
Talk Boost KS1 narrows

the gap between 4–7 year

olds with language delay 

and their peers 

TB_Manual_Cover_INNERS.indd  1 02/08/2018  10:23

Online use only



TB_Manual_Cover.indd   2 25/02/2016   17:07

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual / 1
© I CAN February 2018. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Contents  
 

 Talk Boost / 1

Introduction ...........................................................................2

Week 1: Focus on listening................................................19

Week 2: Focus on vocabulary ...........................................47

Week 3: Focus on building sentences .............................73

Week 4: Focus on telling stories .......................................99

Week 5: Focus on careful listening .................................127

Week 6: Focus on vocabulary: action words .................153

Week 7: Focus on building longer sentences ................179

Week 8: Focus on telling stories .....................................205

Week 9: Focus on talking and listening together ..........231

Week 10: Focus on talking and listening together ........257

Conclusion ........................................................................282

 Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual / 1
© I CAN February 2018. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

TBKS1_Manual_INT_Intro.indd   1 02/08/2018   10:03

Online use only



2 / Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual
© I CAN February 2018. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Introduction

Talk Boost KS1 is a targeted intervention 

designed to improve the language and 

communication skills of 4 to 7 year olds. 

It comprises three 30–40-minute group 

sessions a week, delivered over a 10-week 

period by a trained teaching assistant. It 

is designed to be run with groups of four 

children. 

Which children benefit from  
Talk Boost KS1?

The intervention is designed for children 

whose current language skills are below 

the average for their age, and who need 

a boost to enable them to narrow the 

gap with their peers, and function within 

the average range. The Talk Boost KS1 

Tracker is provided to support staff 

in selecting the right children for the 

programme and tracking their progress.

How does Talk Boost KS1 support 
the targeted children in their 
classroom and at home? 

Teacher-led, whole class activities and 

approaches are provided each week that 

specifically support the language focus 

of the Talk Boost KS1 group. These 

enable the key principles and approaches 

to supporting language development, 

which are applicable to all children, to be 

embedded in classroom practice (see the 

Teacher Manual). The Children’s Activity 

Book provides activities and games for 

parents each week so they can support the 

language focus of the Talk Boost KS1 group 

with their children at home in a fun way.

What is Talk Boost KS1?  
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Is there training on how to deliver 
Talk Boost KS1?

As part of the Talk Boost KS1 programme, 

specialists such as speech and language 

therapists or specialist teachers will provide 

a mandatory training day for teachers and 

teaching assistants from Reception and Key 

Stage 1 on how to deliver the programme. 

This will ensure that: 

•  teachers know and understand the 

programme

•  teachers can select the most 

appropriate children

•  teachers can facilitate the essential 

links between the group and classroom 

activities 

•  teaching assistants know and 

understand Talk Boost KS1 and can 

deliver it with confidence. 

What does Talk Boost KS1 aim  
to do?

Talk Boost KS1 is built on a foundation of 

evidence-based practice and aims to:

•  support children with language below 

the average for their age to narrow the 

gap with their peers

•  address all elements of language and 

communication: 

 – appropriate to this age group 

 –  through an evidence-informed 

programme of activities 

•  provide a programme that is simple to 

understand and use, and which can 

be delivered by trained school support 

staff or volunteers

•  support teachers to identify children 

with language delays

•  support teachers to identify those with 

more significant difficulties who may 

need more specialist support from a 

speech and language therapist

•  support teachers to embed speaking 

and listening into whole class activities.

Introduction
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Introduction

Why focus on language and 
communication? 

Language development is accepted 

as being critical to learning, cognitive 

development1 and literacy.2 In the 

classroom, spoken language is the primary 

medium through which teachers teach and 

children learn.3

It is expected that, when a child starts 

primary school, they will be able to 

understand much of what is said, express 

themselves clearly, share their feelings 

and make their needs known. This 

level of proficiency in speech, language 

and communication is critical to the 

development of a child’s cognitive, social 

and emotional wellbeing.4, 5 

Children starting school with speech, 

language and communication needs (SLCN) 

may struggle with any aspect of speech, 

language and communication. A child who 

struggles to speak will often struggle to read 

and write.6, 7 This issue can be compounded 

if children are taught reading and written 

language before their spoken language 

skills are developed enough to access this 

teaching.8 

National Ofsted reports have highlighted the 

importance of speaking and listening in the 

most successful schools9 and communication 

across the curriculum is highlighted in the 

Ofsted framework for inspection.10 

Children with SLCN can become withdrawn 

or present with challenging behaviour within 

the primary school environment.11 Many 

children with SLCN can be withdrawn 

socially; they play alone more and are less 

liked by others in their class.12

Can Talk Boost KS1 be used with 
children who have English as an 
additional language (EAL)?

Talk Boost KS1 is not designed or targeted 

at children with EAL who have a good, 

strong home language, as they have a solid 

foundation on which to learn and build their 

English as an additional language. 

Children with EAL who are showing 

language delay in both their home language 

and English have been shown to benefit 

from being included in Talk Boost KS1 

groups, making good progress in English 

language skills. Talk Boost KS1 is therefore 

an appropriate intervention for these children. 

For further information, please see the 

Teacher Manual.

Background to the 
development of Talk Boost KS1  
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Why a targeted intervention?
In parts of the UK, particularly in areas 

of social disadvantage, upwards of 50 

per cent of children enter school with 

speech, language and communication 

needs (SLCN).13 Some of these children 

are unable to speak in sentences, 

understand simple instructions, listen or 

join in with conversations either socially or 

during school tasks. Teaching staff have 

expressed similar concerns; that around 

half of children start school with inadequate 

language skills.14 Many of these children 

do not have an underlying impairment and 

have the potential to catch up, but often will 

not do so without support.

Talk Boost KS1 is designed to offer targeted 

support to this group of children.

How do we know Talk Boost KS1 
works?

The programme was researched, designed 

and tested with around 140 children as part 

of an initial pilot. Children made significant 

progress, with an average of 18 months’ 

progress following the 10-week intervention 

(compared with the control group of 

six months’ progress). The programme 

was subsequently rolled out as part of a 

national pilot where more than 350 children 

completed the programme in the first year, 

with statistically significant results in all 

aspects of language levels tested across 

the pilot sites. 

1 Goswami, U. & Bryant, P. (2007) Children’s Cognitive Development and 
Learning (Primary Review Research Survey 2/1a). Cambridge: University of 
Cambridge Faculty of Education.

2 Snowling, M. & Stackhouse, J. (eds) (2006) Dyslexia, Speech and 
Language: A Practitioners’ Handbook, 2nd ed. London: Whurr.

3 Lee, W. (2008) Speech, language and communication needs and primary 
aged children (I CAN talk series, issue 6). London: I CAN.

4 Rose, J. (2006) Independent Review of the Teaching of Early Reading. 
London: DfES.

5 Byron, T. Chatter Matters [DVD]. www.ican.org.uk.

6 Stackhouse, J. & Well, B. (1997) Children’s Speech and Literacy 
Difficulties: A Psycholinguistic Framework. London: Whurr.

