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About Early Talk Boost / Rationale 

Why has I CAN developed  
Early Talk Boost?
Early Talk Boost was developed because 
between 40 and 50% of children growing 
up in socially disadvantaged areas of the 
UK are starting school with delayed 
language1. As the early years offer such an 
opportunity for rich language experiences, 
it makes sense to start supporting 
language development at pre-school and 
nursery so that children have a good 
foundation when they start school. The 
Early Talk Boost intervention has been 
designed by I CAN communication 
advisors – specialist teachers and speech 
and language therapists.

What does Early Talk Boost cover?
Early Talk Boost supports a range of skills 
that give children’s language a boost. It 
supports:

l  Attention and listening: foundation 
skills for speaking and listening.

l   Learning and using new words: 
research shows that children with 
weaker vocabularies are at risk of 
difficulties with reading.

l   Building sentences: putting words 
together is a vital skill for having 
conversations and telling stories. 

Early Talk Boost has been designed to 
replace circle or group times that take 
place in early years settings for children 
who need this boost. It has also been 
designed for the usual numbers of children 
in these groups. 

About Early Talk Boost
Rationale  

1 Law, J., McBean, K. and Rush, R. ‘Communication skills in a population 
of primary school-aged children raised in an area of pronounced social 
disadvantage’, International Journal of Language and Communication 
Disorders, November–December 2011, Vol. 46, No. 6, 657–64.
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Your role
Your role in supporting children’s language 
is key, and throughout Early Talk Boost 
there are suggestions for how you can 
scaffold and support children’s language. 
There are also opportunities to extend and 
expand children’s language through using 
open ended questions, modelling talk and 
using the experience of being in a small 
group to have conversations (Sylva et al, 
20062). 

In the sections Building on practice 
there are suggestions for building these 
strategies into planning and everyday 
conversations with children. Various 
studies show that children benefit most 
from having conversations with responsive 
adults (Sylva et al, 2004;3 Weitzman and 
Greenberg, 20024). These suggestions are 
based on research showing that:

l   children learn language by being 
actively involved and engaged in 
activities 

l   children learn from responsive adults

l   children learn from adults modelling 
language (Weitzman et al, 20065).

The opportunities in Early Talk Boost to 
extend and expand children’s language 
also target some of the vocabulary and 
language concepts, giving children a 
chance to build on what they have learned 
in their small groups. 

About Early Talk Boost / Rationale

2 Sylva, K., Siraj-Blatchford, I. and Taggart, B. (2006) Assessing quality 
in the early years: Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS). 
Staffordshire: Trentham Books.

3 Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., Sammons, P., Siraj-Blatchford, I. and Taggart, 
B. (2004) ‘The Effective Provision of Pre-school Education (EPPE) project: 
findings from pre-school to end of Key Stage 1’, SureStart Evidence & 
Research: www.ioe.ac.uk/RB_Final_Report_3-7.pdf

4 Weitzman, E. and Greenberg, J. (2002) Learning language and loving it: 
a guide to promoting children’s social, language and literacy development 
in early childhood settings (2nd edition). Toronto: The Hanen Centre. 
Research summary: www.hanen.org/SiteAssets/Helpful-Info/Research-
Summary/Learning-Language-Research-Summary.aspx

5 Weitzman, E., Girolametto, L. and Greenberg, J. (2006) ‘Adult 
responsiveness as a critical intervention mechanism for emergent literacy: 
strategies for pre-school educators’, in Justice, L. (ed.) Clinical approaches 
to emergent literacy intervention. San Diego: Plural Publishing, pp. 
127–178.
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About Early Talk Boost / Rationale 

Attention and listening
Attention and listening are two of the 
building blocks for early language 
development. Programmes such as 
Letters and sounds6 highlight how vital 
these skills are for children taking stepping 
stones to reading. Helping children to learn 
attention and listening skills can give them 
a foundation for the rest of the intervention. 

Learning and using new words 
Children go through different stages when 
learning new words: from not knowing a 
word, to linking it with its meaning, then 
being secure in its meaning and then being 
able to use it. 

There are lots of things children have to be 
able to do to say a new word in order to get 
it right. They have to:

l   remember the sounds and the order 
they come in

l	 find a meaning for those sounds

l	 	work out where the new word may go in 
a sentence. 

To say the new word they have to:

l	 remember the word

l	 get the sounds in the right order

l	 put it in a sentence if they can. 

Adults have a role to play in helping 
children to learn new words. Research 
suggests that adults giving an explanation 
and definition of new words helps children 
learn new words more quickly.7 Giving 
children an explanation and definition of a 
word can add more than if they just hear  
a word. 

In Early Talk Boost we have given 
examples of how you can talk about 
words with children, explaining different 
categories of words (verb, concepts) 
so that this will enhance your skills in 
developing children’s vocabulary. There are 
also opportunities for repetition as this also 
helps children to learn new words. 

6 Department for Education and Skills (2007) Letters and sounds: 
principles and practice of high quality phonics. DfES.

7 Justice, L., Meier, J. and Walpole, S. (2005) ‘Learning new words from 
storybooks: an efficacy study with at-risk kindergartners’, Language, 
Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, Vol. 36, 17–32, January.
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Building sentences 
We have taken an approach often 
used with children with communication 
difficulties to help them to build and 
expand their sentences: colour coding 
different parts of the sentence. This 
approach has been shown to have an 
effect in helping children use longer 
sentences and develop their awareness of 
word order (Bryan, 1997;8 Bolderson et al, 
20119). 

We have also used a building-blocks 
approach using key words (Knowles and 
Masidlover, 1982;10 Blank, 200611).

Retelling stories
Narrative approaches have been shown 
to have an effect on children’s ability to 
retell stories and organise their narratives 
(Dockrell et al, 2006;12 201013). Elements 
of this story retelling approach have been 
adopted as part of this intervention.

Early Talk Boost aims to provide 
opportunities to share stories about 
everyday familiar situations and routines 
so that children can both share their 
experiences and build on them. 

