
Giving young people the 
skills they need for work

An evidenced intervention for students 
aged 14 to 18 with communication difficulties 
to develop the communication skills they need 
for the workplace



What is 
Talk about Talk 
Secondary?
Talk about Talk Secondary is an 
evidenced targeted intervention that 
helps students aged 14 to 18 with poor 
communication skills to be ready for the 
work place. The programme consists 
of a series of 13 fully planned one-hour 
lessons delivered by trained teaching or 
support staff.

How will students improve 
their communication skills 
for the workplace?

Students who are selected to take part in 
the intervention will learn and practice the 
communication skills that support other ‘soft’ 
employability skills such as team working, time 
management and problem-solving.

Students work towards co-delivering workshops 
about communication skills to an audience 
in their school and then to local businesses. 
Workshops help students apply these skills and a 
range of tools help them reflect on their progress 
throughout the lessons.



Talk about Talk 
Secondary 
Training
Talk about Talk Secondary training 
is suitable for Teachers, Teaching 
Assistants and Special Educational Needs 
Coordinators who work with secondary 
years students aged 14-18 years old.

What will I learn?
The training will give participants a background 
on speech, language and communication needs 
(SLCN) in particular, how they present at secondary 
age as well as providing full details and materials to 
deliver the lessons and workshops.

How is the training delivered?
Talk about Talk Secondary is a one-day training 
course delivered on-site in your school. 

Schools training small numbers of staff may wish to 
consider joining with other schools locally to share 
the cost.

The Talk for Work Profile
This profiling tool is part of Talk about Talk
Secondary and allows secondary school staff
to profile the communication skills needed by
young people to succeed in the workplace.
The Talk For Work Profile can be purchased
separately for those schools who want to
review their students readiness for work.

How much does it cost?
• Talk about Talk Secondary costs £250 for the 

I CAN training materials plus the cost of training 
by one our licensed tutors

• Talk For Work Profile costs £95 and is available as 
digital download from www.icancharity.org.uk

What to do next?
Visit www.talkingpoint.org.uk/licensee-map 
to find a licensed tutor and once training has 
been arranged visit www.ican.org.uk to 
purchase the training materials. 



Young people found 
communicating easier, especially 
in relation to teamwork: 

I have definitely improved. 
I can even speak in front 
of others more confidently 
whereas before I would do 
anything to avoid it.

Staff were very positive 
about Talk about Talk 
Secondary:

It has been one of the 
best things we have done 
with our students.

For more information 
contact I CAN today:
talkabouttalk@ican.org.uk
020 7843 2515
www.ican.org.uk