7 Dockrell, J., Lindsay, G., Mackie, C. & Connolly, V. (2007) ‘Constraints 
in the production of written text in children with specific language 
impairments’, Exceptional Children 73, 147–64.

8 Locke, A., Ginsborg, J. & Peers, I. (2002) ‘Development and 

disadvantage: implications for early years’, International Journal of 
Language and Communication Disorders, 27(1).

9 Ofsted (2010) Removing barriers to literacy. Ofsted Annual Report, 
2009/2010. London: Ofsted.

10 Ofsted (2012) Framework for Inspection 2012. London: Ofsted.

11 Hart, K.I., Fujiki, M., Brinton, B. & Hart, C.H. (2004) ‘The relationship 
between social behaviour and severity of language impairment’, Journal of 
Speech, Language and Hearing Research, 47(3), 647.

12 Coster, F.W., Goorhuis-Brouwer, S.M., Nakken, H. & Lutje Spelberg, 
H.C. (1999) ‘Specific language impairments and behavioural problems’, 
Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica, 51, 99 107.

13 Locke, A., Ginsborg, J. & Peers, I. (2002) ‘Development and 
disadvantage: implications for early years’, International Journal of 
Language and Communication Disorders, 27(1).

14 Basic Skills Agency (2002) Summary Report into Young Children’s Skills 
on Entry to Education, 4, 423–40.
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Introduction

For Talk Boost KS1 to have a broader 

impact, it is highly recommended that 

it is part of a whole-school approach 

to improving speech, language and 

communication. I CAN’s Primary Talk 

supports the communication development 

of all primary-aged children, including those 

with speech, language and communication 

needs (SLCN). It provides a package of 

training, mentoring and resources for 

staff, as well as through the Primary Talk 

School Toolkit. An independent evaluation 

of Primary Talk training and accreditation 

showed that after only 10 months the 

programme had a substantial impact on 

classroom practice.

Primary Talk training supports  

schools to:

•   Develop understanding of typical 

speech, language and communication 

development.

•   Identify children with speech, language 

and communication needs.

•   Use strategies and approaches that 

will contribute to high quality teaching, 

helping schools to raise children’s 

attainment.

•   Develop communication skills across 

the curriculum.

•   Develop the social aspects of learning – 

making friends, working in groups and 

building relationships.

Talk Boost KS1 as part of Primary 
Talk, a whole-school approach to 
improving speech, language and 
communication
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Primary Talk School Toolkit:

•   Provides a structure to focus on 

improved outcomes for children.

•   Can be used alongside other school 

initiatives to raise attainment and 

contribute to meeting government floor 

standards.

•  Provides schools with a clear structure 

to demonstrate the effectiveness 

and impact of their provision for the 

development of the communication 

aspects of the Ofsted framework.

For further details, see the Primary Talk 

website at www.ican.org.uk/primarytalk

Talk Boost KS2 
•   Talk Boost KS2 is designed for children 

in Years 3–5 who have language and 

communication skills that are delayed. 

Evaluation has shown that Talk Boost 

KS2 is effective in increasing children’s 

understanding and use of language.

•   Children made progress with reading 

comprehension following the Talk Boost 

KS2 intervention. 

For further details, see  

www.talkboostks2.org.uk

Introduction
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Structure of Talk Boost KS1  
week-to-week
  

What areas of language does  
Talk Boost KS1 cover?

The programme breaks language and 

communication down into five components:

l Attention and listening 

l Vocabulary  

l Building sentences 

l Telling stories 

l Conversations

There are key principles for teaching each 

of these areas of language. These principles 

are addressed through one key activity 

for each area (except Conversations), 

and taught in each of the first four weeks, 

laying the foundations for later weeks. 

Activities are also provided in support of 

these principles for use in a weekly whole 

class activity. These additional materials are 

available in the Teacher Manual. 

How is Talk Boost KS1 delivered?

•  Activities are run with groups of four 

children. 

•  Sessions run three times a week for  

10 weeks.

• Each session runs for 30–40 minutes. 

•  Each session covers four of the five 

components of language.

•  Each week has a particular focus linked 

to one of the areas of language.

•  Class teachers select which children 

are appropriate for the intervention, 

using the Talk Boost KS1 Tracker – see 

the Teacher Manual.

•  The groups are run by trained teaching 

assistants.

What is the structure of each 
session?

All sessions follow the principle of plan...

do... review, which involves telling the 

children what activities they will be doing 

and how these support different aspects 

of their learning, and encouraging them to 

reflect on what they have learned.

All sessions encourage children to be aware 

of their own learning through the above 

structure, enabling them to review their 

learning with support from the adult who 

can model and help children to reflect on 

aspects of the session. 

Each session has the same structure, with 

activities covering four of the five components 

of language, usually in this order:

l Attention and listening 

l Vocabulary  

l Building sentences or Telling stories 

l Conversations

Introduction
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What is in this manual to help 
plan, prepare and deliver the three 
sessions each week?

Each week has:

• an outline of the aims for that week

• a summary of the week’s activities 

• a summary of resources needed.

Each session has:

•  a crib sheet with notes to support 

delivery 

• detailed explanations of the activities 

•  a summary of which resources are 

needed from the Organiser and which 

resources need to be collected from 

the classroom.

Some of the resources you need are 

contained in the Organiser box. These 

are colour coded and numbered on the 

back. For example, u means you need to 

use the Word magic template from the 

Organiser box.

Other resources, e.g. a beanbag, musical 

instruments and a puppet, are included in 

the Talk Boost KS1 Toolkit (see page 11). 

It is really important to take time to look 

at the detailed explanations as they give 

much more information on how to run the 

activities properly, as well as ideas and 

guidance on how to simplify activities or 

make them harder for different ages or 

groups of children. This is important for 

children to get the best out of the group.

Introduction
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Introduction

General good practice principles 
for teaching language 

Throughout Talk Boost KS1 there is a  

focus on:

• understanding and talking

•  children building awareness of their 

own skills

• adults making learning explicit.

The programme is semi-scripted so that 

adults running the sessions feel confident 

about how to run the activities. However, 

it is important that the principles below 

are the foundation of all the activities. 

They are also useful principles to support 

class teachers to embed language 

and communication effectively in their 

approaches to teaching and learning.

Area of language Key principles

Attention and 
listening

• Make listening an active and explicit process.
• Provide children with strategies for good listening.
• Give regular, ongoing and specific feedback.

Vocabulary • Teach meaning and phonic makeup.
• Link to current knowledge to make it meaningful.
•  Use the words – repetition and practice in different contexts.

Building sentences • Build a solid understanding as well as talking.
• Target the right level and ‘scaffold’ from there.
• Model and encourage longer sentences.

Telling stories •  Focus on the importance of day-to-day narratives and stories.
• Spoken stories and narratives come before written.
•  Children need clear and explicit narrative structures to support 

these skills.

Conversations • Focus on verbal and non-verbal elements.
•  Share with children the importance and purpose of 

conversations.
•  Provide opportunities for conversations, both for social 

interaction and learning.