About Early Talk Boost / Rationale

8 Bryan, A. (1997) ‘Colourful semantics: thematic role therapy’ in Chiat, S., 
Law, J. and Marshall, J. (eds.) Language disorders in children and adults: 
psycholinguistic approaches to therapy. London: Whurr.

9 Bolderson, S., Dosanjh, C., Milligan, C., Pring, T. and Chiat, S. (2011) 
‘Colourful semantics: a clinical investigation’, Child Language Teaching and 
Therapy, Vol. 27, 3: 344–353.

10 Knowles, W. and Masidlover, M. (1982) The Derbyshire Language 
Scheme. Derbyshire County Council

11 Blank, M. (2006) The reading remedy. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

12 Dockrell, J., Stuart, M. and King, D. (2006) ‘Implementing effective oral 
language interventions in pre-school settings: no simple solutions’ in Clegg, 
J. and Ginsborg, J. (eds.), Language and social disadvantage: theory into 
practice. Wiley.

13 Dockrell, J., Stuart, M. and King, D. (2010) ‘Supporting early oral 
language skills for English language learners in inner city pre-school 
provision’, British Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 80, 4: 497–515.
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Books
We have created eight story books as part 
of the Early Talk Boost intervention for a 
number of reasons:

l   They introduce and reinforce 
characters who appear throughout 
the intervention so that the children 
become familiar with them.

l   They reinforce topics covered in 
the groups, such as attention and 
listening.

l   They cover and target a range of 
vocabulary. 

l   They focus on language structures 
that the children are learning. 

l   Repeated reading of story books has 
an effect on children’s narrative skills 
and print knowledge (Horst et al, 
201114).

Repetition of vocabulary gives children an 
opportunity to hear and use words again, 
aiding retention (Horst et al, 2011). 

Equally, the way that you read stories with 
children – using key strategies such as 
pausing and contingent questioning – has 
been found to have an effect when used 
by parents.15

Songs and rhymes
Singing songs and rhymes is vital for 
helping children to develop the skills they 
need later on for reading. These are known 
as metalinguistic skills and will also help 
children with phonics when they start 
school (McLean et al, 198716).

Songs reinforce the content of each group 
to give the children another opportunity 
to hear and share words, concepts and 
stories. They are also open ended and 
inclusive so all the children can join in and 
participate. 

Approach
Early Talk Boost uses a concrete 
approach, offering the children direct and 
hands-on experiences. This approach is 
supported by visual resources, such as 
the Planning board (Resource q), song 
cards, picture cards and puppets, as this 
has been found to support children ‘when 
words are not enough’ (Wellington and 
Stackhouse, 201117) to enhance children’s 
learning and support their independence. 

.

About Early Talk Boost / Rationale 

14 Horst, J., Parsons, K. and Bryan, N. (2011) ‘Get the story straight: 
contextual repetition promotes word learning from storybooks’, Frontiers in 
Psychology: www.frontiersin.org 
15 Colmar, S. (2014) ‘A parent-based book-reading intervention for 
disadvantaged children with language difficulties’, Child Language 
Teaching and Therapy, Vol. 30, 1: 79–90.

16 MacLean, M., Bryant, P. and Bradley, L. (1987) ‘Rhymes, nursery 
rhymes and reading in childhood’, Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 33, 255–282.
17 Wellington, W. and Stackhouse, J. (2011) ‘Using visual support for 
language and learning in children with SLCN: a training programme for 
teachers and teaching assistants’, Child Language Teaching and Therapy, 
Vol. 27, 2: 183–201.
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What is Early Talk Boost?
Early Talk Boost is a pre-school language 
intervention and has been designed for 
children aged 3–4 years who have delayed 
language.

How long does the intervention 
last?
The intervention runs for nine weeks, with 
groups of six to eight children working 
three times a week, for 15 to 20 minutes 
per session. When choosing children for 
the group, ensure that they all attend the 
same sessions at nursery. The sessions 
are run by an early years practitioner or 
teacher. 

What is the focus of Early Talk 
Boost?
Early Talk Boost focuses on some of the 
foundation skills in speech, language and 
communication that children need for 
learning and understanding new words, as 
well as having conversations. 

Weeks 1 and 2 focus on attention and 
listening skills, as these are the building 
blocks that children need to give them a 
secure start. Many children who struggle 
with language find it difficult to focus  
and listen. 

The focus of Weeks 1 to 9 is as follows:

Week Focus

Attention and listening

1 Learning to listen

2 More learning to listen

Learning and using new words

3 Food

4 Big and little

Building sentences

5 Action words

6 On, under and in

7 Three-key-word sentences

8 First, next and last

Having conversations

9 Making friends

Introduction  
 

About Early Talk Boost / Introduction
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How does each session work?
Each group session follows the same 
structure of ‘plan, do and review’. This 
involves following a visual Planning board 
(Resource q)  before and after each 
session, showing:

l  Activity 1

l  Activity 2

l  Song

l  Story (Early Talk Boost book).

The activities are different for each session 
and build on what you and the children 
have done previously. Week 1 has the four 
activities as outlined above, while in Weeks 
2 to 9 a Review session is added: this 
short conversation activity reviews the four 
parts of each session.

Timing your sessions
Each session should last for about 15 
minutes, although they may last a bit 
longer to start with as you and the children 
get used to the activities. Some children 
may find it difficult to concentrate for this 
length of time, but this should change 
and develop as you progress through the 
sessions. 

What you will need
Although most of the resources are 
provided, you will need to provide some 
things, e.g. fruit, jelly, ice cubes and 
everyday objects. This is so that the 
children can learn from real things, as 
learning through their senses helps them 
to retain and use new words. 

Make sure that you have the Tizzy the 
Tiger puppet at every session, along with 
the Jake and Tizzy cards (Resources t 
and y). 

You will also need the Good looking, 
Good listening and Good sitting cards 
(Resources w, e and r) for each 
session. If possible, display these in the 
area where your group is working.

