clarification was needed, 
prompt them by saying: Did you know 
exactly what to do there? What could 
you have said? Refer to the relevant 
Clarification poster to reinforce this.

Review
l Review by asking about the clarification 
phrases: What have we learned and 
practised today?

l Then use the Session review chart 
(see page 15) to review the session and give 
feedback on how the children did.

Taking it further
The good listening behaviours and 
clarification phrases are key skills to 
support all children’s active listening skills. 
You should look for any opportunities to 
reinforce them during other activities by 
gently pointing out where the children might 
not have understood and reminding them 
about the phrases.

Week 1: Session 3
Activity 3 
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Further activities
 

Week 1 / Listening carefully / Further activities

Whole class activity
This follows on from the clarification phrases 
introduced in Session 3 and includes a 
similar barrier activity so the children can 
practise using them.

Homework activity
The children have to complete one of two 
worksheets, writing in the speech bubbles 
or matching the appropriate phrase for three 
different classroom scenes. Then they have 
to explain these phrases to an adult at home 
and say when you would use them. 
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