TBKS1_Manual_INT_Intro.indd   10 02/08/2018   10:03

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual / 11
© I CAN February 2018. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Introduction

What additional materials are 
there? 

The Teacher Manual contains: 

•  details of the weekly whole class 

activities for teachers 

•  the Talk Boost KS1 Tracker – which 

covers children’s language and 

communication skills in Reception, Year 

1 and Year 2 – to support teachers in 

selecting the most appropriate children 

for the programme and track their 

progress in language development

•  additional guidance for teachers and 

the senior leadership team

•  further materials to support measuring 

progress from the perspective of the 

child and members of staff.

The Children’s Activity Book contains:

•  a child-focused booklet with activities 

that parents can be encouraged to do 

at home with their child

•  guidance on the involvement of parents 

in the programme.

The Communication Cookbook

Talk Boost KS1 is also accompanied by a 

copy of The Communication Cookbook, 

which highlights some of the activities that 

are integral to Talk Boost KS1 and contains 

a DVD, which models some of the games 

and activities.

Talk Boost KS1 Toolkit

This bespoke kit bag and organiser box 

will save you preparation time and ensures 

that all your Talk Boost KS1 materials and 

resources are easy to access when running 

group sessions. The contents include 

pre-cut laminated copies of the resource 

cards, as well as a selection of quality 

activity aids such as musical instruments, 

crayons, puppet, Unifix, magic/feely bag 

and balloons. 
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Flexibility 
Talk Boost KS1 has a prescribed number 

of sessions over a set number of weeks 

with designated activities in each session, 

and is designed to be run with four children. 

These are important factors to adhere to, 

as making changes to these aspects may 

impact on the level of progress children 

make. However, the programme also aims 

to be flexible in terms of reflecting what is 

happening in class; for example, you can 

use words in activities that fit in with the 

classroom topic. There are also ways to 

simplify activities for younger or less able 

children, or make them more challenging for 

more able or older children.

Schools may want to add their own 

pictures or resources to the materials 

available for different age groups. See the 

Resources section for what is included in 

the programme and for additional ideas to 

supplement these resources.

Repetition
There is necessary repetition of activities in 

Talk Boost KS1. This is an important part 

of the approach and ensures not only that 

the principles for learning language are 

understood by the children, but also that 

they get to practise language skills in both 

familiar and new activities.

The ‘special person’ activity is repeated 

each week. In some schools, this worked 

very well for children, particularly when 

different themes were chosen based on 

recent school activities, e.g. sports day, 

science week, particular projects or themes 

in class, school trips, etc. Other schools 

already had similar systems in place, so it 

worked less well. If your school already runs 

activities that are similar to ‘special person’, 

you can swap this activity for another 

conversation activity instead.

What has been learned about  
the delivery of Talk Boost KS1?
  
 

Introduction
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Introduction

Children in Reception
Reception-age children are those who find 

Talk Boost KS1 most challenging. However, 

it was found that despite the fact they 

seemed to struggle at times, they made 

a similar rate of progress to that of older 

children; so do carry on with these groups, 

adapting activities as suggested to ensure 

the children understand.

Children generating ideas over time
In groups such as those in Talk Boost 

KS1, children often copy each other or 

the teacher when coming up with their 

ideas. This is fine at first. As the pilot 

sessions went on, however, it was found 

that children generated their own ideas 

and became more confident at expressing 

them. If this doesn’t happen, encourage 

children by giving them other ideas from 

which they can choose.
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The teaching assistant has a number of 

key roles in the delivery of Talk Boost 

KS1:

l Familiarisation: after the initial training 

it will be important to become familiar with 

this Intervention Manual, the crib sheets and 

the detailed descriptions of the activities.

l Preparing resources: several 

resources are provided with the Intervention 

Manual and some will need to be prepared 

for use. 

l Selecting children: it is probable that 

the teaching assistant will have a role in 

supporting the teacher in the use of the Talk 

Boost KS1 Tracker and in selecting children 

to be included in the group. Ongoing 

liaison between the teaching assistant and 

the teacher will be vital throughout the 10 

weeks of the intervention.

l Planning and preparation: the three 

sessions each week will need to be planned 

and prepared for. Information about what 

needs to be prepared, either from the Talk 

Boost KS1 resources or from materials or 

equipment in the classroom, is summarised 

for each session.

l Running the groups: there is clear 

guidance as to the structure of the 

sessions, the nature of the activities and 

what is being aimed for. The children will 

soon become familiar with the routines, 

approaches and activities, and the teaching 

assistant will be able to make their mark 

on the fun and exciting activities and 

interactions inherent in running the groups.

l Whole class activity: the teaching 

assistant should take the role of feeding 

back about the group to the class teacher 

and supporting them in planning and 

delivering the whole class activity. Children 

taking part in Talk Boost KS1 can be used 

as ‘experts’ for particular activities.

l Record sheets: the programme is not 

prescriptive about what records should 

be kept, although suggestions about 

before and after measures to demonstrate 

progress and attainment are included in the 

Teacher Manual.

l Parents and families: use the 

resources in the Children’s Activity Book to 

inform and engage parents and families to 

enable further reinforcement and practice of 

the activities in a fun way at home. 

Role of the  
teaching assistant
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Introduction

The class teacher has a number of key 

roles and responsibilities in the organisation 

and delivery of Talk Boost KS1. After the 

initial training it is important for the class 

teacher to become familiar with the detail of 

the programme and the resources that the 

teaching assistant has available.

Talk Boost KS1 Tracker
It is important for the success of the 

intervention groups that the right children 

are selected in terms of those for whom the 

programme is designed and consequently 

those who will gain the most from the 

intervention. To this end, the Talk Boost KS1 

Tracker, which can be found in the Teacher 

Manual, can be used by teachers to both 

select the children and track their progress.

Children’s review

At the end of each session, children review 

what they have learned and focus on one 

activity so that they can explain it to another 

person – this is an important part of their 

learning. It is important that they get the 

opportunity to practise explaining what they 

have done and what they have learned, 

ideally to the teacher. If this is not possible, 

can someone be identified whom they can 

feed back to?

Role and responsibilities  
of the class teacher
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Whole class activity
There is one mandatory whole class activity 

each week. This should ideally be led by 

the class teacher but could at times be led 

by the teaching assistant. The activities 

and guidance can be found in the Teacher 

Manual. 

Making links between targeted support and 

the classroom is general good practice for 

all interventions. Talk Boost KS1 uses the 

same terminology, therefore making links 

between the group and the class for the 

children and magnifying their opportunities 

to learn.

The first four weeks’ key activities are used 

in the group to teach the key principles 

for each area of language. It is important 

that these are also used in the classroom 

to consolidate, reinforce and provide 

opportunities for practising skills. All other 

activities build on these key principles.

The whole class activities are useful in 

supporting language and communication 

in all children, so will also benefit other 

children in the class. These activities 

will also support teachers in integrating 

well-evidenced speaking and listening 

techniques into their teaching.

Children taking part in Talk Boost KS1 can 

be used as ‘experts’ for particular activities, 

supporting groups to carry out the activity 

or use the resources.