You will also need a camera to take a 
photograph each week of one of the 
activities. These will be added to a 
Photobook in Week 9.

About Early Talk Boost / Introduction 
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Songs
There is one song each week, which ties in 
with the focus for that week. You and the 
children may already be familiar with the 
songs, and this will help build on what the 
children already know. 

The song is repeated in each of the three 
sessions, and you can change the focus 
each time you sing it. The first time try to 
slow down the song so that the children 
can join in with the actions and follow the 
rhythm. The second time they may join in 
with the actions they remember, and the 
third time join in with both the actions and 
the words. 

If the children already know the song then 
you can vary its pace – e.g. fast and slow 
– to build on this. Make sure, however, 
that all the children know the actions and 
words before you do this. 

There is a song card with a picture of 
the song provided for each week to help 
prompt the children’s understanding.

Stories
Early Talk Boost has a series of eight 
books that have been specially designed 
and written for this intervention. Each 
book features Jake and his friend, Tizzy 
the Tiger, and incorporates vocabulary 
and themes from the week’s sessions to 
consolidate language learning. 

In the books there are a number of words 
written in italics, either for emphasis, e.g. 
‘Wow!’, or to suggest an action, e.g. 
‘Whee!’ and ‘Pop’. These are designed so 
that you can emphasise them when you 
read the story. 

You will read each book three times with 
the children, once in each session, and 
there are suggestions in the session 
plan about the focus you can use each 
time. This is to give the children lots of 
opportunities for repetition. 

In addition, the stories are based on 
characters and situations that will be 
familiar to the children. 

About Early Talk Boost / Introduction
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For example, Jake and Tizzy are seen at 
home, when they go shopping, at nursery 
and playing outside. This is because we 
build into stories the things that happen 
every day, and this is where children start 
hearing and learning about stories. The 
more concrete and familiar stories are, the 
more children who need some help with 
speaking and putting words together can 
practise talking about these situations. 

The books have been developed to build 
on what you’re doing in the rest of the 
session and the focus for the week. You 
can pick up certain themes in each book.

Partnership with parents
Parents get a copy of all the books to 
share at home with their children. Sharing 
stories should help the children with their 
talking. See the Partnership with parents 
section for more information. 

Attendance 
There is a Register in the Resources 
section, and it is important that you 
note whether children have missed any 
sessions. If children have missed a number 
of sessions they’re unlikely to show the 
maximum amount of progress in the 
intervention period.

When choosing children for the Early Talk 
Boost group it’s important that they all 
attend the same sessions at nursery, to give 
them the best chance to complete the full 
intervention without missing any sessions.

Where there’s an unexpected occurrence 
or closure of the nursery during the 
intervention – e.g. due to unforeseen 
weather conditions, building problems 
or staff absence – you should continue 
until the intervention sessions have been 
completed.

Where children are missing for one or two 
sessions, continue with the intervention. 
You don’t need to try and repeat missed 
sessions as this will complicate your 
general classroom practice.

About Early Talk Boost / Introduction 
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

q Planning board
 •  Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 1 • Bubble-blowing kit  • Ball or beanbag
 •  Feathers (one or two for 

each child)
 •  Musical instruments or 

shakers (one for each child)

u Song card: Head 
 • Book: Hello!

Resources  
 

Week 1

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

q Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 2 • Car
• A box or board you can use 

as a barrier

 • Ball
 •  Two sets of the same three 

musical instruments

i Song card: Zoom
 • Book: The Ice Lolly

Week 2

• About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

q Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card 

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 3 • Two different fruits, e.g. apple 
and orange (try not to use a 
banana for this activity)

• Banana 
• Strawberry yogurt
• Large sheet of paper
• Pens or crayons
• Parachute, tablecloth or 

piece of fabric
• Carrot or apple
• Marshmallows
• Jelly (prepared in advance)
• Spoons and bowls (enough 

for each child)
• Six items from around the 

nursery: 
 − Spade
 − Apple
 − Book
 − Spoon
 − Child’s coat
 − Paintbrush
• Ice cubes
• Item warmed in the 

microwave or on a radiator 
(e.g. a small toy or glove)

• Camera (optional)

 • Bag
 • WOW template (for you)

o Song card: Jelly
•  Book: Jake and Tizzy Go 

Shopping

Week 3

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

q Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card 

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 4 • Sheets of paper taped to the 
wall, or a height chart

• Marker pens 
• Two hoops or boxes
• Everyday big and little 

objects, e.g:
 − Spoons
 − Cups
 − Forks
 − Socks
 − Gloves
 − Clothes

 • Tizzy puppet
 • Tizzy finger puppet 

a Big Jake card

s Little Jake card

d Big Tizzy card 

f Little Tizzy card 

g Big cat card 

h Little cat card 

j Big dog card 

k Little dog card 
 • Bag
 • Big and little farm animals
 •  Two musical instruments, 

one loud and one quiet

l Song card: Goldilocks
 •  Book: Jake is Big and  

Tizzy is Little

Week 4

About Early Talk Boost / Resources

Online use only



 Early Talk Boost Intervention Manual / 15
© I CAN 2019. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

qqq Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

www Good looking card

eee Good listening card 

rrr Good sitting card

ttt Jake card

yyy Tizzy card

Week 5 • At least eight everyday items, 
e.g:

 − Cup
 − Hairbrush
 − Toothbrush/toothpaste
 − Soap
 − Washcloth/sponge
 − Bottle of water
 − Book
 −  Food items (empty food 

packets)
• Range of everyday items, e.g:
 − Hairbrush
 − Toothbrush
 − Cup
 − Washcloth/sponge
 − Socks
• Plastic bottle or spinner

