
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Special school activity ideas: Primary  



 

Introduction 

No Pens Day Wednesday activity ideas have been created by practising teachers and speech and language therapists.  

Activity ideas are more generic and flexible than the lesson plan templates and can be adapted to any lesson or session. 
They give some information about the activity and how it can be implemented, highlighting any resources or links that might 
be useful to support that activity. These activities can be used in many ways: as a starter activity, main activity, plenary or as 
methods of recording learning.  

You may also want to look at mainstream primary school resources for more simple activity ideas that could be adapted for 
your pupils.  

Visit I CAN’s webpage for more information about supporting children with special educational needs and continuing to 
embed speaking and listening into your teaching.  

 

https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/supporting-send-on-no-pens-day/
https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/taking-your-spoken-language-focus-further/
https://ican.org.uk/no-pens-day-wednesday/taking-your-spoken-language-focus-further/


Role play  

Spoken language and listening objectives 

• Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers (national curriculum) 
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication (national curriculum) 
• Begin to understand how what is spoken impacts on the listener 
• Use language to express emotions 

 

How to play 

Introduce the activity by saying that we are going to look at what people say to each other and how other people feel about what they have 
heard. 

Adult 1 and Adult 2 should say the statements below to each other in different tones of voice....  

• I really like your dress/shirt 
• You didn’t help me tidy up – that’s not fair 
• I don’t like your hair – it’s all messy 
• The dinner you made was very nice 
• Thank you for helping me to tidy up  

 
Then explore how the adult felt after each statement. You could prepare some happy, sad and cross faces to show the children.  

Repeat the activity and ask the children after each statement – is that a kind thing to say? Is that a good thing to say? Is there another way of 
saying it that might be more kind? 

Perhaps add in a photo of someone looking angry or some others, such as someone looking confused (Useful resources can be found at 
www.Do2Learn.com) 

Reflection and assessment for learning 

• How did the students identify the impact on others of what was said? 
• Are the students able to respond to facial expression, tone of voice, body language? 
• Are the students able to identify how to vary what is said to have a different impact on the listener?  
• What range of emotion words were used during this activity?  Could these be extended?  



Partner talk 

Spoken language and listening objectives 

• Give well-structured descriptions.......for different purposes, including for expressing feelings (national curriculum) 
• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) (national curriculum) 
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication (national curriculum) 
• Explore the impact of what is said on others 
• Identify different ways to use communication  
• Further develop the vocabulary of emotion 

 

How to play 

• As a whole group, talk about what other people say that helps us to feel good.  Name this as a ‘compliment’.  Give examples of 
compliments and ask the children to identify any compliments that they have had. 

• Talk about ideas for compliment starters e.g. ‘I like it when you......’, ‘You are really good at .......’, ‘Thank you, for .........., it made me 
feel......’ 

• Also, talk about what to say when you have been given a compliment i.e. ‘Thank you’ (adults often try to explain away compliment, or get 
embarrassed – it is important to teach children how to respond to compliments, as well as how to give them). 

• Put the children in pairs 
• Ask the children to say compliment / something nice their partner, e.g. “I like your hair”, or “You’re good at football.” You can revisit some 

of the earlier examples first to help show them what to do 
• Once everyone has done this, go round the room and as the children to share with the class what they said about their partner – were the 

compliments all of a certain type? 
• If there is time, swap partners and try a different type of compliment. 

 

Then ask the children: 

• As the listener:  
-     How did you feel when they said something nice? 
- Did you feel happy / liked / supported / boosted?   
- How will this affect what you feel in the future? 
- How did you respond to the compliment 

 
• As the speaker:  



     -     How did you know how the listener felt (facial expression / body language cues) 
- Was is it difficult / easy to find something nice to say? 
- Did you feel good when giving the compliment? 
- Can you think of times when you can use compliments in the future? 

 

Reflection and assessment for learning 

• Can the children remember and understand the word ‘compliment’? 
• How are they able to identify how what is said impacts on others? 
• Do the children have names for a range of emotions, do they need more (useful resources can be found at www.Do2Learn.com) 
• Can you set up a system whereby compliments are supported / encouraged in the classroom?  

 

  

http://www.do2learn.com/


Word chains – 2 activity ideas 

You can use these word chain activities to engage pupils in listening to each other and to focus on category or group labels, words within groups 
and answering questions about similarities and differences between words. 

Speaking and listening objectives 

• To develop listening and processing skills 
• To understand and use category labels 
• To name words within different category labels 
• To identify what is the same and what is different about the words that are linked 

 
Resources needed 

• A badge or hat for the first person in the chain to wear, ideally green for ‘go’ 
• Grid for category prompts (see the following page) cut out and mounted individually to scatter on the floor or displayed as a grid on the 

interactive whiteboard.  
• Suggestions given on the grid – teachers to add their signs as prompts, dependent on the signing system used in the school 
• Video camera or voice recording device to record their contributions 
• This game can be played two ways – the first one is for younger children and the second for older children in Key Stage 2 

 

1. Same group chain 
 

Video or sound record the children’s contributions for use at the end of the activity. 

Choose the category – either the child or the adult can do this e.g. fruit.  

The first person (with the badge or hat) says a word in a particular category e.g. a fruit ‘banana’. 

The next person has to name something else in the fruit category. That person then links arms with the first person (the adult can stop the game 
after each link and ask what’s the same about the two words and what’s different? E.g. Banana and orange –‘both fruit but different colours.’ 
This will develop their descriptive vocabulary and use of key category words. 

 



The next person names something else in the same category and links with the previous person and the game continues until the last person 
names a fruit and links with the first person.   

If a child is finding it difficult, one of their peers can help them. As the game progresses, ask each child to recall their word or prompt them with a 
sign to support memory development and word recall.  

At the end of the game replay the words said by the children in the chain. 

The adult asks ‘what is the same about the first and the last words? .................. and .................... (if needed find pictures of the related objects 
and display on the interactive whiteboard)  

‘What is different about them?’   

Adult to guide the children with prompt questions if needed– are they the same colour/size/feel the same/shape? (using the category grid 
prompts) 

 

2.  ‘Change one’ game 

Video or sound record the children’s contributions for use at the end of the activity 

The class to stand in a circle or long line. 

Adult or child to choose a category and name something in the category. e.g., a colour - red 

The next child has to keep the same colour but change the category or group e.g. food – tomato. That child can link with the first person. 

The adult to ask- ‘what did you keep the same? ‘, ‘what did you change?’ and to use the category prompts to support their answers 

The next child to keep food as the category but for example change the colour or size or shape (if necessary put a red circle or star cut out of 
card on the food label to signify stop on food and put an arrow cut out of card or an arrow on the whiteboard screen on the category label chosen 
by the child to signify ‘change to .......’) 

Stop and ask the children at intervals during the game to recall their choices to develop their listening and memory. 

  

The game continues until the last person has named something.  



The adult to ask the children ‘is there anything the same about...........(first person’s choice) and .....................( last person’s choice)? ‘What is 
different?’ ‘What group is ............ (first person’s choice) in?’ ‘What group is ..................... (last person’s choice) in ?’  

An extension activity could be for the children to use the internet to collect together pictures and photos under different category labels and to 
display them, making decisions about layout, size, symbols and pictures of signs to support the words used for category labels.  

Reflection and assessment for learning 

• Did everyone participate?  
• Were they able to remember and recall the words? (You can use the recording of contributions to support this)   
• Were they able to identify what was the same and what was different each time? 
• Were the children able to identify what helped them/ what was difficult? 



Category prompts  