Parents/families 

The Children’s Activity Book provides 

an attractive, easy-to-access method of 

involving parents and families in supporting 

Talk Boost KS1 by playing games 

with a focus on speech, language and 

communication at home.

For further information, guidance and 

resources for class teachers, please see 

the Teacher Manual.

Introduction
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Introduction

Throughout the pilot phase of Talk 

Boost KS1, feedback from staff focused 

predominantly on what enabled the 

programme to work effectively in their 

schools. The most consistently positive 

comments occurred where senior leaders 

played a guiding role in enabling Talk Boost 

KS1 to run effectively through careful 

planning of time and resources. Strong 

leadership supporting the programme 

brought more positive outcomes. 

The lessons learned suggest the following 

as strategies and actions that will 

enable your school to achieve the best 

outcomes for children through the effective 

implementation of the Talk Boost KS1 

programme:

l Plan withdrawal time and an identified 

space carefully so that sessions are regular 

and consistent for both the children and the 

teaching assistant.

l Direct teachers to build in whole 

class activities as described above. It 

was reported from the pilot phase that an 

extremely positive difference was made 

when teachers understood Talk Boost 

KS1, followed through on reviews and 

link activities, and were able to reinforce 

children’s learning in relation to language 

and communication.

l Have a maximum of four children in 

the group. More than this means too much 

waiting and dilutes what children can get 

out of the sessions.

l Do not be tempted to run the 

programme for any less than 10 weeks.  

The full course is essential to achieve the 

levels of progress found in the pilot phase.

l Run the group for three times a week. 

More sessions are too much for staff and 

children, and fewer sessions not enough  

for children.

Role and responsibilities  
of the senior leadership team
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l Build in time for teaching assistants to 

read through and plan the activities, and 

develop and prepare the materials.

l Encourage staff, where possible, to 

observe others who are skilled in running 

Talk Boost KS1, either within school or from 

other schools.

l Take time to select the right children 

for the group. The Talk Boost KS1 Tracker 

is included in the Teacher Manual to assist 

this process.

l Do not expect the same level of 

progress for children with long-term SEN. 

Although these children will benefit from 

the group, Talk Boost KS1 is designed 

for children with moderately to severely 

delayed language, who have the potential 

to catch up. These are therefore the 

children who make the most progress. 

l Carry out some moderating of the 

groups to ensure consistency of approach 

(see the Talk Boost KS1 Moderation 

guidelines in the Teacher Manual).

For further information, guidance and 

resources, please see the Teacher 

Manual.

Introduction
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Listening:  
Overview and preparation 
checklist 

Week 1 / Focus on listening

Overview
Activities during the week cover all five 
elements of language. The particular 
focus for the three sessions this week 
is on improving attention and listening 
skills, as well as laying the foundation 
of the format and rules of the group 
sessions. The three key behaviours 
for good listening are established and 
opportunities to practise them are 
given in a range of activities. 

By the end of the week the group will 

have joined in activities that focus on:

•  understanding and following group 

rules

• knowing how to listen

• learning new words

• talking in longer sentences

• putting our stories in the right order

• taking turns in conversations.

For every session you will need from the 

Resources section: 

• Register

• Monitoring form

• Stickers

•  Introduction cards: attention 

and listening, vocabulary, building 

sentences, telling stories, 

conversations.
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Week 1 / Focus on listening

Preparation 
Week 1: Session 1

You will need to find: • Up to four objects, which can be placed in a box or bag
•  A means of recording the group rules for display, if 

desired

You will need to 
collect from the 
Organiser box:

•  Sorting game picture cards 

Week 1: Session 2

You will need to find: •  Two matched sets of three to four different musical 
instruments

•  A barrier to conceal which instrument is being played
• Counters for bingo

You will need to 
collect from the 
Organiser box:

•  Word bingo cards: reference card, and picture   
cards for each child

•  Sandwich sequence picture cards 

Week 1: Session 3

You will need to: •  Prepare a made-up story (you could use   
the example: Simple stories)

You will need to 
collect from the 
Organiser box:

•  Matching pairs: House and garden pictures  
•  Tell me what to do pictures   

The Talk Boost KS1 Toolkit contains pre-cut laminated copies of the resource cards and 

includes all the toys and materials necessary to carry out the activities.

q
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Summary 
Small group

We are learning to:

-  understand group 
rules

- know how to listen

- learn new words

-  talk in longer 
sentences

-  put things in the right 
order 

- take turns talking

Session 1 

Plan:

- Set group rules

- Introduce all areas

-  Teach good listening 
strategy 

Session 2

Plan:

- Review group rules

- Review all areas 

-  Reinforce good 
listening

Session 3

Plan:

- Review group rules

- Review all areas 

-  Reinforce good 
listening

Introduction Introduction

Group rules

We are learning to...

Introduction

Review we are learning 
to...

Introduction 

Review we are learning 
to... 

Listening Introduction to... 
listening 

Good listening activity

Matching musical 
instruments

Listen for... simple 
stories

Vocabulary Introduction to 
vocabulary 

Sorting game

Word bingo Matching pairs

Building sentences Introduction to building 
sentences 

Add an adjective

Tell me what to do

Telling stories  Introduction to telling 
stories 

Sandwich sequence 
game

Conversations Finding out about each 
other

Finding out about each 
other

Special person 

Review What do we know...?

How did we do...? 

Choose one game

Report back to class

What do we know...?

How did we do...? 

Choose one game

Report back to class

What do we know...?

How did we do...? 

Special person chooses 
favourite game

Report back to class

Whole class 

Week 1 / Focus on listening
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Resource list 
No. Resources Used Included in 

Toolkit

q Sorting game Week 1: Session 1 

Vocabulary 
3

Objects Week 1: Session 1

Building sentences 
7

Musical instruments Week 1: Session 2

Listening
3

w Word bingo cards Week 1: Session 2 

Vocabulary 3

e Sandwich sequence Week 1: Session 2 

Telling stories 3

r Simple stories 
The school trip

Week 1: Session 3 

Listening 
3

t Matching pairs 
House and garden pictures 

Week 1: Session 3 

Vocabulary 3

y Tell me what to do pictures Week 1: Session 3 

Building sentences 
3

Week 1 / Focus on listening
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Session 1: Crib sheet 

Introduction This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Activity Preparation

Introduction to listening: Good listening 

Tell the children: This game shows us how to listen well.

Demonstrate not good sitting. Ask the children if you were listening. Demonstrate 
by not knowing the answer to a question. Ask the children what you need to do, 
e.g. sit still. Link sitting with listening.

Go through the same process for looking – good sitting, poor looking. Then the 
same for thinking – good sitting and looking, but poor thinking. Finally demonstrate 
all three behaviours and show you are listening. All the way through, show rather 
than tell, ask the children’s opinion, demonstrate sitting, looking and thinking and 
link to listening.

Review by saying: So what do we need to do for good listening?

Familiarise yourself with 
how to teach it (check 
The Communication 
Cookbook DVD for 
demo).

Remember to use 
simple, repetitive 
language – good sitting, 
good looking, good 
thinking, good listening.