 • Bag

1( Big Tizzy: sleeping card 

2) Big Tizzy: drinking card 

2! Big Tizzy: eating card

2@ Big Tizzy: washing card

2# Big Tizzy: running card

2$ Big Tizzy: walking card

2% Big Tizzy: kicking card

2^ Big Tizzy: brushing card
 • Tizzy puppet

2& Little Tizzy: sleeping card

2* Little Tizzy: drinking card

2( Little Tizzy: eating card

3) Little Tizzy: washing card

3! Little Tizzy: running card

3@ Little Tizzy: walking card

3# Little Tizzy: kicking card

3$ Little Tizzy: brushing card

3% Song card: Teeth
 • Book: Jake is Busy

Week 5

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

qqq Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

www Good looking card

eee Good listening card 

rrr Good sitting card

ttt Jake card

yyy Tizzy card

Week 6 • Parachute, tablecloth or 
piece of fabric

• At least eight everyday items, 
e.g: 

 − Cup
 − Hairbrush
 − Toothbrush/toothpaste
 − Soap
 − Washcloth/sponge
 − Bottle of water
 − Book
 − Plate
• Box, e.g. shoebox or toybox, 

for demonstrating the 
position of in

 •  Eight items from the resource 
bag (musical instruments, etc)

1( Big Tizzy: sleeping card

2) Big Tizzy: drinking card

2! Big Tizzy: eating card

2@ Big Tizzy: washing card

2# Big Tizzy: running card

2$ Big Tizzy: walking card

2% Big Tizzy: kicking card

2^ Big Tizzy: brushing card

3^ Tizzy: on a chair card

3& Tizzy: on a table card 

3* Tizzy: on the floor card

3( Tizzy: on a swing card

4) Tizzy: under a chair card

4! Tizzy: under a table card

4@ Tizzy: under a rug card

4# Tizzy: under a swing card
 • Tizzy puppet

4$ Tizzy: in bed card

4% Tizzy: in a box card

4^ Song card: Monkeys
 • Book: Hide and Seek

Week 6

About Early Talk Boost / Resources

Online use only



 Early Talk Boost Intervention Manual / 17
© I CAN 2019. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

qqq Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

www Good looking card

eee Good listening card 

rrr Good sitting card

ttt Jake card

yyy Tizzy card

Week 7 • Real or home corner kettle 
and tea cups

• Things in the room to go on, 
under and in

 • Tizzy puppet

4& Green jigsaw card

4* Blue jigsaw card

4( Red jigsaw card

1( Big Tizzy: sleeping card 

2) Big Tizzy: drinking card 

2! Big Tizzy: eating card

2@ Big Tizzy: washing card

2# Big Tizzy: running card

2$ Big Tizzy: walking card

2% Big Tizzy: kicking card

2^ Big Tizzy: brushing card

2& Little Tizzy: sleeping card

2* Little Tizzy: drinking card

2( Little Tizzy: eating card

3) Little Tizzy: washing card

3! Little Tizzy: running card

3@ Little Tizzy: walking card

3# Little Tizzy: kicking card

3$ Little Tizzy: brushing card

5) Banana card

5! Apple card

5@ Water card

5# Football card

3( Tizzy: on a swing card 

4) Tizzy: under a chair card

Week 7

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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About Early Talk Boost / Resources

When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

5$ Hair card

5% Teeth card 

5^ Face card

5& Hands card

5* Bed card

5( Chair card

6) Table card

3^ Tizzy: on a chair card

3& Tizzy: on a table card 

3* Tizzy: on the floor card

4! Tizzy: under a table card

4@ Tizzy: under a rug card

4# Tizzy: under a swing card

4$ Tizzy: in bed card

4% Tizzy: in a box card

6! Song card: Kettle
 • Book: Jake and Tizzy Help Out
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

qqq Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

www Good looking card

eee Good listening card 

rrr Good sitting card

ttt Jake card

yyy Tizzy card

Week 8 • Range of different items – 
e.g. an apron, paintbrush and 
towel – from the nursery

• Plates
• Knives
• Bread
• Butter/spread
• Choice of fillings, e.g. 

marmite, jam, cheese spread, 
peanut butter

 • Bag

6@ Jake: toothbrush card

6# Jake: toothpaste card

6$ Jake: brushing teeth card

6% Jake: washing hands card

6^ Jake: spoon card

6& Jake: yoghurt card

6* Jake: socks card

6( Jake: wellies card 

7) Jake: playing card

7! Jake: bath card

7@ Jake: pyjamas card

7# Jake: bed card

7$ Jake: waking up card

7% Jake: dressing card

7^ Jake: breakfast card

7& Tizzy: holding a banana card

7* Tizzy: peeling a banana card

7( Tizzy: eating a banana card

8! Cake: candles unlit card

8@ Cake: candles lit card (82)

8#  Cake: Jake blowing candles 
card

8) Song card: Spider
 • Book: The Birthday!

Week 8

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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When Resources needed from setting Resources provided

Every 
session

q Planning board
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card 

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 9 • Photos from Weeks 1–8
• Scissors
• Glue
• Pen
• Sheets of paper (if you’re 

not using the Photobook 
template)

 •  Photobook template (if you 
wish to use it)

u Song card: Head

i Song card: Zoom

ooo Song card: Jelly

lll Song card: Goldilocks

333%%% Song card: Teeth

444^̂̂ Song card: Monkeys

666!!! Song card: Kettle

888))) Song card: Spider
 • Book: Hello!
 • Book: The Ice Lolly
 •  Book: Jake and Tizzy Go 

Shopping
 •  Book: Jake is Big and  

Tizzy is Little
 • Book: Jake is Busy
 • Book: Hide and Seek
 •  Book: Jake and Tizzy  

Help Out
 • Book: The Birthday!

Week 9

About Early Talk Boost / Resources
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Attention and listening
Week 1: Learning to listen 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Overview

Overview
The main focus for Week 1 is Attention 
and listening (this continues into Week 2). 
Children need to be able to focus and to 
tune in to sounds and what’s happening 
around them to help them listen to what 
people are saying. Often children who 
struggle with language find it difficult to tune 
in and focus. 

Week 1 introduces the Planning board 
(Resource q) showing the four parts of 
each session:

Activity 1

Activity 2

Song

Story

This is used to outline to the children what 
will happen in every session and to review 
the session at the end.