Introduction to vocabulary: Sorting game

Tell the children: We are learning about words that go together.

Choose a picture and decide whether it belongs in the wardrobe or the kitchen 
cupboard. Talk about what goes where and why. Ask about other things that might 
go in the cupboard or the wardrobe.

Review by saying: So now we know different things we eat and things we 
wear.

Sorting game pictures. 

Collect pictures provided.

You might want to 
choose alternative 
pictures for older 
children. 

Introduction to building sentences: Add an adjective

Tell the children: We are learning to add words to make longer sentences. 
This game is called Add an adjective.

Take the object from the magic bag and say what it is. Pass the object round the 
circle. Each child needs to add a new word to describe it. 

Review by saying: We made a long sentence with five describing words.

Collect at least four 
objects from school/
class/home.

Feely (magic) bag.

Telling stories

Conversations: Finding out about each other

Tell the children: We are learning to talk and listen to find out about our 
friends.

Start with a question, e.g. What is your favourite TV programme? The question is 
passed around the circle until everyone has answered. At the end, ask a child to 
choose a friend and see if they can remember what their friend said. That child 
then chooses another and so on until everyone has had a turn. 

Review by saying: So now we know more about each other. We know... (use 
examples from the game).

Familiarise yourself with 
the game.

Review of Session 1

Talk through the games you have played, and remind children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in 
the blanks and remember for themselves.

Week 1 / Focus on listening
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Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1

Welcome to our talking time
Go round the circle and say all the children’s names.

We will be playing games, having fun and be learning about 
(show children the Introduction cards for each of these 
areas):

l Attention and listening 
l Vocabulary  
l Building sentences 
l Telling stories 
l Conversations   

Our group rules are to be kind, take turns and do good 
listening to each other.

At the end of the group we will check what we have learned.

This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Introduction 

TBKS1_Manual_INT_1.indd   24 02/08/2018   10:03

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual / 25
© I CAN February 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Tell the children: This game shows 

us how to listen well. (Add optional: 

Listening helps us know what we need 

to do and talk with our friends.)

This is a really important activity: it is 

the foundation to all listening tasks 

and is needed for language. The key to 

teaching this activity is:  

l     clear demonstration of good and 

bad listening

l   lots of repetition

l   link behaviours to listening

l      use the same language to label 

listening behaviours

l      catch the children doing the 

behaviours and tell them: You were 

doing good sitting, and that’s good 

listening.

The main idea is that good listening 

involves three key behaviours:

1.  Sitting still 

2.    Looking at the person who is 

speaking 

3.    Thinking about what the other 

person has said.

Setting up
Explain each behaviour separately and 
link it to good listening.

Give specific praise for each behaviour 
and link to listening, e.g. You were 
sitting beautifully, and that means you 
can listen better. 

The more firmly embedded this idea is 
in the child’s mind, the better.

 

Good listening 
This activity teaches good listening by breaking it down into three key behaviours. 
This approach also provides you with a simple way to recognise and praise good 
listening behaviour. Children then know what they need to do in order to listen.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Listening
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Playing the game

Role play both poor and good listening.

1.  Sitting

l  Ask a child to tell you something, e.g. 

the best bit of their last holiday. 

Warn them that when they are talking you 

might listen really carefully or you might not. 

When they are talking, wriggle around, look 

all over the place. Don’t listen! You won’t 

need to do this for very long. 

l  Ask the children:

 - Was I listening? 

 -  How do you know I wasn’t listening? 

  -  What do I need to do to listen 

properly? 

l  Often children come up with being 

still or looking. Get the children to ask you 

a question about what you were talking 

about. Obviously get the answer wrong. 

Say: I wasn’t sitting still and that’s not good 

listening. Let me try again. This time  

I will sit still, as that is good listening.

2.  Looking 

l  Do the same thing again. This time, 

sit still but don’t look at the child who is 

speaking. Look all around, look at your 

watch, out of the window, etc.

l  Ask the children the same questions as 

before – again, get the answer wrong. Say: 

I was sitting still, but I wasn’t looking and 

that’s not good listening. Let me try again. 

This time I will do good sitting and good 

looking, as that is good listening.

3.  Thinking 

l  Go through the same process again, 

only this time you are showing good 

thinking. This is harder to demonstrate, 

but you could stare blankly at the child 

as they are talking. Get them to ask you 

a question about what they were talking 

about, answer it with something that really 

doesn’t relate at all to what they were 

talking about – children find this quite funny. 

Say: I don’t know the answer because I 

wasn’t doing good thinking – and that’s not 

good listening. Let me try again. This time I 

will do good sitting, good looking and good 

thinking, as that is good listening. 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Listening
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l Go through the process again and this 

time listen well, and show you know the 

answer to their questions. This time say:  

I was sitting, looking and thinking, and that 

is good listening.

When you demonstrate poor listening, 

make sure you break the rules very 

obviously. Children love to see adults 

making fun of themselves. They will be able 

to tell you what you are doing wrong.

Now that you all agree on what good 

listening involves, you can make your 

praise very specific: You knew the answer 

because you were doing good thinking 

and good listening. This is very powerful 

as it tells children specifically what they are 

doing well.

On a day-to-day basis ‘catch’ the children 

using these behaviours of sitting, looking 

and thinking, and always link the behaviours 

to listening. For example: You were looking 

and thinking so hard, that will help you 

listen to Mrs Jones or That’s beautiful 

sitting, Max, I can see you are doing good 

listening.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Listening

Say: So what do we need to do for 
good listening?

We need to do good... (give a visual 
prompt to help them come up with 
sitting) good... (visual prompt for 
looking) and good... (visual prompt for 
thinking), and that’s good listening. 
I will be watching and catching you 
doing good listening in our group and 
in class.

Review
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Tell the children: We are learning about 

words that go together.

Setting up 
Use the Sorting game picture cards 
provided.

Tell the following story: Granddad has 
been out shopping. He has a shopping 
bag full of food and clothes. He 
doesn’t know where to put them. 
Let’s help him sort out his shopping 
into things we eat (food) and things we 
wear (clothes). The food needs to go 
in the kitchen cupboard. The clothes 
need to go into the wardrobe.

Playing the game

l  Lay out the cards and ask the children 

to sort them. 

l  Children take turns to choose a picture 

and decide whether it belongs in the 

wardrobe or the kitchen cupboard. Prompt 

if necessary: Which things do we wear? 

Which do we eat? 

l  Take turns until all the items have 

been put away. Use the exercise as 

an opportunity to talk and give more 

information about the words you’re using: 

That’s right, it’s baked beans. Baked beans 

are food. They’re something we eat (simple). 

Gloves! When might I wear these? (more 

complex).

Make it easier: just ask the children to 

decide if it is something we wear or eat, not 

where it would go.

Make it harder: ask each child to think 

about what else might go in the kitchen 

cupboard and what else might go in the 

wardrobe. Go round the circle, taking turns 

and encouraging the children to come up 

with lots of different examples. Ask them 

where else they might keep clothes/food and 

why. Use more pictures for older children.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours.

Sorting game 
This exercise helps children learn how to sort words into different categories. 
This is a crucial part of building an effective ‘mental filing system’, helping 
children learn and remember words and their meanings.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Vocabulary

Say: So now we know different things 
we eat and things we wear.

Review

q
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Tell the children: We are learning to add 

words to make longer sentences. This 

game is called Add an adjective.

Setting up 
Choose at least four objects from the 
classroom or get the children to collect
some objects. Use unusual objects too 
– the more unusual the objects, 
the wider the range of words needed 
to describe them. You could bring in
objects from home or make sure they 
tie in with the current topic in class.

Playing the game

l  To make it a bit more exciting you could 

put the objects in a magic box or magic 

bag.

l  Choose an object, e.g. a ball. Hold the 

ball in your hands and say: This is a ball. 

Hand the ball to the child next to you and 

ask them to add another word to describe 

the ball. For example, they might say: It’s a 

blue ball. 

l  The ball is passed to the next child, 

who adds another descriptive word: It’s a 

round ball. 

l  Keep going as long as you can: It’s a 

big ball. It’s a bouncy ball.  

l  Say the sentence each time someone 

adds a word: So we have a blue ball, a 

blue round ball, a blue, round bouncy ball, 

a blue, round, bouncy, big ball. As you go 

round adding words, count the number of 

words children are saying in a sentence and 

feed back to the children: Wow! That’s five 

words in our sentence.

Make it easier: prompt or ask some gentle 

questions. What does the ball feel like?

Make it harder: with older children, get 

them to add the words together into a 

sentence. It’s a blue ball. It’s a round blue 

ball. It’s a big, round blue ball, and so on.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours. 

Add an adjective  
This exercise is great for encouraging the use of descriptive words (adjectives) 
and linking them into simple sentences. 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Building sentences

Say: So now we can add describing 
words to make a longer sentence. 
We made a long sentence with five 
describing words.

Review
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Tell the children: We are learning to talk 

and listen to find out about our friends.

 
Setting up 
Explain to the children that you will be 
taking turns listening and talking to
each other. As the adult, your first job 
is to introduce the question. 

Playing the game

l  Say something like: I’d like to find 

out what everyone’s favourite television 

programme is. 

l  Turn to the first child in the circle and ask: 

Carlos, what’s your favourite programme? 

l  After Carlos has answered the question, 

he turns to the next child in the circle and 

asks the same question: Mohamed, what’s 

your favourite programme? 

l  The question is passed around the circle 

until everyone has answered, including you. 

l  At the end, go round the circle and 

repeat what everyone likes. So Carlos 

likes... etc. 

l  Then choose one of the children, ask 

them to choose a friend and see if they can 

remember their favourite TV programme. 

That child then chooses another and so on 

until everyone has had a turn. 

l  This is a great opportunity to praise for 

good listening. Give clues for the children 

if they are struggling to remember. Ask the 

chosen child: Did they get it right? Point out 

to the children any similarities in things they 

like: Hey, Carlos and Joe, you both like Dr 

Who – you could play Dr Who at play time! 

Use the opportunity to chat with the children, 

comment on what they like, tell them what 

you like – you are modelling for them how to 

have conversations. 

l  Once the children are familiar with the 

activity, you can ask them to come up with 

their own questions. 

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours. 

Finding out about each other 
This is a good game for getting the children to find out about each other.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1 / Conversations

Say: So now we know more about 
each other – we know... (use examples 
from the game, e.g. Carlos loves Dr 
Who and so does Joe).

Review
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Briefly talk through the games you have played, and remind 

the children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in the 

blanks and remember for themselves. Initially this process is 

about the children knowing why they are playing the games to 

help with the five areas of language.

As the programme moves on, it can be more of a self-

evaluation process for the children to identify the areas they 

are good at and those that need more work. You can use the 

Monitoring form to do this.

Telling other people

It is useful for the children to practise how they would tell other 

people about the games they have been playing. They could go 

back to class and tell the class teacher, tell friends or tell parents 

at home. Ask the children: What was your favourite game?

Support the children in organising how they will talk about their 

favourite game and choose one for them if they can’t decide. 

Break this down into easy steps, for example:

•  We played good listening.

•   Mrs S wriggled and she was rubbish.

•  We helped her sit, look and think.

•  Now she can listen better.

Encourage them to practise what they will say. Support them in 

telling everyone what they have been doing when they get back 

to class. 

This week we have been learning lots about good listening.

Review of Session 1 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 1

TBKS1_Manual_INT_1.indd   31 02/08/2018   10:03

Online use only



32 / Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual
© I CAN February 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Introduction This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Activity Preparation

Listening: Matching musical instruments 

Tell the children: This game helps us to practise listening carefully.

Choose one of the hidden instruments (or sound makers) and make a sound, 
without the children seeing. The children take turns to come and find the 
instrument you have played.  

Review by saying: So we listened carefully and we could match instruments 
that sound the same.

Three or four pairs of 
musical instruments.

Vocabulary: Word bingo

Tell the children: We are learning to listen out for words and descriptions.

Children have a bingo card each and listen out for names of items. They must put 
a counter on a picture when it is called out and shout Bingo! when all their pictures 
are covered.

Review by saying: So now we can listen to words and descriptions. Can you 
remember any of the words we listened out for? What do you know about 
that object?

Word bingo cards. 

Counters. 

Cut out pictures 
provided.

Building sentences

Introduction to telling stories: Sandwich sequence

Tell the children: We are learning to put a story in the right order so it makes 
sense.

Show the children the pictures and ask them to describe what’s on each one. Ask: 
Which picture comes first in the story? Next offer a choice of two pictures and ask: 
Which comes next?

Review by saying: So now we can put things in the right order so they make 
sense. We put the pictures in the right order to make a sandwich.

Sandwich sequence.

Collect pictures provided.

Conversations: Finding out about each other

Tell the children: We are learning to talk and listen to find out about our 
friends.

Start with a question, e.g. What is your favourite food? The question is passed 
around the circle, until everyone has answered. At the end, ask a child to choose 
a friend and see if they can remember what the first child said. That child then 
chooses another and so on until everyone has had a turn. 

Review by saying: So now we know more about each other. We know... (use 
examples from the game).

Familiarise yourself with 
the game.

Review of Session 2

Talk through the games you have played, and remind children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in 
the blanks and remember for themselves.

Week 1 / Focus on listening

Session 2: Crib sheet 

w

e
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Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2

Welcome to our talking time
Go round the circle and say all the children’s names.

We will be playing games, having fun and be learning about 
(show children the Introduction cards for each of these 
areas):

l Attention and listening 
l Vocabulary  
l Building sentences 
l Telling stories 
l Conversations 

Our group rules are to be kind, take turns and do good 
listening to each other.

At the end of the group we will check what we have learned.

This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Introduction 
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Tell the children: This game helps us to 

practise listening carefully.

Setting up
You need two of each musical 
instrument, one for you and one for 
the children. 

Sit opposite the children and lay out 
one set of instruments so they can 
see them. Then lay out the second set 
behind a barrier, such as a large book, 
on the table between you and the 
children. 