Week 1 looks at the parts of our bodies we 
use to show we are listening, and breaks 
down listening into different skills. This is 
because we often ask children to listen 
without explaining to them how to listen and 
what they need to do. The aim of Week 1 is 
to make it really clear how we listen and also 
to think of it as a skill and something we can 
learn. This is why we suggest that you give 
lots of praise about specific listening skills so 
that children know what they are doing well. 

Week 1 also introduces the main characters 
– Jake and Tizzy – who feature in the 
eight story books and throughout the 
intervention. You can introduce the Tizzy 
the Tiger puppet so that all the children can 
say hello to him. Tizzy can also watch out 
for good listening skills!

You may find that it takes a bit of time for the 
children to get used to the group – this is all 
part of Week 1 and doing something new. 

Week 2 builds on these skills. 

Please remember to take a photograph 
of the children completing one of the 
activities to add to the Photobook in  
Week 9.
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Week 1 / Learning to listen / Resources

Activity Focus Resources needed

Planning Planning q Planning board
 •  Tizzy puppet

Activity 1
How do we listen?  
Using our ears and 
looking

Attention and 
listening

w Good looking card

e Good listening card
 • Ball or beanbag

Activity 2
Ready, steady, blow!

Attention and 
listening

 • Bubble-blowing kit

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

Song
‘Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes’

Singing u Song card: Head

Story
Hello!

Narrative  • Book: Hello! 
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 1: Session 1

Resources 
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Week 1 / Learning to listen / Resources

Activity Focus Resources needed

Planning Planning q Planning board
 •  Tizzy puppet

Activity 1
How do we listen?  
Good sitting

Attention and 
listening

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

r Good sitting card

Activity 2
Ready, steady, blow!

Attention and 
listening

 •  Feathers (one or two for each 
child)

 •  Three Good listening cards 

w, e and r from Activity 1

Song
‘Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes’

Singing u Song card: Head

Story
Hello!

Narrative  • Book: Hello!
 • Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 1: Session 2
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Week 1 / Learning to listen / Resources

Activity Focus Resources needed

Planning Planning q Planning board
 •  Tizzy puppet

Activity 1
Watch for the signal!

Attention and 
listening

 •  Musical instruments
 •  Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

Activity 2
Stop and Go!  
Musical instruments

Attention and 
listening

  •  Musical instruments or 
shakers (one for each child)

Song
‘Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes’

Singing u Song card: Head

Story
Hello!

Narrative  • Book: Hello! 
 •  Tizzy puppet

w Good looking card

e Good listening card

r Good sitting card

t Jake card

y Tizzy card

Week 1: Session 3
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Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1

Attention and listening
Week 1: Learning to listen 

Session 1
Planning
Introduce children to the programme by 
telling them that they will be doing some 
language and talking sessions three times 
a week, for nine weeks. They will be playing 
lots of games, singing songs and reading 
stories. They will also take the stories home 
to share with their parents, families and 
friends.

Show the children the Planning board 
(Resource q) showing Activity 1, Activity 2, 
Song and Story. Tell the children that they will 
follow this format in every session. Talk about 
what you are going to do today, and display 
the board where the children can see it and 
refer to it if necessary during the session.

Introduce the Tizzy the Tiger puppet, and 
tell the children that Tizzy will be in all of 
the books they read and in some of the 
activities.

Please remember to take a photograph 
of the children completing one of the 
activities to add to the Photobook in 
Week 9.

Resources
Remember to get together the resources 
you’ll need for this session, and to check the 
resource list to see if you need to prepare 
any other resources in advance.

Make sure that you have the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet at every session, along with the Jake 
and Tizzy cards (Resources t and y).

You will also need the Good looking, 
Good listening and Good sitting cards 
(Resources w, e and r) for each session. 
If possible, display these in the area where 
your group is working.
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Often we ask children to listen without 
explaining what this means and how 
they do it. This activity breaks down 
attention and listening into different
skills. It focuses on using our eyes to 
look, our ears to listen and how we need 
to sit still to listen to someone. 

Listening involves using different parts 
of our body:

l	 Eyes (for looking)

l Ears (for hearing what’s being said)

l Body (staying in one place)

l Feet and hands (still)

l  Head (for thinking about what 
someone is saying).

So the skills we will focus on in our 
small group are:

l Using our eyes and looking

l Using our ears to listen.

How to do it
This game involves talking about how we 
need to use our eyes and ears to listen. 

l Say to the children: We’re going to play 
a game about listening. Listening can help 
us to join in and know what our friends are 
saying. Who knows what we need to use 
when we listen? 

l		 Leave a break and wait for them to 
say ‘Ears’ and ‘Eyes’. If they don’t you can 
prompt them by saying: We need to use our 
... [point to your ears]. Can you show me 
your ears? Wait for the children to point to 
their ears. 

l Then say: We need to use our ears to 
listen, but we also use our eyes to do good 
looking.

l Ask the children: Is this good looking? 
Look up at the ceiling, turn around to 
exaggerate that you’re not looking at them. 

l Hopefully they will say ‘No’. Then say: 
What do you need to do good looking? Can 
you show me? Wait for the children to show 
you. Yes, that’s right. We need to look at 
people. 

Activity 1
How do we listen?  
Using our ears and looking 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1
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Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1

l Ball game (you can also use a 
beanbag for this game): Then say: Now 
we’re going to play a game where we need 
to look. We are going to throw a ball to 
someone and say their name. You need to 
look at the person throwing the ball and use 
your ears to listen for your name. 

l Say a child’s name and throw the ball 
to them. 

l Encourage them to look at another 
child, say their name and throw them the 
ball. 

l Praise each child for looking when 
someone is speaking, and for using their 
ears to listen for their name. (Praising specific 
skills helps children to become aware of 
each behaviour.) 

Talking about it
l Finish the activity by saying: We know 
we have to use our ears and eyes to listen. 

l Now show the Good looking and 
Good listening cards (Resources w and 

e). Display these if possible and tell the 
children that they will look at them in every 
session to remind them of how to do good 
listening.