For the game to work, you need to 
make sounds without the children 
being able to see which instrument 
you are using.  

Playing the game
l Choose one of the instruments (or 

sound makers) and make a sound, without 

the children seeing. For example, shake a 

rattle. The children take turns to come and 

find the same instrument you have played.

l Give each child a turn to match the 

sounds. 

l Praise all the way through for good 

listening.

Make it easier: show them the sounds as 

you make them and gradually work up to 

doing it without them being able to see the 

instrument. 

Make it harder: play a sequence of two, 

then three sounds (e.g. bang, rattle, toot) 

and get the children to take turns to make 

the same sounds in the same order.

Matching musical instruments  
This is a great way to get children to play around with sounds, which is vital for 
the development of both speaking and listening skills.

 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2 / Listening

Say: So we listened carefully and we 
could match instruments that sound 
the same.

Review
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Tell the children: We are learning to listen 

out for words and descriptions.

Setting up 
There are four different Word bingo 
cards.  

The reference card has 20 illustrations 
on it. This is what you use to call out 
the items. 

Give the children enough counters so 
they can cover the pictures as you call 
them out.

Playing the game

l Call out the names of the items, for 

example: boat... sock... glass. 

l Children shout out Me! when they 

have the item on their card. The first child 

to complete their card is the winner and 

should shout Bingo!

Make it easier: hold up a picture of the 

item as you call it, or tell the relevant child to 

look carefully at their card.

Make it harder: use different ways of 

calling out the items, e.g. describe:

•   what the item looks like, e.g. It’s got 

wings and wheels and a pilot (aeroplane)

•   what it’s used for, e.g. It’s something you 

sleep in when you’re a baby (cot)

•   where it’s found, e.g. It’s yellow and you 

find it in the fridge (cheese).

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours.

Word bingo 
This game is a brilliant way to reinforce newly learned words. Children love it 
because of the bingo format, which leads to lots of fun and excitement. 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2 / Vocabulary

Say: So now we can listen to words 
and descriptions. Can you remember 
any of the words we listened out for? 
What do you know about that object?

Review

w
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Tell the children: We are learning to put 

a story in the right order so it makes 

sense.

Setting up 
Use the Sandwich sequence picture 
cards. These cards show the various 
stages of making a sandwich. The 
children need to put them in the right 
chronological sequence. 

Playing the game

l Start by showing the children the 

pictures and asking them to describe what’s 

on each one. Ask them: Which picture 

comes first?

l Next offer a choice of two pictures and 

ask: Which comes next?

l When they’ve got the hang of this, 

make the task a little harder by asking them 

to order all the cards on their own. Get 

them to describe how a sandwich is made, 

using the cards to guide them. 

l Use the exercise as an opportunity to 

chat. Talk about what kind of sandwiches 

you like best, ask the children what they 

like to eat, whether they have made 

sandwiches at home, etc.

Make it easier: lay out four of the cards 

and go through them with the children, 

explaining the sequence. Give a choice 

of the last two cards for them to work out 

which is next.

Make it harder: mix up all the cards and 

see if the children can put them in the right 

order, then explain the sequence. All the 

way through the task, comment on what 

the children are doing and place special 

emphasis on words that are to do with 

ordering and organising, such as first, next 

and last.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours. 

Sandwich sequence  
This exercise helps children learn how to tell their stories in the right order.  

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2 / Telling stories

Say: So now we can put things in the 
right order so they make sense. We 
put the pictures in the right order to 
make a sandwich.

Review

e
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Tell the children: We are learning to talk 

and listen to find out about our friends.

 
Setting up 
Explain to the children that you will be 
taking turns listening and talking to 
each other. As the adult, your first job 
is to introduce the question. 

Playing the game

l  Say something like: This time we are 

finding out about everyone’s favourite food.

l Turn to the first child in the circle and ask: 

Carlos, what’s your favourite food?

l After Carlos has answered the question, 

he turns to the next child in the circle and 

asks the same question: Mohamed, what’s 

your favourite food?

l The question is passed around 

the circle until everyone has answered, 

including you. 

l At the end, go round the circle and 

repeat what everyone likes, e.g. Carlos likes 

cheese, etc. Then choose one of the children, 

ask them to choose a friend and see if they 

can remember their friend’s favourite food. 

That child then chooses another and so on 

until everyone has had a turn. 

l This is a great opportunity to praise for 

good listening. Give the children clues if they 

are struggling to remember. Ask the chosen 

child: Did they get it right? Point out to the 

children any similarities in things they like, e.g. 

Hey, Carlos and Sarah, you both like pizza!

l Use the opportunity to chat with the 

children, commenting on what they like and 

telling them what you like: you are modelling 

for them how to have conversations. 

l Once the children are familiar with the 

activity, you can ask them to come up with 

their own questions.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours. 

Finding out about each other
This is a good game for getting the children to find out about each 
other.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2 / Conversations

Say: So now we know more about 
each other. We know... (use examples 
from the game, e.g. Carlos likes pizza 
and so does Sarah).

Review
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Briefly talk through the games you have played, and remind 

the children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in the 

blanks and remember for themselves. Initially this process is 

about the children knowing why they are playing the games to 

help with the five areas of language.

As the programme moves on, it can be more of a self-

evaluation process for the children to identify the areas they 

are good at and those that need more work. You can use the 

Monitoring form to do this.

Telling other people

It is useful for the children to practise how they would tell other 

people about the games they have been playing. They could go 

back to class and tell the class teacher, tell friends or tell parents 

at home. Ask the children: What was your favourite game?

Support the children in organising how they will talk about their 

favourite game and choose one for them if they can’t decide. 

Break this down into easy steps, for example:

• We played bingo.

• We listened for words and descriptions.

• We did good thinking and good listening to help us.

• Jack won – he said Bingo!

Encourage them to practise what they will say. Support them in 

telling everyone what they have been doing when they get back 

to class. 

This week we have been learning lots about good listening.

Review of Session 2 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 2
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Session 3: Crib sheet 

Introduction This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Activity Preparation

Listening: Listen for... simple stories 

Tell the children: This game helps us listen really carefully to stories.

Tell the children a simple story. Ask them to carry out an action, e.g. clapping 
hands, when they hear a particular part of the story, e.g. a character or place.

Review by saying: We can listen carefully for different bits of the story.

Use the Simple story 
provided (The school trip) 
or make up one of your 
own.

Vocabulary: Matching pairs

Tell the children: We are learning about words by matching words and saying 
something about them.

Choose six pairs of pictures. Take turns to turn over two pictures at a time. Name 
each picture as you turn it over. If you find a pair you get to keep them. The winner 
is the child with the most pairs at the end. 

Review by saying: So now we know different things about these words. Can 
you remember any of the words we matched? What did we say about that 
object?

Matching pairs: House 
and garden pictures. 

Collect the pictures 
provided.

Building sentences: Tell me what to do

Tell the children: We are learning to use sentences to tell each other what to do.

Ask one of the children to pick out a card. They need to give the instruction to the 
rest of the group, e.g. Walk to the door. Take it in turns for the children to pick out 
a card and give the instructions for the rest of the group to follow. 