Too hard?
l Some children will need this repeating 
until they’re familiar with these ideas. You 
can encourage them to show you their eyes 
and ears, as well as focusing on responding 
to their name during the ball game. 

Too easy?
l If children are familiar with the ideas 
you’re talking about, ask them to show you 
‘good looking/not looking’ and talk about 
what you need to do to listen. 
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Following on from Activity 1, which 
explained how we need to use our ears
and our eyes to listen, Activity 2 helps 
the children to listen for a word and 
anticipate what’s going to happen next. 
They can also look at you to see when
you’re going to blow the bubbles, and 
then pop the bubbles. They are also 
listening for the word ‘Blow!’

The skills we will focus on are:

l Using our eyes and looking

l Using our ears to listen.

Children are listening for the word 
‘Blow!’ when you blow the bubbles.

How to do it
l	● Say to the children: We’re going to 
play with bubbles [show them the bubbles]. 
We need to wait until I say ‘Ready, steady, 
blow!’ and then you can pop the bubbles. 
Remember, we need to use our eyes to 
look and our ears to listen. Show them the 
Good looking and Good listening cards 
(Resources w and e) to reinforce this.

l	● Say: Ready, steady, blow! and then 
blow the bubbles. 

l	● Wait for the children to pop them and 
say ‘Pop!’ as they do this so that they hear 
this new word. Some children may copy the 
word. 

l	● When the children have popped the 
bubbles, ask them: Do you want more? 
Look at them and wait for them to respond. 
The answer is usually ‘Yes!’ 

l Repeat the activity four or five times. 

l	● If the activity becomes very noisy and 
boisterous, choose a child who is sitting well 
and get them to pop the bubbles. You can 
name children to pop the bubbles and let 
them take turns.

Activity 2
Ready, steady, blow! 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1
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Talking about it
l	 Finish the activity by saying: We know 
we have to use our ears and eyes to listen. 

l Show children the Good looking and 
Good listening cards (Resources w and 

e) as a reminder, saying: These pictures can 
help us to remember to look and use our 
ears. 

Too hard?
l Encourage the children to pop the 
bubbles. If they find it difficult to wait, 
give them a gentle touch on their arm to 
encourage them. 

l You may also need to wait for some 
children to respond when you ask them if 
they want more bubbles.

Too easy?
l Leave a longer time before you say 
‘Blow!’, so the children anticipate it. The 
children can also join in with ‘Ready, steady, 
blow!’

l If the children are already saying ‘Pop!’ 
you can extend this and say ‘Pop bubbles!’ 
and ‘More bubbles!’ This builds in more 
opportunities for using language as well as 
helping their attention and listening skills.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1
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This song reinforces 
children’s understanding of 
the names for different
parts of their bodies. This links to the 
different parts of the body they need to
use to listen, helps them build on words 
they already know and provides another 
chance to repeat and recap words they 
aren’t sure of. 

If it’s the first time the children have 
heard the song it will be new to them, 
and they will need more time to learn 
the rhythm, actions and words.

How to do it
l Slow down the pace of the song so 
that children have a chance to point to each 
part of their body. 

l Exaggerate your actions for the children 
so that they can tell where you’re pointing to. 

l	● Sing the song through twice slowly. 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Talking about it
l Say: Well done, we’ve talked about 
different parts of our body. Now we’re going 
to sit down and have a story. 

Too hard?
l This song gives the children a chance 
to join in with the actions. If you slow it 
down this gives them more of a chance to 
anticipate the words.

Song 
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1
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Story 
Hello! 

This story introduces the 
characters of Jake and 
Tizzy the Tiger who feature 
in each of the eight story books.

Children’s storytelling skills start off with 
them hearing and telling stories about 
things that have happened to them in 
familiar and everyday contexts, e.g. at 
home, at nursery, walking to the park. 
This story introduces some places and 
scenes that they may be familiar with. 

Knowing who is in a story can help the 
children to develop their abilities to tell 
stories.

How to do it
l Show everyone the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet who has been watching them all 
doing good looking and listening, and let the 
children say hello to him.

l Show the children the Jake and Tizzy 
cards (Resources t and y), and explain 
that you’re going to read a story about them. 

l Using the Good looking and Good 
listening cards (Resources w and e), 
remind the children that they will need to use 
their eyes and ears to listen to the story and 
look at the pictures. 

l Praise the children as you see them 
doing good looking and good listening. 

l Ensure that all the children can see the 
book clearly. Read the story through slowly, 
and emphasise the words printed in italics. 

l Don’t be afraid to interrupt the story 
by pointing out detail in the illustrations, or 
referring to the children’s own experiences or 
thoughts.

Talking about it
l Talk with the children about who was in 
the story, and name the characters.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 1
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Attention and listening
Week 1: Learning to listen 

Session 2
Planning
Show the children the Planning board 
(Resource q) with Activity 1, Activity 2, 
Song and Story. Talk about what you’re 
going to do today, and display the board 
where the children can see it and refer to it if 
necessary during the session.

Using the puppet, remind the children that 
Tizzy the Tiger will be watching them all do 
good listening.

Please remember to take a photograph 
this week of the children completing one 
of the activities to add to the Photobook in 
Week 9.

Resources
Remember to get together the resources 
you’ll need for this session, and to check the 
resource list to see if you need to prepare 
any other resources in advance.

Make sure that you have the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet at every session, along with the Jake 
and Tizzy cards (Resources t and y).

You will also need the Good looking, 
Good listening and Good sitting cards 
(Resources w, e and r) for each session. 
If possible, display these in the area where 
your group is working.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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This builds on the last group activity and 
helps the children to see how they need 
to sit to listen. 