Review by saying: So now we use sentences to tell each other what to do.

Tell me what to do 
pictures. 

Collect the pictures 
provided.

Telling stories

Conversations: Special person

Tell the children: We are learning to talk and listen to find out about our 
friends.

One child is chosen as the ‘special person’ and goes out of the room. Each person 
in the group thinks about one positive thing they would like to tell the special 
person. The special person comes back in and the children then take turns to pay 
them a compliment. Once everyone has said their compliment, go round the circle 
and repeat them all. Note that this game is played most weeks. If children tire of it, 
replace it with another conversation game – see page 12 for more information.

Review by saying: So now we know more about each other. We know... (give 
examples from the game).

Familiarise yourself with 
the game.

Review of Session 3

Talk through the games you have played, and remind children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in 
the blanks and remember for themselves.

Week 1 / Focus on listening

r

t

y
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Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3

Welcome to our talking time
Go round the circle and say all the children’s names.

We will be playing games, having fun and be learning about 
(show children the Introduction cards for each of these 
areas):

l Attention and listening 
l Vocabulary  
l Building sentences 
l Telling stories 
l Conversations 

Our group rules are to be kind, take turns and do good 
listening to each other.

At the end of the group we will check what we have learned.

This week we will be learning lots about good listening.

Introduction 

TBKS1_Manual_INT_1.indd   40 02/08/2018   10:03

Online use only



 Talk Boost KS1 Intervention Manual / 41
© I CAN February 2016. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Tell the children: This game helps us 

listen really carefully to stories.

Telling the story
Tell the children a simple story. A 
simple made-up story about them
or yourself is usually best. It can be 
something exciting that happened 
to you, a story about a holiday or a 
story about the children going to the 
park or on a school trip. See Resource 
4: Simple stories for an example.

Encourage the children to listen out for 
their names and to do an action every
time they hear their name, e.g. Jack, 
every time you hear your name, clap
your hands. Jade, every time you hear 
your name, clap your hands. Ellie, 
every time you hear your name, put 
your hand up. George, every time you 
hear your name, put your hand up. 

Make it easier: look at each child when it’s 

their turn to clap, raise hand, etc.

Make it harder: ask them to listen out for 

more than one thing. Make the things they 

have to listen out for more difficult, e.g. a 

male character, a place, a time, etc.

Listen for... simple stories 
This activity is good for getting children to listen carefully to stories.

 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3 / Listening

Say: We can listen carefully for 
different bits of the story.

Review

r
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Tell the children: We are learning about 

words by matching words and saying 

something about them.

Setting up 
You will need pairs of identical pictures. 
Use the Matching pairs picture cards 
or use alternatives relevant to topic 
work in class.

Playing the game

l Choose six pairs of pictures and place 

them face down on the table. Mix them 

around so you don’t know which pictures 

are which. 

l Take turns to reveal the pictures (two 

pictures at a time). Name each picture as 

you turn it over. If you find a pair you get to 

keep them.

l The winner is the child with the most 

pairs at the end. 

Make it easier: use fewer cards depending 

on the ability of the children playing, and 

how long you want the game to last!

Make it harder: use more cards or, when 

they turn the cards over, the children (and 

you) have to think of one new thing to say 

about the picture, e.g. It’s an elephant. It’s a 

huge elephant. Elephants live in Africa. They 

squirt water from their trunks, etc.

Taking it further: use this game as an 

opportunity to talk about the pictures and 

build up the children’s knowledge of what is 

in the picture, e.g. That picture is of snow. 

What time of year do we get a lot of snow? 

What other types of weather can you think 

of? I love the summer – it makes me think of 

holidays.

Matching pairs 
This game is good for building on word knowledge and for learning new words 
as well as building concentration and memory skills. 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3 / Vocabulary

Say: So now we know different 
things about these words. Can you 
remember any of the words we 
matched? What did we say about that 
object?

Review

t
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Tell the children: We are learning to use 

sentences to tell each other what to do.

Setting up 
Use the Tell me what to do pictures. 
These cards show actions such as: 
Touch your nose, Run to the window, 
Wiggle your foot, etc. You could use 
a puppet or classroom toy to make 
the game more exciting – explain they 
are feeling very bossy today.
Take one of the picture cards and say:
(Puppet name) says sit on the floor. 
The children need to follow the
instruction so that they understand 

how the game works before you start.

Playing the game
l Ask one of the children to pick out 

a card. This child then needs to give the 

instruction to the rest of the group, e.g. 

Walk to the door. 

l Take it in turns for the children to pick 

out a card and give the instructions for 

the rest of the group to follow. When they 

are ready, encourage the children to think 

up their own instructions for the others to 

follow.

Make it easier: use a toy or puppet to give 

the instructions or carry out the actions.

Make it harder: get the children to use 

longer sentences by including an extra 

description, e.g. Touch your nose with your 

thumb, Walk to the door quickly, Jump up 

and down four times, etc. You take the first 

turn so the children get the idea.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours.

Tell me what to do  
This is a fun game for encouraging children to use simple sentences to tell each 
other what to do. 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3 / Building sentences

Say: So now we use sentences to tell 
each other what to do.

Review

y
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Tell the children: We are learning to talk 

and listen to find out about our friends.

 
Setting up 
From the circle of children, choose one 
child to be the special person. This
person needs to go out of the room 
while you and the other children think 
of things they like about that person. 

Playing the game

l Each person in the group thinks of one 

nice thing they would like to say about the 

special person. When they are new to this 

game, children can find it difficult to think of 

what to say, so you might need to support 

them to think of things. 

l Welcome the special person back 

into the room. Children then take it in turns 

to say something nice about them. The 

special person then receives a compliment 

from everyone in the group, e.g. Jon is 

good at running, he has a lovely smile, I like 

his new shoes, he is kind, etc.

l Once everyone has said their 

compliment, go round the circle and repeat 

them all to summarise: So Jake thinks you 

are good at running, Sara likes your new 

shoes and so on.

l Make sure everyone gets a chance to 

be the special person.

As always, recognise and praise good 

listening behaviours. 

Special person 
This is a lovely game for children to hear good things about themselves.

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3 / Conversations

Say: So now we know more about 
each other. We know... (give examples 
from the game).

Review
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Briefly talk through the games you have played, and remind 

the children why you played them. Encourage them to fill in the 

blanks and remember for themselves. Initially this process is 

about the children knowing why they are playing the games to 

help with the five areas of language.

As the programme moves on, it can be more of a self-

evaluation process for the children to identify the areas they 

are good at and those that need more work. You can use the 

Monitoring form to do this.

Telling other people

It is useful for the children to practise how they would tell other 

people about the games they have been playing. They could 

go back to class and tell the class teacher, tell friends or tell 

parents at home. Ask the children: What was your favourite 

game?

Support the children in organising how they will talk about their 

favourite game and choose one for them if they can’t decide. 

Break this down into easy steps.

This week we have been learning lots about good listening.

Review of Session 3 

Week 1 / Focus on listening / Session 3
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