How to do it
This game involves talking about how we sit 
in order to listen, and how we need to use 
our ears and eyes. 

l Say to the children: We’re going to play 
a game about listening. Listening can help 
us to join in and know what our friends are 
saying. Who knows what we need to use 
when we listen? 

l		 Leave a break and wait for them to 
say ‘Ears’ and ‘Eyes’. If they don’t you can 
prompt them by saying: We need to use our 
… [point to your ears]. Can you show me 
your ears? Wait for the children to point to 
their ears. 

l Then say: We need to use our ears and 
eyes to listen, but we also use the rest of our 
bodies. I want you to tell me if I am doing 
good sitting.

l Wriggle round on the floor and turn 
your back to show that you’re not listening. 
Ask the children if you were sitting still and 
doing good listening. 

l Hopefully they will say ‘No’. Then 
you can ask: How do you know I wasn’t 
listening? If they find it difficult to answer you 
can ask them if you were sitting still. 

Activity 1
How do we listen?  
Good sitting 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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l Then ask the children: Can you show 
me how you need to sit to listen? They 
should sit still, facing you: then you can 
praise them for good listening. Show them 
the Good sitting card (Resource r).

l Then role play good listening by sitting 
still and ask the children if you were doing 
good listening. 

l Remind them that Tizzy is watching to 
see who is doing good sitting.

 

Talking about it
l Ask the children to sit well as Tizzy is 
looking to see who can do good looking, 
listening and sitting. Use the Good looking, 
Good listening and Good sitting cards 
(Resources w, e and r) as a reminder.

l Hold the Tizzy the Tiger puppet and 
let Tizzy whisper in your ear the names of 
children doing:

− Good looking

− Good listening

− Good sitting.

l Feed back who is doing good looking, 
listening and sitting.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2

Online use only



36 / Early Talk Boost Intervention Manual
© I CAN 2019. Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is strictly prohibited without express written permission.

Activity 2 again follows on from 
previous ones, explaining how we need 
to use our ears and eyes to listen to 
people.

This activity helps the children to listen 
for a word and anticipate what’s going 
to happen next. 

The skills we will focus on are:

l Using our eyes and looking

l Using our ears to listen.

The children are listening for the word 
‘Blow!’ when blowing feathers across 
the carpet. 

How to do it
l Give all the children one or two 
feathers each. 

l Say to the children: We’re going to 
blow some feathers like this [demonstrate]. 
We need to wait until I say ‘Ready, steady, 
blow!’ 

l Say: Ready, steady, blow! and then the 
children can blow their feathers across the 
carpet. 

l Repeat the activity four or five times. 

l Praise the children as you see them 
doing good looking, listening and sitting.

Activity 2
Ready, steady, blow! 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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Talking about it

l Talk to the children about the way they 
listened to hear the word ‘Blow!’ and how 
they then blew their feathers.

Too hard?
l Some children may find it difficult to 
wait for the word ‘Blow!’ It may help if you 
look at them and give them a gentle touch 
on their arm. 

l You can also show them the Good 
looking, Good listening and Good sitting 
cards (Resources w, e and r) as a 
prompt. 

Too easy?
l If the children are familiar with the game 
they can take the role of group leader and 
say ‘Ready, steady, blow!’ 

l You can talk about how hard or softly 
the children blew their feathers. 

l You can also get children to wait 
for their name to be called to say ‘Ready, 
steady, blow!’ and see if they can show 
good waiting and listening skills.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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This song reinforces 
children’s understanding of 
the names for different parts of their 
bodies. 

Although this is the second time the 
children have sung this song, you may 
need to help them with the words, 
action and rhythm.

How to do it
l Slow down the pace of the song so 
that children have a chance to point to each 
part of their body. 

l Exaggerate your actions for the children 
so that they can tell where you are pointing to. 

l	● Sing the song through twice slowly. 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Talking about it
l Say: Well done, we’ve talked about 
different parts of our body. Now we’re going 
to sit down and have a story. 

Too hard?
l This song gives the children a chance 
to join in with the actions. If you slow it 
down this gives them more of a chance to 
anticipate the words.

Too easy?
l If the children are familiar with the song 
and actions then you can speed it up. Make 
sure all the children can keep up. 

l		 If the children know the song, actions 
and body parts, you can stay silent on a 
word and see if they can fill it in and get the 
right body part.

Song 
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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Story 
Hello! 

This story introduces the 
characters of Jake and 
Tizzy the Tiger who feature 
in each of the eight story books.

How to do it
l Show everyone the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet who has been watching them all 
doing good looking and listening, and let the 
children say hello to him. 

l Show the children the Jake and Tizzy 
cards (Resources t and y), and explain 
that you’re going to re-read a story about 
them. 

l Using the Good looking, Good 
listening and Good sitting cards (Resources 

w, e and r), remind the children that they 
will need to sit still, and use their eyes and 
ears to listen to the story and look at the 
pictures. 

l Praise the children as you see them 
doing good looking, good listening and good 
sitting. 

l Ensure that all the children can see the 
book clearly. Read the story through slowly, 
and emphasise the words printed in italics. 

l Don’t be afraid to interrupt the story 
by pointing out detail in the illustrations, or 
referring to the children’s own experiences or 
thoughts.

Talking about it
l Talk with the children about who was in 
the story, and what happened.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 2
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Attention and listening
Week 1: Learning to listen 

Session 3
Planning
Show the children the Planning board 
(Resource q) with Activity 1, Activity 2, 
Song and Story. Talk about what you’re 
going to do today, and display the board 
where the children can see it and refer to it if 
necessary during the session.

Using the puppet, remind the children that 
Tizzy the Tiger will be watching them all do 
good listening.

Please remember to take a photograph 
this week of the children completing one 
of the activities to add to the Photobook in 
Week 9.

Resources
Remember to get together the resources 
you’ll need for this session, and to check the 
resource list to see if you need to prepare 
any other resources in advance.

Make sure that you have the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet at every session, along with the Jake 
and Tizzy cards (Resources t and y).

You will also need the Good looking, 
Good listening and Good sitting cards 
(Resources w, e and r) for each session. 
If possible, display these in the area where 
your group is working.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 3
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This activity draws on children’s 
attention and listening skills as they 
need to watch and listen for a signal to 
stop and be still. This reminds children 
to use their eyes to look out for the 
signal and to sit still when listening. 

The skills we will use are:

l Using our eyes and looking

l Using our ears to listen

l Sitting still.

How to do it
l Have ready the Tizzy the Tiger puppet 
and your musical instrument. 

l Say to the children: We’re going to 
pass Tizzy round our circle. When I shake 
this instrument [e.g. a tambourine] you have 
to hold Tizzy and be still.

l Using the Good looking, Good 
listening and Good sitting cards (Resources 

w, e and r), remind the children: We’re 
going to use our eyes and ears to watch and 
listen for a signal. Listen carefully. 

l Pass Tizzy around the circle, and 
when you’re ready shake the instrument. 
Encourage the children to stop and be still 
(they may need to do this a couple of times).

Activity 1
Watch for the signal! 

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 3
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Talking about it

l Talk to the children about the way they 
listened for the signal and sat still. You can 
reinforce how we need to use our eyes, our 
ears and our whole bodies to listen. 

Too hard?
l The children may need you to repeat 
the good listening prompt and say their 
name if they find it hard to watch and listen 
for the signal. 

Too easy?
l When they hear the signal the children 
can change direction and pass Tizzy the 
opposite way. 

l If this is still too easy you can have 
two signals – one for stop and the other for 
changing direction.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 3
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How to do it
l Have enough musical instruments 
ready so the children have one each. 

l Say to the children: When I say ‘Go!’ 
we’re all going to play our instruments. 
When I say ‘Stop!’ we’re going to be quiet. 
Let’s have a practice. You will need to listen 
carefully. 

l Say ‘Go!’ to start the activity and then 
choose when to say ‘Stop!’ 

l See how the children respond and if 
they were looking at you and listening for the 
word. 

l Give them some feedback about their 
listening skills, e.g. Aaron, I could tell you 
were listening to me because you stopped 
when I said ‘Stop!’

l If some children find this difficult, 
remind them to look at you and to use their 
ears. You may need to say ‘Stop!’ and a 
child’s name if they carry on when you have 
said ‘Stop!’

l Allow the children to have a few turns 
as a group and then let a few children who 
have been doing good listening try on their 
own.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 3

This activity draws on children’s 
attention and listening skills, as they 
need to watch and listen for a word 
and act on it. This helps children to 
tune in, listen for a word, wait and then 
start a simple activity again. Using 
a simple and familiar activity helps 
develop children’s skills to be able to 
focus on one activity, then shift their 
attention to what you are saying, and 
then shift back to the activity again. 

The skills we will use are:

l Using our eyes and looking

l Using our ears to listen.

Activity 2
Stop and Go!  
Musical instruments 
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Talking about it

l Talk to the children about the way they 
used their eyes and ears to listen to you, and 
how they sat still when you said ‘Stop!’

Too hard?
l If the children find it hard to respond to 
you saying ‘Stop!’ you can use an additional 
prompt, such as saying their name. 

l You can also make eye contact with 
them when you say ‘Stop!’ as this will let 
you know whether they’re using their eyes to 
help them listen. 

l You can also remind them to use their 
eyes and ears to help them to listen.

Too easy?

l One of the children can choose when 
to say ‘Stop!’ and ‘Go!’ 

l Extend the activity by using a quieter 
and quieter voice so the children really have 
to attend and listen hard.

Week 1 / Learning to listen / Session 3
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This song reinforces 
children’s understanding of 
the names for different parts of their 
bodies. 

The children will be singing this song 
for the third time, so by now they 
should be familiar with the words and 
anticipate the actions.

How to do it
l Slow down the pace of the song so 
that children have a chance to point to each 
part of their body. 

l Exaggerate your actions for the children 
so that they can tell where you are pointing to. 

l	● Sing the song through twice slowly. 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees   
 and toes

Talking about it
l See if any of the children can model 
the actions with you singing, or can sing the 
song and do the actions all the way through.

l	● Praise the children for good actions 
and singing. 

Too hard?
l This song gives the children a chance 
to join in with the actions. If you slow it 
down this gives them more of a chance to 
anticipate the words.

Too easy?
l Try and sing the song faster and faster. 

l If children know the song, action and 
body parts, you can start stay silent on a 
word and see if they can fill it in and get the 
right body part.

Song 
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ 
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Story 
Hello! 

This story introduces the 
characters of Jake and 
Tizzy the Tiger who feature 
in each of the eight story books. This is 
the third read through of the story so the 
children should be familiar with it by now.

How to do it
l Show everyone the Tizzy the Tiger 
puppet who has been watching them all 
doing good looking and listening, and let the 
children say hello to him. 

l Show the children the Jake and Tizzy 
cards (Resources t and y), and explain that 
you’re going to re-read the story about them. 

l Using the Good looking, Good listening 
and Good sitting cards (Resources w, e 
and r), remind the children that they will need 
to sit still, and use their eyes and ears to listen 
to the story and look at the pictures. 

l Praise the children as you see them 
doing good looking, good listening and good 
sitting. 

l Ensure that all the children can see the 
book clearly. Read the story through slowly, 
and emphasise the words printed in italics. 

l Don’t be afraid to interrupt the story 
by pointing out detail in the illustrations, or 
referring to the children’s own experiences or 
thoughts.

l Tell the children that when they read the 
story at home they can tell their families what 
it’s all about.

Talking about it
l Talk with the children about who was in 
the story, and what happened. 

l	● Extend the language of the story by 
asking the children some questions:

−  On the picture pages about the park, 
ask: Who likes to go to the park, and 
what do you like best to play on – 
swing or slide?

−  On the pages of Jake’s bedroom, 
ask: What toys do you keep in your 
bedroom?

−  Say: Jake likes football. What games 
do you like to play outside?

−  Say: Jake’s favourite food is yogurt. 
What do you like to eat?

l	 You may have to support language in 
conversation and model sentences using 
the key words that the children use. If the 
children are struggling to answer you can say 
their favourite things, modelling simple and 
appropriate answers.

  Reminder

l	● Have you remembered to take a 
photograph this week?
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